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September 13, 1947

still etched on Huagh Jarrett 'n mind.

rrett was standing aft on the decks of the navy's mine-
WARRNAMBOOL, as It slowly swept the adges of a reef off
north Queensland, searching for the ‘“nlack Death" - some
mines laid along the coast during World War 1l to
routes and the country from German and Japanese invasion.

wgweeper, it had been a successful oxercise, &Since the end of
vears earlier, HMAS WARRNAMBOOL had swept up more than 300
f south as Storm Bay in Tasmania to as far north as

the job since some fishermen were blown up by a
recalled Hugh Jarrett. His role included
, nine mines on beaches and one Japanese long lance

September 13, 1947, time stopped for the WARRNAMBOOL when it
mine - laid five years sarlier by one of our own ships, the
within minutes the little grey minesweeper was sinking.

their lives and 52 were injured. I remember being
++ into the air, along with everyone standing near me. We
borne and one man jumped overboard, never to be seen again,“
commander Jarrett said., "We had the dubious distinction of being the
last HAN ship to sink in World War 11.

“and I earned the dubious honor of being foundation member of the RAN
Peacetime Disaster Socliety," chuckled the man who became a commander
with a distinguished naval record.

in command of the minelayer BUNGAREE five years earlier was Commander
R B A ("Bunker") Hunt, who, when he met Hugh Jarrett years later at a
dinner in England, told him he well remembered laying the mine in the
warm tropical waters in 1941.

"He told me he turned the minelayer at rest very carefully =o her stern
overhung the reef, gave the order for 'half ahead', and then commenced
the lay, effectively laying the first mine in deep water right alongside
the reef. "He told me at the dinner - 'I knew someone would have trouble
sweeping that one!," Commander Jarrett said.

When the WARRNAMBOOL went down he was left in command for a time as the
captain and other senior officers were knocked unconscious.

"t remember being lifted high off the deck and was astonished to see the
whole ship 1ift out of the water, bows highest, in a flurry of white

foam and then crash down with its bows nearly under water. Apart fram the
noise of the explosion, the ship rattled like all the saucepans one could
imagine falling from a great height." He recalled there was alarm but

no panic.

"Some of the crew had survived years of wartime service plus two years
of post-war minesweeping with the continuing threat of what had just
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Hn wxll be there to
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BUNGAREE 50 years ago was a Frankston
, John Groves. At 17 he was officlally
he west form of marine life"”. John Groves
.,r, xnC¢uding the time it escaped damage in
anese midget submarine attack on May 31,

"Lovingly, we called her a rust bucket - a
a pirate ship manned by a tough crew of
just out of basic training from Flinders

! important unit of the Australian fleet
he*oes of World War l1. We were told there
crew to relieve us every six months to alleviate
of working in a minelayer - but of course this

was not known what would happen if the BUNGAREE,
23 mines, was hit by gunfire or torpedoed while

The ship ended its mine laying in 1943 and became a survey and later a
store ship, travelling around the south eastern Australian coast in
well-guarded convoys.

she would “die as she had lived" - working for the Kowloon Navigation
Company she struck a mine in the Saigon River, Vietnam, in 1966 and
sank,

After meeting briefly at the start of the war during training duties at
Toorbul Point, Queensland, John Groves and Hugh Jarrett were not to
meet again for almost half a century. Three years ago, John saw Hugh's
name in the local telephone book. "Yes, it was the same Hugh Jarrett -
we've been friende and colleagues ever since."

Hugh Jarrett is president of the Victorian chapter of the Naval
Historical Society of Australia while John Groves is a committee member.
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