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From the President: 
 

Major General Mike O’Brien CSC 
 

 
 

It’s July and Melbourne is in lockdown again. 
 

The RUSIV Occasional email newsletter has been 

produced on a weekly basis and provides internet links 
to both current and interesting historical military 

matters.  I hope you are getting good value.  Our plan is 
to continue these newsletters while COVID-19 

restrictions prevent us from conducting our monthly 

lunchtime addresses.  Our regular newsletters continue.  
I am pleased to see that the July Issue contains not only 

11 book reviews but also what may be the first letter to 
the Editor.  May more letters follow. 

 

 
                                                              Mike O’Brien 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Sir 
 

Readers may have noticed that the most recent 
Weekend Australian reported (“Military hardware takes a 

Corona hit) that BAE Systems have told Defence that the 

weight and size of the projected Hunter class frigate has 
‘blown out’ in attempting to meet Defence requirements. 

What was intended to be an 8,800t ship based on the 
British Type 26 frigate has apparently increased to some 

10,000t, the size of a WWII light cruiser. As I am not 
privy to the actual Defence requirements I can only 

write based on my previous experience, and the result is 

concerning. What was my previous experience? Apart 
from one posting in the operational requirements office 

of a new frigate program, the relevant experience was 
as a PWO and ASWO (for the benefit of the uninitiated - 

Principal Warfare Officer and Anti-Submarine Warfare 

Officer). My knowledge and experience may be 
somewhat dated, but the general principles evolve 

rather slowly. 
 

Ever since steam (do you remember steam?) replaced 
sail as a means of propulsion, warship designers have 

struggled with the tendency of the operational 

requirements staffs to install additional systems 
requiring more people to operate and maintain them. 

This leads to an increase in size which reduces the 
performance of the ship and adds to the construction 

cost. 

 

Modern equipment is more reliable than its 

predecessors, and therefore requires fewer maintainers 
as well as fewer operators, and it is essential that this 

be the case. A United States Navy study estimated that 
55% of the cost of a ship over a 30-year life cycle was 

attributable to personnel. On the other hand, modern 

sailors of both sexes are likely to demand a high 
standard of accommodation and would not be prepared 

to accept ‘hard lying money’ to revert to the cramped 
mess decks of an earlier era (hands up all those who 

have slept in a hammock at sea!). This restricts the 

ability to pare back space to save costs. 
 

There have been numerous attempts to break out of this 
cycle – often in a national crisis - and they have had 

mixed success. The corvettes of WWII met, but only 
just, the initial challenge of the U-boat, but they were 

obsolescent before the end of that war.  The British 

Blackwood class anti-submarine utility frigates displaced 
only 1,550 T full load and more-or-less met the 

requirements of the late 1950s. In the early 1970s there 
was also talk of a British ‘throw away frigate’, but 

nothing came of the talk – perhaps that is all it was. The 

general trend, however, has been steadily upwards, 
from about 3,000T in the 1960s (the Ikara Leander was 

2,860T), to over 4,000T in the 1970s and 1980s. There 
were some exceptions: the commercially designed Type 

21 frigate (with beautiful accommodation but not built to 
‘take a knock’ like HMS Glamorgan) displaced only 

3,250T, the Type 23 ASW frigate, with a helicopter and 

a towed array, is only 3,360T and the American FFG 7 
displaced about 3,680T and could carry two helicopters. 

 
The ANZAC class is a good compromise (if such a thing 

exists) with one helicopter, a towed array, a range of 

6,000 nm and a complement of 163 all in a 
displacement of 3,600T. This can be compared to the 

Canadian Halifax class which is heavier (4,770T) and has 
a larger complement (225) but with a range of 

10,900nm. American destroyers are even larger and 

heavier with the Spruance and Arleigh Burke classes 
both over 8,000T. 

 
A larger ship is also not only more expensive to build 

and to operate, but as it is invested with more of the 
national treasure, it is more disastrous when it is sunk. 

Despite modern self-defence weapons and counter 

measures I am sufficiently cynical to believe that, except 
in an environment where we control the air and sub-

surface, surface ships are extremely vulnerable to 
enemy air and submarine attack. Unless we intend to 

only operate under those conditions, a smaller and less 

expensive ship might be more appropriate.  
 

Perhaps someone with more up-to-date information can 
set my mind at rest that a 10,000T ASW frigate is a 

desirable concept, but until then I view the reported 
development with concern. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

An old PWO 
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                              

 

 
Here begins the lesson. 
 
The last three months have been trying, to say the 

least. I hope you are all coping with cabin fever. Our 
short newsletters were aimed at making the drudgery of 

lockdown more bearable. 

 
I have been working on membership renewals. Every 

member has been mailed a renewal. The reason for this 
is to see if mail reaches you and for you to update your 

details.  

 
It appears a number of members have not yet received 

renewal notices, despite them being sent out in the 
second week of June. I have emailed those who have 

contacted me but anyone else who still has not seen a 

renewal notices, email me and I will send you your 
copy. 

As I am travelling to and from Ballarat twice a week on 
the off-peak service to avoid the commuter crush, my 

hours at the office have been limited so please allow a 
bit of time for me to respond. I promise I will get 

around to you. 

 
At this stage, we still have a booking in November for 

our annual luncheon but that may have to be cancelled 
this year due to the renewed lockdown. Our AGM in 

November may also have to be held in a modified form. 

I am seeking advice on how to manage this under the 
new conditions. A massive Proxy vote may be the only 

solution. I will keep you informed. 
 

We have not been advised of any deaths among our 
members due to COVID-19 and there have been no new 

members proposed during the period. 

 
Stay safe and wash your hands. 
 
Here endeth the lesson. Blessed be the word of the 
Secretary. 
 
                                                                     Bob Hart  

 

 
 

Bequests 
 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria 
 

The Royal United Services Institute of Victoria was established 
in 1890. It seeks to promote informed debate on and improve 
public awareness and understanding of defence and national 
security.  
 
The Institute maintains a specialist library to assist in this, as 
well as scheduling regular lectures and visits of interest. The 
costs of doing so, however are becoming burdensome and are 
exacerbated by an ageing and declining membership.  
 
To allow us to continue to provide services to members and 
the community into the future, you could greatly assist us by 
remembering the Institute in your will. Should you desire 
assistance in adding an appropriate codicil to your will, please 
contact the Secretary at secretary@rusivic.org.au. If you have 
added a bequest to your will, it would be of assistance to be 
advised of it (not the specific amount) in case we need to 
communicate with you or your executors. 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best collection in 
Victoria on defence and military related subjects by donating 
to your RUSI VIC Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the Australian 
Taxation Office, and monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are 
tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. 

Receipts will be provided. 

 

Lockheed/Martin Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile 
(LRASM) 

The LSASM will initially be carried by the RAAF’s  
Super Hornets 
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Opinion:   
 

Can Australia Afford the Defence Force  
It Needs? 

                                                                                                                                                                             

Mike Rawlinson 
 

Prime Minister Morrison launched the Defence Strategic 

Update and Force Structure Plan on 1 July, at the 
Australian Defence Force Academy.  These papers are 

based on an update of the 2016 Defence White Paper.  
 

The update recognises current instability in the Indo-

Pacific region and the need for strengthening the ADF’s 
capability to provide a credible deterrent to aggression 

in the region.  More assertive behaviour by major 
powers including China’s militarisation of the South 

China Sea and coercive ‘grey zone’ activities present 
immediate challenges to Australia. The strategic update 

describes grey zone activities as "activities designed to 

coerce countries in ways that seek to avoid military 
conflict ... paramilitary forces, militarization of disputed 

features, exploiting influence, interference operations 
and the coercive use of trade and economic levers". eg 

Beijing's incremental takeover of the South China Sea, 

and more recently China's large-scale cyber intrusions 
into Australian networks.   

 
Growing threats eliminate past assumptions of a 10year 

warning time.  The strategic situation now requires 

Australia to be ready to fight a conventional war at short 
notice. 

 
Investment in long-range strike weapons and missiles, 

offensive cyber and area denial capabilities are included 
in the plan. The lethality of the RAAF’s combat aircraft 

will be improved by the acquisition of long-range anti-

ship missiles.  
  

  
 

 

 

The editorial in the 2 July The Australian’ makes the 
point that the speech ‘marks a seismic shift in how the 

government views our security and the stability of the 
wider global order’.   The government’s assessment and 

commitment to further defence spending received 
bipartisan support from the ALP. 

 

The updated version of the 2016 White Paper is costed 

at $270b over the next 10 years.  

 
In the main this is not new money as it was already 

factored into the estimates and as well as other 
acquisitions covered the submarine, frigate and JSF 

programs.  The government has departed from its 2% 

of GDP undertaking as this measure has become 
incompatible with GDP fluctuations associated with the 

COVID-19 recession.  Factoring in the cost escalations of 
current programs and the new capabilities included, it 

appears that the funding needed will be far more than 

the notional (2019) 2%.   
 

This raises the question: Will the more resilient Australia 
that we hope will emerge from the COVID-19 crisis be 

able to afford the Defence Force it needs?  Often 
governments in the past have found they were unable 

to follow through on their Defence White Paper 

intentions.  Other priorities have intervened, particularly 
the need to be re-elected. 

 
Immediate competing budget priorities are 

Drought/Fire/Flood recovery and COVID-19 recovery.  

Recovery from the COVID-19 induced recession to a 
new normal for the Australian economy is likely to take 

several years, while the associated debt repayment will 
take decades.  However, recovery from the crisis is likely 

to be used as the occasion for overdue economic 
reform.   Candidate areas are tax, welfare and 

federation relationships.  

 
Over the last decade tax reform has been considered by 

both Labor and Coalition governments but has not 
proceeded due to political difficulties.  Difficulties that 

have arisen from politicians putting sectional, state, 

party and personal interests before the national interest.  
Budget repair would most likely include taxes that are 

simpler, fairer, provide incentive to work and invest and 
produce increased revenue.   Welfare reform could 

better target assistance payments and result in reduced 

expenditure. 
 

Australia has an ageing population.  Social Services and 
Welfare already dominate the federal budget (36%) and 

together with Health expenditures they can be expected 
to proportionally increase as more of the baby boomer 

generation move into retirement. From the 2019-20 

Budget Overview, Social Security & Welfare 
expenditures are $180.1 b, and Defence $32.2b : 

respectively 36% and 6.4% of federal expenditures. 
 Increased expenditures can also be expected to be 

related to emissions reduction, adaption to Climate 

Change, and increased assistance to our island 
neighbours in the SW Pacific. 

 
To significantly increase the amount it spends on 

Defence, the government has several finance options 
available:  

• Reallocating the federal budget: increasing 

Defence’s share, and reducing the shares of 

other sectors; 

Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile 

LRASMMissileMissile 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6799729/prime-ministers-message-aimed-squarely-at-china-security-analyst/?cs=14231#gsc.tab=0
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6799729/prime-ministers-message-aimed-squarely-at-china-security-analyst/?cs=14231#gsc.tab=0
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• increasing federal budget revenue, by increasing 

taxes; 

• increasing the nation’s economic growth; or 

• all of the above. 

 
While the federal parliamentary opposition may support 

increased defence expenditures, it is unlikely to endorse 

any reduction in spending on Social Security and 
Welfare, Health and Education.   The government would 

need a large majority and be prepared to expend 
considerable political capital if it were to follow this 

course.   Nevertheless, complete restructuring of these 

portfolios over several years could improve their 
efficiency and effectiveness and result in budgetary 

savings. 
 

Increasing taxes is always unpopular, particularly for the 

Liberal Party which has low taxes as a prominent part of 
its manifesto.  But tax increases can be directly linked to 

the reason for the expenditure, be it the deteriorating 
strategic situation, providing for an ageing population or 

both.   The public needs to be aware but not alarmed by 
strategic changes and support an increase of the 

defence expenditure to maintain a credible deterrent.  

 
The course that is most appealing is increasing 

economic growth.  GDP growth is dependent on 
Population, Participation and Productivity.   Productivity 

was extremely low prior to the recession and has the 

potential for the greatest gain.  
 

Besides the tax and welfare reforms already mentioned 
in the recovery from the recession, the lessening of 

duplication between the Commonwealth and the States 
has the potential for significant productivity gains and 

reduction in the size of the federally funded public 

sector.   Productivity could also be enhanced by 
industrial relations reform, a reduction in the cost of 

doing business (red and green tape) and a reduction in 
energy costs. 

 

All these measures are politically difficult and will be 
opposed by the beneficiaries of the current 

arrangements.        The National Cabinet, including the 
State Premiers and Territory Chief Ministers, set up to 

coordinate COVID-19 measures is a promising 

mechanism for achieving reform of Federal/ State 
relations. 

 
Governments are wary of a backlash at the ballot-box 

following on any new spending that may be unpopular, 
and most reductions in social and welfare programs. 

The Howard Government’s Defence 2000 White Paper, 

which increased the Defence Budget, was preceded by a 
Public Discussion Paper on Defence, and an Australia 

wide consultation/education campaign headed by 
Andrew Peacock.  The campaign positively influenced 

and tested public opinion prior to the defence budget 

increases. 
 

A similar campaign may be required to precede these 
increases.  However, the Chinese Government is making 

an increase in the defence share much easier than it 

would be if China was achieving the dominance it 

desires by playing a smooth diplomatic hand.  Chinese 

bullying behaviour, brinkmanship and backdown, and 
cyber-spying does not endear the Chinese Government 

to the Australian public.    
 

The Australian of 2 July mentioned the PM’s speech on 

the front page and had a double page spread inside and 
a hawkish editorial.  However, in the more widely read 

(in Victoria) Herald-Sun the item appeared on page 13.  
In comparison with the pandemic and economic 

recession, national security is not particularly 

newsworthy.   
 

The Prime Minister’s reflection on the worsening 
strategic circumstances in 1930s Europe in his ADFA 

speech indicates his commitment to strengthening 
Australia’s security.   Strong leadership will be required 

for this to be achieved. 

 
Also, rather than seeing difficult economic reforms as 

being an obstacle to defence spending, national security 
could be a driver of the reform process.  Economic 

reform and national security can be mutually reinforcing 

objectives.     They give all Australians a shared mission, 
to work together for a stronger country, and be 

prepared to sacrifice local/group interest for the national 

interest. 
 

Can Australia Afford the Defence Force it Needs?   
Yes.  It can. 

 
The RUSI has a role to play raising public awareness of 

our changed strategic circumstances. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Super Hornet with LRASM 
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A CHRONICLE of Events, Decisions 

& Issues relating to 

Defence Matters,  

  
May - June 2020 (COVID-19 continuing) 

 

                                                  by Michael Small 
 

                                  Highlights 
 
The Newsletter presents a three-page selection from 
Michael’s longer Chronicle.  Members can obtain copies 
of the original Chronicle by contacting the Secretary. 
(Ed) 

 
 

May 1  
Defence policy defined as: the ability to apply deadly 
kinetic force to an enemy, to close with and kill, capture 
or destroy the enemy and his military assets.  The more, 
Australia possesses that capability, the less likely it is 
ever to have to use it.     
 

Austal will construct six Cape-class patrol boats for the 
RAN in Austal's Henderson shipyard, south of Fremantle, 

cost is $324m.  They are currently in use with the 

Australian Border Force.  The new order will make a 
total of 16 for the RAN. 

 
May 2-3  

China (PRC) is increasing its influence in the Pacific, SE 

Asia and Indian Ocean.  Two questions: (i) are 
Australia's defence policy settings correct?   (ii) Should 

Australia build a more self-reliant defence force?  
Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said October 2019: 

'Defence is working through a re-assessment of the 
strategic underpinnings of the 2016 Defence white 

paper', and the white paper had 'underestimated the 
speed of strategic change'.  The re-assessment was due 
to be delivered to Minister Reynolds early in 2020.   

 
Peter Jennings (ASPI) suggests eight steps to reform 

Australia's national security strategy: (i) appoint a 

national security adviser responsible to the PM, situated 
in the Dept. of PM and Cabinet; (ii) develop a new 

national security strategy; (iii) develop a 'production of 
critical materials' list; (iv) strengthen the Foreign 

Investment Review Board (FIRB); (v) produce a new 
Defence white paper; (vi) invoke the Lombok treaty; 

(vii) turbocharge the relationship with Japan; and (viii)  

establish a defence treaty with  key Pacific island 
countries, (see After COVID-19, ASPI).  

 
May 4   

The estimated cost of the future submarine project is 

$90bn an increase of $10bn in five months.  Changing 
economic conditions, exchange rate and inflation 

calculations are the main cause.  Defence Minister 
Reynolds had a teleconference with her French 

counterpart and said 'the program was on track to meet 

the next major milestone'.   Construction of the subs is 

not due to start until 2024 for completion in the early 

2030s, with the final boat due in the 2050s.  
 

May 6  
Controversy follows the submarine project.  Can 

Australia afford the new and expensive French 

submarines?  The costs have grown from $90bn to 
$225bn.  Somebody appears to have misled parliament.  

Five years ago defence officials said the cost would be 
$50bn.  The actual costs, due to a change in defining 

the key terms, and the fall of the $A have now grown to 

$225bn, but this figure is still said to be too low.          
Some commentators say the subs will be outdated when 

they do finally arrive in the 2030s and 2040s.   
 

May 7  
Ben Roberts-Smith has been referred by the AFP to the 

Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions (CDPP) 

to face possible charges for alleged war crimes while 
serving with the SAS in Afghanistan.   Defence Minister 

Reynolds has ordered a second investigation into 
another SAS soldier who recorded the alleged execution 

of an Afghan in 2012.  A report into war crimes by Mr 

Justice Paul Brererton is due to be released soon. 
 

May 9-10  
Australia should re-think its relationship with China 

(PRC). Denis Richardson outlined principles to follow and 
traps to avoid.  His key message was beware the flawed 
strategy of the national security hawks.  Richardson 

supports an increase in Defence spending, up to 2-3% 
of GNP.  But, self-reliance can be counter-productive if 

the economy is weakened; a strong economy is 
foundational to national security.  

 

The views expressed by Dennis Richardson differ from 
those expressed by Peter Jennings (ASPI) and Senator 

Jim Molan.  For example, foreign investment is 
important for the Australian economy, with the 

Treasurer being the key decision maker for foreign 

investment.  Australia should adopt a pragmatic 
approach and work constructively with China.   

 
Defence Minister Reynolds has received the draft 

defence strategic update which will be considered by the 
national security committee of cabinet.  A public version 

will be released soon.  The report says Australia should 

be more self-reliant in defence matters but recognises 
that US is fundamental to national security.  The 

Defence strategic review will examine numerous 
asymmetrical strategies available such as 'area denial 

capability' and increasing the lethality of the ADF.  

Defence Minister Reynolds denies there has been a 
significant cost blowout since an indicative cost was 

determined in 2016.  The most recent blowout was a 
consequence of the fall of the $A.  Minister Reynolds 

said the Attack class subs will be the best conventional 
subs in the world, and the offshore patrol vessels, 

conceived as constabulary vessels, are the size of 

combat ships, and could carry a variety of weapon 
systems'. 

 



8 

 

Defence Chronicle May – June 2020 
 

The Five Eyes intelligence network is sharing the results 
of COVID -19 studies.  Results will be shared as they 

become available.  The Five Nation group began in 

association with the Five Eyes group focusing on 
defence and intelligence activities, but later expanded to 

include domestic safety and security.   
 

May 15  
Australia is on the horns of a dilemma.   A response to 

the entry above (May 9-10) that Australia should beware 
the flawed strategy of the national security hawks 
brought a spirited reply from the original commentator. 

Two differing views from two well regarded sources.  
Both viewpoints should be studied, both present 

arguments that could be right for Australia.  One 

approach is based on pursuing a foreign policy with 
China (an economic super power) with national security 

issues the main agenda and less 'kowtow'; the other, a 
pragmatic approach based on trade, higher education, 

tourism, diplomacy and developing an economic 
advantage.  A lot of people are willing to give advice on 

how Australia should deal with China.  This is illustrated 

by the number of former PMs, politicians, academics, 
bureaucrats, senior government officials, journalists and 

business-men who are currently offering their views. 
 

May 16-17  

Defence Department's first internal reassessment since 
the Vietnam conflict has found that Australia is not 

prepared for a cyber war.  Australia's planning for 
modern unconventional warfare is inadequate.  The 

review, commissioned in 2017, states: 'the probability of 

a significant social or economic disruption or a regional 
operation…… or becoming engaged in a major power 

conflict is higher now than at any time in the last 60 
years'.  Australia will need a new national strategy for 

this era of global uncertainty.   
 

May 18  

AFP is investigating two alleged war crimes; one by Ben 
Roberts-Smith, and the other by 'Soldier C', a SAS 

soldier who was filmed shooting am unarmed Afghan in 
May 2012.      The last case of a similar crime occurred 

with the trial and execution of 'Breaker' Morant and his 

two lieutenants, February 1902, Pretoria, South Africa. 
 

May 21  
A four-year inquiry into war crimes committed during 

the war in Afghanistan will probably result in negative 
findings against Australian soldiers.  Judge Paul Brereton 

said the inquiry team would provide psychological, 

psychiatric, pastoral, and legal support for soldiers who 
are living with 'deep psychological wounds as a result of 

their experiences'.   
 

May 22 

The ADF may cover some of the legal costs of soldiers 
who are caught up in a series of criminal war crimes 

investigations originating from the war in Afghanistan.  
IGADF is conducting an investigation into possible war 

crimes committed by Australian troops between 2005 

and 2016, including 55 potential incidents.   

 
May 23-24  

A geopolitical transformation between PRC and US over: 
(i) trade; (ii) technology, (iii) strategy and values, and 

(iv) a new cold war-a contest for global supremacy 

between two opposed political systems is taking place.  
China now hostile to Australia, a situation illustrated by 

propaganda, sophisticated disinformation campaigns, 
media manipulation, subversion, financial inducements, 

theft of intellectual property, coercion and the use of 

economic and military pressure for strategic purposes.  
China plans to surpass US influence in the Western 

Pacific.  The report lists six features of this new cold 
war: (i) conflict between the world's two most powerful 

states i.e. US-China; (ii) system-wide contest for 
supremacy; (iii) contest that covers ideology and 

national power; (iv) multi-decade struggle predicted; (v) 

possible geopolitical bifurcation of the world; and (vi) 
with neither side wanting full-scale military 

confrontation.  
 

May 27  

The new Arafura-class multi-purpose patrol boats will be 
fitted with anti-ship missiles and sonar buoys to bridge a 

gap caused by the delay in acquiring the new 
submarines.  They may also be used to catch illegal 

fishers and boatpeople.  Delays in the new sub program 
may force Defence to look at the patrol boats to bridge 

the gap posed by the number of foreign subs operating 

in the area.   
 

May 30-31 
ADF may assist civil authorities should natural disasters 

strike a state or territory.  Between September and 

March, 8,200 full and part-time ADF personnel helped 
during the bushfire period. Thousands of tonnes of 

fodder, fuel and air cargo were carried around the 
country by ADF.  Bases were set up for people needing 

emergency accommodation, and ADF cooks prepared 

77,000 meals. 
 

RAAF has now received 25 F-35As from an order of 72 
aircraft.  Lockheed Martin said the purchase price of the 

conventional F-35A version is below the promised price 
tag for the first time ($A122m 

 

Construction is beginning on RAN's nine new Hunter-
class frigates based on the British Global Combat Ship 
(GCS).  They are twice the size of the ANZAC-class 
frigates they are replacing, are more heavily armed, 

have a displacement of 8000 tonnes and are designed 

for anti-submarine warfare.  
 

Army will replace Vietnam-era MII3AS4 APCs at a cost of 
between $10bn-$15bn.  Two vehicles, Rheinmetall's 44-
tonne Lynx KF41 and South Korean Hanwha 42-tonne 
AS21 Redback have been shortlisted as possible 

replacement vehicles.  Rheinmetall has a new military 

vehicle centre at Ipswich, Qld and Hanwha will set up a 
manufacturing base in Geelong.  Extensive trials and 

tasting will take place before any final decision is made. 
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Defence Chronicle May – June 2020 
 
June 2  
The inquiry into possible war crimes which commenced 

May 2016, is unlikely to allege criminal wrongdoing by 

individual soldiers.   
It will identify potential incidents that require further 

investigation.  The IGADF will outline likely actual 
circumstances around particular incidents, and which will 

require criminal investigation. The inquiry, using royal 

commission-style powers, interviewed hundreds of 
witnesses about 55 alleged war crimes.  Defence is 

expecting a report about misconduct among the SASR 
and the Commandos which may lead to criminal 

prosecutions.  The information collected could be used 

as 'derivative' evidence, meaning such evidence would 
be passed to police who would then have to obtain it 

directly from the witness. 
 

June 3  
Ben Roberts-Smith has been accused of ordering the 

murders of two Afghan prisoners as part of new 

allegations against him.  The incidents are said to have 
taken place in 2012.  Claims have been made that 

Roberts-Smith was involved in seven unlawful killings.  
 

June 5  

Australia and India will work together to keep the Indo-
Pacific sea lanes safe and cooperate on technological 

projects.  PM Scott Morrison and Indian PM Narendra 
Modi raised the bilateral relationship to new levels 

during a virtual summit meeting.  The two leaders have 
agreed to reopen talks on a bilateral trade agreement 

which has been going on for nine years.   

 
Defence Minister Reynolds and Defence Industry 

Minister Melissa Price have announced a major contract 
to support RAN's Hunter-class future frigate program.  

The contract, between BlueScope Steel AIS and ASC 

Shipbuilding, a subsidiary of BAE Systems, is planned to 
deliver 1,500 tonnes of steel plate costed at $2.6m.  The 

estimated total cost of the National Naval Shipbuilding 
Program is $90bn.  Nine new frigates are planned for 

RAN, with construction due to begin in 2022.    
 

June 6-7  

Ben Roberts-Smith said claims of war crimes against him 
are 'spurious'.  Roberts-Smith is suing The Sydney 

Morning Herald and The Age over a series of articles 
describing him as a war criminal.  A separate claim 

against the Straits Times was settled on confidential 

terms.   
 

June 10  
The submarine program is in the news again (see entry 

March 13, 2020).  The contract for a main systems refit 

may go to Systems Sunlight, a Greek company.  Naval 
Group wants to build two multi-mission frigates for the 

Hellenic navy, so it may be assumed that Systems 
Sunlight will be given preference over PMB Defence, an 

Adelaide company, which has been supplying batteries 
for the Collins-class subs for 30 years.  In addition to the 

subs' batteries, four other critical systems viz main 

motor, diesel generators, electrical switch board and 

weapons handling system were given to overseas 

companies without competitive tendering.   
 

June 11  
Richard Marles, Labor's spokesman for defence, will 

question the costing of the submarine contract.  Marles' 

decision to raise this issue could lead to problems, 
because sworn statements by senior defence officials 

seem to contradict each other.  Costs have risen from 
about $50bn to $90bn.  Accounting language is said to 

be one issue e.g. costs were released in “out-turn 

dollars”, with contradictory interpretations and 
conflicting answers being given to parliamentary 

committees. 
 

June 16  
Collins-class subs will need a refit to keep going for 

another decade.  Costs are said to be greater than 

$3.5bn or $583m per submarine.  The refit will replace 
engines, diesel generators, and upgrade key systems.   

 
June 17  

The $90bn submarine project is now 14 months behind 

schedule, with Naval Group yet to complete the 'systems 
requirement review' scheduled for March 2019.   When 

the program was first announced, April 2016, the 
estimated cost was put at $50bn in 'constant dollar 

terms'.   An earlier amount of $50bn was in 'an out-turn 
cost basis'.  Currently, inflation-adjusted figures of 

$80bn-$90bn are being quoted.   

 
June 18 

India will convene the Malabar Naval Exercises in the 
Bay of Bengal, July-August 2020.  Japan and US will 

participate, but not Australia.  This may be related to 

the Rudd government's decision to opt out of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue in 2007. 

 
US is planning to hold a maritime warfare exercise, 

RIMPAC, from August 17.  Australia will take part.  

HMAS Canberra, Hobart and Stuart left Sydney on 
Tuesday for training and maritime surveillance 

operations.  HMAS Anzac, Ballarat and Arunta left Fleet 
Base West to participate in various exercises. 

 
The US is planning to hold a maritime warfare exercise, 

RIMPAC, from August 17.  Australia will take part.   

 
June 20-21 

PM states Australia is under cyber-attack from 'a 
sophisticated state-based cyber actor' targeting all levels 

of government, industry, political organisations, 

education, health, essential service providers, operators 
of critical infrastructure and business.   

 
 

 
 

 

Continued Page 16 
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has 11 Book Reviews.  On behalf 

of members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria Library 

thanks authors and publishers for providing 
copies for review.   If you would like a hard copy 

of a review, please contact the Secretary. 
 

 

Honour Denied 
Teddy Sheean A Tasmanian Hero … and other brave 

warriors of the Royal Australian Navy 

 

Tom Lewis 
Kent Town, South Australia, 

Avonmore Books 2010 
Paperback   317pp   RRP 

$24.95 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 

2020 
 

Tom Lewis has 
painstakingly documented three 
outstanding acts of heroism by 
members of the Royal Australian 

Navy (RAN) during the Second World War. He examines the 
RAN culture before and during the War, the reasons and 
rationales given for failure to have the deeds of these men 

honoured appropriately.  

The life of Teddy Sheean and his fifteen brothers and 
sisters is described from his birth, his enlistment and 
conditions in the RAN at the time. Chapters have been devoted 
to training, the development of warships, and their 
armaments, and an analysis of the capabilities of the 
Australia’s corvettes upon which Sheean saw action after 
HMAS Armidale departed Darwin in November 1942. 

 Ordinary Seeman Teddy Sheean was a loader on an 
Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun. After being struck by torpedoes 
delivered by Japanese dive bomber, the order was given to 
abandon ship. Sheean moved to leave then turned back and 
wounded from machine gun fire, strapped himself to the 
Oerlikon gun seat and continuing firing. The Armidale 
survivors witnessed him shooting down one of the strafing 
dive bombers before dying and going down with his ship. The 
saga continued for days after the sinking, with incredible 
delays before search efforts were launched. The action saw a 
‘Mentioned in Despatches’ awarded to Lieutenant Whiting and 
posthumously to Sheehan. 

Criticism has been levelled at the RAN for not doing 
more to recognise Sheean’s action. The Armidale’s 
commander was devastated at the loss of his ship, and there 
was little interest at the time in a battle loss. At the time the 
Royal Navy (RN) had decreed that the RAN could not 
nominate the award for any brave action, and as well all 
awards had to be approved by the British Admiralty before 
being passed on to the Sovereign. In Lewis’ mind, inaction by 
the Australian government at the time, and subsequently, is 
why there has never been a Victoria Cross awarded to a 
member of the RAN, despite similar deeds in like 

circumstances resulting in RN recipients of Victoria Crosses. 
‘Valour in battle is the quality for which the Cross is awarded, 
and the lack of VCs has more to do with convoluted 
bureaucracy than a lack of bravery.’ (page 215) 

Commanding the sloop HMAS Yarra escorting a convoy 
in March 1942, Lieutenant Commander Robert Rankin, when 
confronted by three Japanese cruisers and two destroyers, 
turned the Yarra towards them, making smoke so the convoy 

could escape. Rankin and almost all his officers were killed by 
an 8-inch shell hitting the bridge. HMAS Yarra sunk two hours 
later. There were no bravery awards for any crew for her last 
action. The circumstances were virtually the same for the 
HMS Jervis Bay in 1940, while her RN skipper was awarded 
the Victoria Cross for the action.  

Captain Hector Waller, DSO and Bar fought a valiant battle on 
his light cruiser HMAS Perth against overwhelming 
 
____________________________________________ 
 

Clash of the Gods of War 

Australian Artillery and the Firepower Lessons of the Great War 

William Westerman & Nicholas Floyd (Eds) 
Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, 2020 
Hardback   ix, 480pp.   RRP $34.99  
 
Reviewer: Michael O’Brien, June 2020 
 

The science of gunnery made great advances in the 
First World War, moving from firing directly over open sights 
to predicted fire that took into account a host of factors like 
muzzle velocity, barrel wear and meteorology. By the end of 
that war it was acknowledged that some 56% of casualties 
were caused by artillery. Too few of the recent accounts of the 
Great War place gunnery in its correct perspective. This book 
redresses this imbalance and traces the increasing power and 
importance of artillery development well.  

This book results from a lingering dissatisfaction with 
the history of Australian artillery, especially in the First World 
War (or perhaps a lack of understanding of it by recent 
generations of soldiers). It led to a seminar series (Firepower: 
Lessons from the Great War, available in full at: 
https://cove.army.gov.au/article/firepower-lessons-the-great-
war) and to the consolidated papers in this volume. The 
authors are a satisfying mix of professional gunners and 
historians. 

 A compendium of chapters with different authors 
could be imbalanced but this collection avoids that problem. 
The key gunnery issues of both the Gallipoli campaign and the 
Western Front are well tackled. There is a valuable discussion 
of Ottoman artillery at Gallipoli, of the French on the Western 
Front and a taste of the British throughout. The lack of a 
chapter on the German artillery is a pity. 

 Though there are good (but sometimes inconsistent) 
bibliographical references. I regret that the volume does not 
have a bibliography – its usefulness includes informing the 
reader not only of the references consulted but also those not 
consulted. The excellent photographs that are included have 
many from the Artillery Historical Company’s collection - a 

great resource. It would have been better for the 
authorship of the chapters to have been listed in the 

contents. 

 These are minor quibbles. Every gunner officer 

and all those interested in the role of Australian artillery 

in this conflict should find this book of singular 

importance. 
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Taking the Lead 

The Royal Australian Air Force 1972 - 1996 

 
Mark Lax 

Newport, NSW: Big Sky Publishing, 2020 

Hardback   755pp.   RRP $34.99  
 

Reviewer: Michael O’Brien, June 2020 
 

This is the third volume in a series of official 
histories of the RAAF. Chris Coulthard-Clark’s Third 
Brother took the Service from its inception to 1939. Alan 

Stephens’ Going Solo covered 1946 to 1971 with two 
volumes of the Official Histories of the Second World 

War detailing that 

conflict.  

The 25-year 

coverage of these 
volumes is an easily 

comprehensible period. 
The time gap between 

1996 and now enables a 
good balance between 

capturing the memories 

of those who served in 
that period and avoiding 

the probability of 
clashes of opinion based 

on personalities. In this 

volume that balance has 
produced a fascinating, 

very readable and valuable account of the RAAF’s 

considerable advances in this quarter century. 

Dr Lax has written a well-constructed book which 

is excellent value for money. It has not been written as 
an equipment-dominated volume as perhaps could have 

been expected of an equipment-intensive service. Nor is 
it a pilot-led book. Instead, its structure – organisation, 

personnel, equipment and operations - provides a 

coverage that is lucid and logical. 

What are the chief impressions from this book? 

Defence was subjected to a plethora of overlapping and 
sometimes contradictory reviews: one can only be 

amazed by the resilience of the services and the 
department as a result. Clearly in this period the concept 

of one Australian Defence Force (as opposed to three 

single services) had yet to mature: the many-way tussle 
between services, ministers, the department and 

industry had yet to become a more unified approach. 
The post-Vietnam loss of helicopters by the RAAF to the 

army was a wound that had not fully healed. 

Mark Lax has made very good use of the access 

that an official imprimatur gives. The tables and 

endnotes are extensive and useful. This is a well 

thought-out book. 

A similar book needed for the navy and army. I 
do look forward to the next volume of this one - 

presumably 1997 - 2022 – about a fully fifth-generation 

air force - but I might not be here to do a review! 

 

 

The Fight to the Finish 
The First World War – Month by Month 

 
Allan Mallinson 

London: Penguin Random House, 2019 

Paperback   432pp.   RRP $24.99  
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2020 
 

Allan Mallinson served as an officer in the British Army 
from 1969 to 2004 in both the infantry and cavalry – 
commanding a cavalry regiment before reaching the rank of 
Brigadier. His last posting was as Military Attaché in the British 
Embassy in Rome.  He commenced writing before retiring from 

the Army: creating a 
fictional cavalry officer in 
India in the early 19th 
century that has led to a 

total of thirteen extremely 
popular books. He has 
written five military 
history books – not being 
afraid to consider the 
shortcomings of 
commanders in battle. 
Highly respected, he is a 
perfect author to 
encapsulate the First 
World War in a single 
volume 

As the centenary 
of World War I 
approached, The Times 
approached Allan Mollison 

to write corresponding monthly commentaries of 
approximately 1000 words on the course of the War. Fight to 
the Finish has expanded and edited the commentaries with a 
view to maintaining continuity of the narrative. The 
predominant actions, how and why they came about and how 
they appeared on the ground is the main thrust of this work. 

  A very concise Prologue outlines the Alliances from 
1839 to 1913. The five Parts (one for each year) have an 
opening summary of the major occurrences before launching 
into the month-by-month chapters. The reader is able to easily 
follow the progress of events from the beginning of the conflict 
through to the signing of the Armistice in November 1918. 
Naturally many of the minor battles known to military history 
buffs have not been mentioned; this is small price to pay for a 
comprehensive narrative of one of the 20th Century’s major 
catastrophes in one volume.  

This work intentionally omits the inclusion of references 
or citations to allow the reader to move smoothly and 
unencumbered through the narrative. A relatively small 
number of adequate maps have been included for clarity and 
avoidance of wordy descriptions. Two inserts of excellent black 
and white photographs of the major players on both sides and 
battlefield scenes have been included, as have the colour 
prints of war artists. 

Mallinson concludes with the comment that the lives 
lost should have been far fewer. This he has explored in detail 
in his Too Important for Generals (2016). Two brief Annexes 
list the terms of the Armistice and the human cost (listed by 
country – the British Empire excepted); there was a 57% 
casualty rate suffered by the 65 million who fought. A short list 
of recommended British books precedes a 20-page Index. 

Written in imminently readable prose that retains the 
reader’s interest through its brevity, this is a work that should 
grace the military history section of every library. 



12 

 
 

The Allure of Battle 
A History of How Wars Have Been Won and Lost 

 

 

Cathal J Nolan 
Oxford University Press UK,    2019 

Paperback    728pp   RRP $33.95 

 
Reviewer: Bob Hart, May 2020 

 
The Decisive Battle is the Holy Grail of military thinking. 

This is the battle that will end the war on your terms and right 
now! And if it can be done at the outset of the war, then even 
better. The Japanese always sought the Decisive Battle against 

the USN during WW2. This was to 
be the one battle that would make 
the Americans give up and ask for 

a peace treaty. It never happened. 

Many battles are the turning 
point of a war. El Alamein is one, 
Jutland another. Gettysburg springs 
to mind. Midway and Milne Bay, 
Guadalcanal. Yet in none of these 
cases was the result immediate 
capitulation. Rather it was merely 
the precursor to further fighting 
that eventually wore down the 
other side. They are often referred 

to as decisive but that is using the term rather loosely.  

The author postulates that military genius attracts 
attention and distorts reality. People write them up, try and 
identify the key aspects of their success and then apply them. 

Their success mesmerises their supporters and opponents 
alike. Witness Jomini and Clausewitz. Yet every situation is 
different. And, as one general said, no plan survives contact 
with the enemy. Nolan’s conjecture is that the siren call of the 
Decisive Battle has mislead and deceived leaders both military 
and political as well as the public for centuries. The Decisive 
battle does not exist. Yet, if wishing made it so, then Decisive 
battle must exist! 

Nolan works his way through history, examining 
warfare through the ages and identifying the apparent military 
geniuses of the various eras. He then shows that their Big 
Battles lead to ongoing war, not peace. 

Hannibal defeated the Romans. Canne, Trasimene, etc. 
But the Romans simply shrugged their shoulders and kept 
fighting. Hannibal could not be everywhere, and when the 

Romans started sending forces not just against him in Italy, 
but also to Spain to cut off his supplies, he suffered. Although 
they never managed to beat him in Italy, they did win the war. 
Where is Carthage now? 

Malborough fought four supposedly decisive battles but 
the war kept going on and he was eventually removed from 
command. 

Frederick the Great was ‘saved by the bell’ when the 
Tsar died, and his successor decided he liked Frederick. There 
was no decisive battle that ended the war overnight. 

Napoleon kept on fighting and fighting and fighting but 
in the end was defeated and his regime was dismantled.  

The American Civil War had Lee in Virginia where he 
did great things, while the rest of the Confederacy was 
collapsing elsewhere. 

The Franco-Prussian war dragged on after Sedan, with 
the siege of Paris.  

The Crimean War was a slugfest that ultimately came 
down to a stalemate. 

World War I was close but no prizes. Even as the 

Germans were swinging through Belgium, Austria-Hungary 
was suffering in the East.  

In the Second World War the French mainland fell, but 
the British Commonwealth and the other Free nations fought 
on. Germany seems to have lost that one. 

The Korean War became a stalemate. As was Vietnam. 
The various Indo-Pakistan clashes seem to go nowhere.  

The Iraq-Iran war was supposed to be a walkover for 
Saddam but he got bogged down in an eight-year war. Iraq 
2003 was not Mission Accomplished, it just dragged on. Most 
wars these days are People’s Wars, thus not really seeking a 
decisive battle. In fact, a Decisive Battle is one thing most 
People’s War proponents don’t want. There is a chance they 
may lose. 

The number of successful battles that ended wars at a 

stroke can be counted on the fingers of one hand. The Battle 
of Hastings in 1066 may be one.  

Nolan’s proposition is that Attrition is a war winner – if 
you have the bigger economy and/or population. The question 
we then have to ask is, ‘If after an examination of economies 
and populations is made, why do nations with an obvious 
deficit in this area start wars?’ Is it because the myth of the 
Decisive Battle still exists? Unfortunately, Nolan seems to 
suggest the answer is ‘Yes’.  

____________________________________________ 
 

The Submarine Six  
Australian Naval Heroes 

 

 
Tom Lewis 

Kent Town, South Australia: Avonmore Books 2011 

Paperback 192pp   RRP $19.95 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, May 2020 
 
In the last three decades the Royal Australian Navy 

has moved from naming its ships and boats after Australian 
cities and towns and used them to honour its members who 
were naval heroes. Tom Lewis has retold the life stories of six 
heroes, none of who were ever submariners, but have had all 

of the six Australian-built 
Collins Class submarines 
named in their honour. 

 

John Collins graduated 
in 1916 from the first course 
at the Royal Australian Naval 
College at Jervis Bay. He 
served with distinction 
between the World Wars and 
particularly as a cruiser 
captain in World War II. In 
1948 he was appointed Chief 
of the Naval Staff, was 
promoted Vice Admiral in 
1950,  and knighted the 

following year. The submarine class was named after Sir John 
Collins and the first one launched in 1993 bears his name. 

The remaining five submarines were launched between 

1995 and 2001 by relatives or descendants of the five heroes.  

 

                                  Continued next page 
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The Submarine Six ---continued 

 

Captain Hector Waller, DSO and Bar fought a valiant 

battle on his light cruiser HMAS Perth against overwhelming 
odds in the Sunda Straits (Indonesia). Torpedoed and sinking, 
he was still on the bridge when a direct artillery hit ended his 
life. 

Captain Emile Dechaineux, DSC was known as ‘fearless 
and ferocious’. He had as his final command the aircraft carrier 
HMAS Australia. In October 1994 it came under heavy aircraft 
fire that saw its captain mortally wounded. He was appointed 
an Officer in the Legion of Merit (US) soon after his death. 

Ordinary Seeman Teddy Sheean was a loader on an 
Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun, and rather than leave HMAS 
Armidale as it was sinking from Japanese air-launched 
torpedoes, strapped himself to the gun seat and continuing 
firing. This resulted in the downing one of the assaulting dive 
bombers. He was posthumously ‘Mentioned in Despatches’. 

Lieutenant Commander Robert Rankin was escorting a 
convoy on the sloop HMAS Yarra in Mar 1942 when 
confronted by three Japanese cruisers and two destroyers. He 
turned the Yarra towards them, making smoke so the convoy 
could escape. Rankin and almost all his officers were killed by 
an 8-inch shell hitting the bridge. HMAS Yarra sunk two hours 
later. 

Rear Admiral Harold Farncomb, CB, DSO, MVO was 
known as ‘Fearless Frank’. He entered the RAN Naval College 
in its first intake (with John Collins). He served with distinction 
between the Wars, commanded the heavy cruiser HMAS 
Canberra in 1940, HMAS Australia as Flag Captain during the 
Battle of the Coral Sea in 1942. In 1944 he commanded the 
British aircraft carrier HMS Attacker supporting Operation 
Dragoon during the invasion of French towns. In October 
1945 he became Commanding Officer of the Naval College 
before serving as Flag Officer Commanding the Australian 
Squadron, and in a diplomatic posting until retirement in 
1951. 

Lewis goes to great lengths to discuss the 
unrecognised valour of the four who lost their lives. When 
their actions are compared to their Royal Navy counterparts 
who were awarded the Victoria Cross for similar actions, he 
claims three of them should been given the same honour. The 
difficulties encountered in raising reports whilst at sea in war, 
the witness requirements, and the torturous administrative 
path through the Royal Australian Navy, prior to British 
Admiralty approval before submission to the Sovereign, has 
seen no VC awarded to any member of the RAN. Subsequent 
submissions in recent times have not met with success, and 
(another) current one pertaining to Teddy Sheean is still to be 

resolved. 

This very high-quality production is filled with 
anecdotes from witnesses, RAN personal reports, maps, 
excellent black and white photographs and all six submarines 
in colour plates. The work commences with a Glossary and 
Naval life as it was prior to and during the Second World War. 
The chapters on the six mariners have succinct summaries of 
their lives and achievements before Endnotes. There is a 
complete coverage of the specifications of all the vessels 
mentioned in the body of the text. The work is rounded off by 
an extremely comprehensive List of Works Consulted and 
Index. 

A most readable account of the lives of six men who 
gave so much and have, in the main, been had their deeds 
unrecognised. Submarine Six has placed before us the 
incredible deeds of men most Australians have never heard 

of.  

 
 

 

The Thousand Doors 
Australian Doctors at War Vol 4, The Middle East and 

Far East 1939 - 1942 

 

 
Colonel Robert Likeman 

Braddon, Australian Capital Territory: Halstead 

Press, 2019 
Hardcover   463pp   RRP  $65.00 

 
Reviewer: Robert Dixon, June 2020 

 

This book is Volume Four in ‘The Australian 
Doctors at War Series’ 

and contains over 700 
short biographies of 

medical officers 
involved in Australian 

Army campaigns in the 

period 1939-1942. It 
thus covers campaigns 

in North Africa and Syria 
until the Battle of 

Alamein, campaigns in 

Greece and Crete, 
operations in Malaya 

until the Fall of 
Singapore, and the 

expeditionary forces 
sent by Australia to New Britain, New Ireland, Timor, 

Ambon, New Caledonia, Nauru and Ocean Island.  

The biographies are grouped together under the 
names of the units in which the medical officers served. 

Fortunately, the book includes a comprehensive 
Biographical Index so that a reader may search for an 

entry by the officer’s surname in the event they are not 

sure of the unit in which they served.  

One Thousand Doors also contains fourteen very 

useful maps, numerous B&W photographs (mostly very 
small portraits of individual officers) and a Roll of 

Honour.  Each biography contains brief information 

about the birthplace and education of the officer 
followed by detailed information on the various units to 

which they were posted and the locations and principal 
operations in which the unit participated, ending with a 

brief description of their activities after the war.   

This is a reference work which will aid 

descendants of the medical officers included in the book 

to not only construct a family history but to appreciate 
and admire the discipline, devotion to duty and bravery 

of their ancestors. 

Robert Likeman is a specialist in Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology, Rural and Remote Medicine and Tropical 

Medicine. He served in the Australian Army for 24 years, 
first in the Army Reserve and then in the Regular Army. 

His last posting was as Director of Army Health in 

Canberra with the rank of colonel. 
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The Vietnam War 
An Intimate History 

 
Geoffrey C Ward and Ken Burns 

London: Ebury Press, 2019  

Paperback   xiii + 826 pp     RRP $32.99 
 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, June 2020 
 

This is the book that accompanied the 10-part 18-hour 
documentary The Vietnam War by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick. 
It was first released with the film in 2017. Its basis was 
interviews with over 100 participants from the United Stated, 
North and South Vietnam. It also has had the advantage of the 

many documents recently 
released by both sides. Just as 
the Ultra secret changed our 
perception of the Second World 

War, these papers have 
changed perceptions, 
particularly of the actions of US 
actors in a nation prone to 
release its secret documents in 
time. 

 This is not, and cannot 
be expected to be, an account 
of Australian and New Zealand 

involvement in that war - our official histories and many 
complementary books do that task. So, you could say this is an 
American story or more accurately an American and 
Vietnamese (both North and South) one. That gives us a 
balanced accompaniment to the film series. 

 Balance is a key word, particularly when the wars in 
Vietnam are concerned. There a host of deceptions – and lies -  

on all sides of this conflict: French, Việt Minh, South 
Vietnamese,  Việt Cộng, North Vietnamese, American and a 
host of others. Lies and deceptions do not sit well alongside a 
huge cost in lives lost and shattered on all these sides. 
Reconciliation in full will perhaps never be reached. 

 At some stage, perhaps around the end of March 
1968, President Johnson seemed to reach the conclusion that 
the Vietnam War could not be won and that steps needed to 
be taken to reach an agreement to end it. The calculus of 
international relations meant that the combatants on all sides 
would continue to fight on and be sacrificed on the altar of 
negotiation. Ward’s verbatim accounts of Presidential 
conversations provide a chilling narrative of this cynicism. 

 This book is very well written. Its engaging 
commentary moves from the strategic level of the war to the 

intensely personal. It is evocative, cogent, disgusting in its 
literal sense and difficult to move away from. It tells a story 
rather than connecting footnotes. It narrates a war without 
redeeming virtues and it does it well.  

 Vietnamese is a monosyllabic language written with 
diacritical marks to distinguish the often otherwise identical 
syllables and to indicate their pronunciation. To omit these 
accents is to debase a language - would one write French 
words or placenames without their accents, again part of the 
written language. To do so is cultural imperialism. It happens 
in this book and too many others. It is fine to write déjà vu as 
a chapter heading but not to write Viet Cong: it is Việt Cộng. 

 That quibble aside, I strongly recommend this book. 
It is for participants in the war – they may not like the story of 
an unlikeable conflict   - and more importantly for those who 

were not participants -who need a better idea of what 
happened – and could hopefully prevent its repetition.  

 
 

World War II at Sea 

A Global History 
 
Craig L Symonds 

Oxford University Press   2018 

Hardback   792pp   RRP $55.95 
 
Reviewer: Michael Hili, May 12020 
 

This book on the entire history of maritime World War 
II presents a very different, yet surprisingly successful 
approach to tackling such a large subject area.  

In the introduction, Symonds strongly iterates the 
need for this account on 
maritime World War II to be 
told in one holistic narrative. 
The reason being; to 
accurately and meaningfully 
reify the full extent of its 
bearing in history. Therefore, 
he makes a concerted effort to 
avoid compartmentalising his 
book on geographic terms and 
instead orders it 
chronologically.  

Whilst this style is not 
conducive to the needs of 
niche researchers and analysts, 
it doesn’t seem to be a goal of 
Symonds when one progresses 

through the chapters. The book is more-so a collection of short 
stories; all told in great detail and in colourful language. This 
writing style makes for a much more engaging and enjoyable 
experience for the reader as well as arguably being more 
informative on a humanist level.  

All throughout the book, one can see how Symonds 
has attempted to marry accurate historical accounts with a 
gripping and detailed story told through the eyes of sailors, 
generals and their families. The style works well to allay the 
monotony that some previous works have perhaps exhibited. 
The stories are usually focused on specific battles and 
skirmishes that occurred, and almost always focus on one or 
two real individuals that were present. It is worth noting that 
during these passages, Symonds works hard to incorporate the 
perspectives of both sides of the conflict. Many passages on 
famous battles often fluctuate between ally, German and 
Japanese recounts.  

The book’s humanist focus does not detract from its 
ability to also explain and provide context to certain battles 

and timelines. Symonds manages to balance and interweave 
the personal anecdotes with information regarding when the 
events occurred, and its bearing on the broader conflict 
occurring in the region. Overall, his approach is extremely 
successful in creating a universal and poignant insight into the 
human experience of naval warfare in WWII.  

The way Symonds writes this volume is a great 
advertisement for other historians attempting to tackle large 
subject areas. Rather than presenting slabs of information on 
specific locations or subject matter, Symonds’ chronological 
narrative ensures that the book can spend less time 
introducing each theatre/chapter of concern and dive into a 
compelling recount of events. Similarly, the way he intertwines 
historical context with realistic anecdotes seems a much more 
potent way to garner the attention of general readers and 

introductory-level students. 
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Out of Sight, Out of Mind 

The RAN’s role, Vietnam, 1965 – 1972 

Second Edition 

 
John R Carroll  

NSW, Rosenberg Publishing   2020 
Paperback   258pp   RRP $34.95 

 
Reviewer: Roger Buxton, May 2020 

 
Recognition of the RAN contribution to the Australian 

involvement in Vietnam between 1965 and 1972 is usually 
limited to naval gunfire support provided by destroyers with 
only a passing reference to logistic support by HMAS Sydney. 

The author served twice in HMAS Sydney: in 1967 and 
again in 1972. Both editions of 
this book are based on his 
doctoral dissertation, and have 
several aims: to demonstrate the 
vital importance of the RAN’s 
logistic contribution to 1 
Australian Task Force (1ATF) in 
Vietnam, to illustrate the risks 
involved, to note the injustice of 
not recognizing for many years 
the service of those who served 
and also how they were exposed 
to extreme risk from Agent 
Orange. 

John Carroll writes with a determination to document the 
living and working conditions in Sydney, to correct errors that 
have appeared in previous histories and to show the risks the 
ships experienced while anchored in Vung Tau harbour 

unloading or backloading soldiers and stores. He has 
corresponded with surviving commanding officers of the 
escorting destroyers and frigates and in the chapter “In Their 
Own Words” he records the words of some of those – both 
captains and junior sailors - who sailed in Sydney and her 
escorts. The comprehensive bibliography, which includes the 
logs and reports of proceedings from Sydney’s escorts, and the 
almost 900 endnotes are an indication of the research that led 
to this book.  

HMAS Sydney was a World War II light fleet carrier 
converted to a fast troop transport to support the Australian 
Army in Vietnam. As Sydney had not been built for service in 
the tropics, conditions below decks were extremely 
uncomfortable and almost intolerable in the machinery spaces. 

Sydney made 25 voyages between Australia and 

Vietnam: the first in June 1965 to transport 338 men of 1RAR 
to Vietnam and the last in November 1972, and on each 
voyage she was escorted by between one and three 
destroyers or frigates because of the possibility of a deniable 
submarine attack, and on several voyages she also embarked 
a flight of Westland ASW helicopters. In Vung Tau harbour the 
threat of attack by underwater swimmers required constant 
vigilance (Operation Awkward), and at night the ships always 
went to sea rather than remaining at anchor. Despite this, for 
many years the crews were denied benefits because the ships 
were denied ‘special duty’ status. 

The carcinogenic herbicide, Agent Orange, posed a 
particular hazard as it was washed downstream into the 
harbour where the ships were anchored and was carried over 
with the distillate from the ships’ evaporators into the potable 
water used by the ships’ companies. 

The appendixes include details of Sydney and her 
escorts, the anchorage positions and details of each of the 25 
voyages. 

The logistic support of 1ATF would have been almost 
impossible without the support of the RAN and anyone 
interested in this period should read this meticulously detailed 
and persuasive book. 

_____________________________________________ 

Secret 

The Making of Australia's Security State 
 

Brian Toohey 

Melbourne: Melbourne University Publishing,  2019 
Paperback   400pp    RRP $39.99 

 
Reviewer: Kevan Sanderson, May 2020 

 
In World War II, Winston 

Churchill made his now famous 
statement: "In wartime, truth is so 
precious that she should always be 
attended by a bodyguard of lies.” 
Since then Churchill ’s maxim has 
taken on the force of law. For over 50 
years we have lived in a society 
operating on a "need to know" basis. 
Files have been kept sealed and truth 
has been kept from us in the name of 
unspecified "national security 
concerns," or in the name of 

protecting individual rights and reputations. At least, that is 
the premise of Brian Toohey’s book Secret, The Making of 
Australia’s Security State. 

Brian Toohey, a journalist, lays out his premise in the 
preface and then presents a litany of events which he uses to 
demonstrate a history of government misleading the public, 

withholding information, obfuscating facts, poor, uninformed 
or ill-considered decisions and ignorant or naive policymaking. 
He does not however construct a valid analytical expose and 
his conclusion is simply not supported. In fact, appearing in 
the very last paragraph of the book it surprises the reader as a 
non-sequitur. 

Secret is organised in ten sections each comprising a 
number of loosely-related chapters each of which stands alone 
and is written in the style of a newspaper or magazine article. 
Maintaining attention and focus on the book’s premise is 
difficult as there is no discerning trend or continuity in the 
sequence of articles. In fact, one is tempted to regard Secret 
as a simple repackaging of the author’s “greatest hits” list.  

The book kicks off with a quote attributed to Harold 
Thorby, Australia’s Minister for Defence in 1938, implying a 
government has no obligation to full public disclosure and 
anyone who questions the resultant policy is treacherous. A 
pretty strong statement but equally one which would probably 
not surprise many people if made by a politician today. Style 
notwithstanding, the material is extremely interesting, and 
Secret works well as a collection of documented questionable 
policies and actions which raise pertinent questions deserving 
of consideration and answers by today’s government. 

There are a few pages of photographs of people 
mentioned in Secret but they appear to be randomly selected 
and do not really add to the book. Extensive notes are 
included as an appendix and these presumably support 
additional research or to confirm the author’s assertions. 

Toohey is certainly no devil’s advocate; critical of 
government security policies and diplomatic actions his 
interpretations are slanted, and he makes no attempt to 
provide balanced views or alternate explanations.  

                                               Continued next page 
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Secret continued 

 

This book concludes with the statement that Australia is 
headed towards “a cataclysmic and unnecessary war” because 
of fears spread by the press and an erosion of civil liberties by 
a national security state evolving from a succession of 
governments obsessed with secrecy and state power. This 
conclusion is itself a conflation of two unrelated ideas; the first 
is Toohey’s partial but unsubstantiated opinion and whilst 
much of Toohey’s material supports the second he has not 
proven it. 

This is the kind of book that lends credence to, or 
initiates, conspiracy theories. Theories which flourish, in the 
absence of truth, when governments don’t tell all and keep 
secrets from their constituents. Ironically conspiracy theories 
also flourish if claims such as those made in this book are not 
properly analyzed and justified. Regardless, Secret certainly 
makes clear that the Australian Government has been keeping 

many secrets from the Australian people. 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Defence Chronicle May-June 2020 - continued 

 

June 25 

About 1,000 ADF personnel may be sent to Melbourne 
to quarantine hotels in an attempt to slow a growing 

outbreak of the COV-19 virus.  28 ADF personnel are 
already assisting with the pandemic response in Victoria.  

ADF's Medical Assistance Teams were sent to north-west 

Tasmania and helped to bring the outbreak there under 
control.   

 

June 26  

The integration of intelligence resources is occurring at 

national and global levels.  Three developments suggest 
an emerging strategy for national security where 

Australia will play a leading role.  To illustrate: (i) 
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg hosted a call with the finance 

ministers of the Five Eyes Nations.  Aligning policy 
among these countries on economic security is a major 

development where information is shared and 

approaches are co-ordinated.  (ii) Defence Minister 
Reynolds met NATO counterparts on the geopolitical 

challenges presented by the pandemic.  (iii) The 
Defence Minister announced the creation of a defence 
intelligence enterprise to be led by a new senior military 

chief of defence intelligence.  Collecting intelligence 
relevant to new multi-billion-dollar equipment such as: 

the JSFs, Air Warfare Destroyers, piloted and 
autonomous maritime surveillance aircraft will be a 

major activity.  The new chief of defence intelligence will 
have authority over intelligence investments, and 

training and staffing of intelligence functions. 

 
June 27-28 

COVID-19 is likely to cause delays in Defence Dept's 
plan to re-equip ADF.   

 

The $90bn Future Submarine program will be affected. 
Lockdowns, ongoing travel restrictions, and difficulties in 

sourcing parts will add to the delays which will blow out 
delivery times.  Naval Group, the submarine builder, 

sent 6,000 workers home for 10 weeks due to the virus.  

Working from home was not possible due to security 

restrictions.  Naval Group, had another misfortune when 

the Perle, a Rubis-class nuclear-powered submarine 
caught fire and was severely damaged.  

 
The Hunter-class frigate program is also at risk.  The 

original plan was for an 8,800-tonne, 149.9m submarine 

hunter, but a new proposed design will enlarge the ship 
making it less stealthy.  The delivery, for at least three 

months, of JSFs from Lockheed Martin will be affected 
by the COVID-19 virus.  Defence will address these 

issues in an upcoming force structure update that may 

fast-track the delivery of new long-range anti-ship 
missiles.   

 
Peter Varghese says Australia should adopt a policy of 

engaging with and constraining China, which is currently 
Australia's largest trading partner.  China has an 

authoritarian political system and is seeking to dominate 

the region.   
 

Varghese suggests: (i) Australia engage with China 
where mutual interests are served and expand areas of 

engagement and co-operation; (ii) hold firm to our 

values and strengthen capacity to resist coercion; (iii) 
abandon the idea that we can have a partnership with 

China while it remains a one-party authoritarian state; 
(iv) make clear that Australia will not support US 

approach of containing China; and (v) lower Australia's 
trade dependency on China by expanding access to 

other markets.  (See entries May 9-10 & 15). 

 
June 29  

Major-General Adam Findlay stated some elite soldiers 
committed war crimes in Afghanistan and blamed the 

atrocities on poor moral leadership.  War crimes may 

have been covered up and Australia's special forces 
would take years to recover.  Hundreds of SAS 

personnel were interviewed under oath.  Some SAS 
forces blew the whistle on war crimes, and some had 

lied to Justice Brereton.  These are now identified as 

perjurers.  A small number of commissioned officers had 
allowed a culture to develop where abhorrent conduct 

was permitted.  
 

 
End 
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Library Notes: 
 

As may be expected activity in the library has been very limited until June. During the first half of the year we have hung 
most of our valuable maps on the library walls. They are professionally framed and protected and it is pleasing to see 

them on display. 

 
We had some shelving parts left over from the previous order and with a small additional purchase we were able to 

construct three more shelving bays. This means that our Military Instructional pamphlets are out of storage and once 
more on display. The whole reorganisation required moving every book and pamphlet in the collection and adjusting the 

spacing. We now have a reasonable amount of expansion available on our shelving. A librarian’s lot is not a sedentary 

one! 
 

Three of our volunteers are not able to attend yet as they are avoiding public transport but are able to do some work at 
home. We are able to provide a postal borrowing service for members and researchers where the only expense to the 
borrower is the return postage. Our catalogue is visible online at www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/  the items are 

posted in a sturdy box which can be re-used. Visitors to the library on Mondays and Thursdays are welcome with the 

normal prior notice to the Secretary. 
 

Please see below for a list of our recent acquisitions. 
 

Brian Surtees  
Hon Librarian 

 

New Acquisitions (since May 2020) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author(s)  Subject  

Gallipoli’s War Horses Jill Mather   From the Dardanelles to Damascus. 
 

Military Law in Australia Robyn Creyke et al Australian enthusiasts for 

 (editors)  Hitler’s Germany. 
  

Nazi Dreamtime David S bird Australian enthusiasts for Hitler’s Germany. 
 

Hospital Ships  Rupert Goodman  The history of hospital ships from World War I through 

     to the Gulf War.  
  

Australians and the First Kate Ariotti  Local-global connections and 
 James E Bennett (Eds) contexts.  

 
The Cost of War  Stephen Garton War,return and the re-shaping of Australian culture.   
 
Radar Gunner Dick Dakeyne, DFC 48 missions over Japanese enemy territory during  
  World War Two as a gunner and radar  

 countermeasures operator. 
 
The Making of Warriors Graham J Smith The 2/1st Infantry Battalion The City of Sydney 

Regiment 1939-1942. 
 
The Last Navigator Paul Goodwin From Queensland bush boy to RAF Bomber Command and 

Pathfinders to Chief Navigator with Qantas.  

 
Pacific Power? Joanna Wallace  Australia’s strategy in the Pacific    
 Islands. 
 
Brisbane at War 1899-1918 Barry Shaw (Ed)    

 
A Rat of Tobruk Mike Rosel  A digger’s lost images of the siege.  
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Borrowing from our Library 
 

We have developed a trial system to allow us to post books or DVDs to our members. We won’t charge 

postage to you, but you will need to pay return postage. We’ll supply reusable protective packaging. 

Choose your title from our online catalogue  

(www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/) 

 & email your request to us at 

 library@rusivic.org.au 

This system will operate during the Coronavirus period. 
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