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                                 Reaper – Medium Altitude, Long Endurance Unmanned Aircraft 
 

The RAAF is to operate a fleet of 12 to 16 General Atomics MQ-9 Reaper armed medium-altitude, long-

endurance (MALE) unmanned aircraft.  The new aircraft will provide enhanced firepower and intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance support to a range of missions. 
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From the President: 
 

Major General Mike O’Brien CSC 
 

 
 

The year started well with a a brilliant address by 

Professor Matthew Clarke from Deakin University on 
China’s One Road One Belt initiative in the Pacific and its 

implications for Australia.     
 

I wish to particularly thank the State Branch of the RSL 

for providing their excellent premises for our monthly 
addresses. The help given by the State President, Dr Rob 

Webster and his CEO, Brigadier Mike Annett has been 
most generous. 

 
Unfortunately, our March speaker had to cancel, public 

holidays precluded April, and our May speaker has yet to 

be finalised.  The May election date means that the 
availability of some speakers is uncertain. 

 
Your Council has been participating in a review of the 

structure and role of our national body the Royal United 

Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies 
Australia Limited (RUSIDSS).  Discussions are continuing 

between the Board and the State based Constituent 
Bodies (CBs).  I thank Vice President Roger Buxton for 

representing me in these deliberations during my 
absence overseas 

 

2019 will be a challenging year for RUSI Victoria. We 
need to recruit more (and younger) members and we 

need your help with this task. 
 

                                                          Mike O’Brien 

 

 

 

 
 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bequests 
 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria 
 

The Royal United Services Institute of Victoria was established 
in 1890. It seeks to promote informed debate on and improve 
public awareness and understanding of defence and national 

security.  
 
The Institute maintains a specialist library to assist in this, as 
well as scheduling regular lectures and visits of interest. The 
costs of doing so, however are becoming burdensome and are 
exacerbated by an ageing and declining membership.  
 
To allow us to continue to provide services to members and the 
community into the future, you could greatly assist us by 
remembering the Institute in your will. Should you desire 
assistance in adding an appropriate codicil to your will, please 
contact the Secretary at secretary@rusivic.org.au. If you have 
added a bequest to your will, it would be of assistance to be 
advised of it (not the specific amount) in case we need to 
communicate with you or your executors. 
 

 

February Speaker: Professor Matthew Clarke 
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

I am pleased to report that nothing has happened to 

needs reporting on. A nice quiet Quarter, no doubt 
helped by the fact that we were all on leave for most of 

it. Although there have been several of membership 
losses over the last few months, mainly due to ill health, 

I am pleased that we seem to be maintaining our 
strength with a steady flow of new members. 

 

Unfortunately, the speaker we had hoped to get for 
March became unavailable. Given the short notice, we 

felt it best to cancel the March talk.    Our April date 
clashes with Easter and ANZAC Day. -Accordingly, there 

will be no speaker in April.  May is almost locked in and I 

will advise as soon as we have confirmed the speaker. 

 
RUSIDSS NSW have advised that the print edition of the 

United Service Journal has ceased publication. 
 
‘In early December, the publishers of the United Service 

advised that it would cease trading. RUSIDSS-NSW 

immediately sought expressions of interest (EoI) from 
similar suitable firms for the publication of the journal, 

beginning with Vol. 70, No. 1 March 2019.  EoI 

invitations were sent to 11 companies, of which six 
responded.  Three subsequently dropped out once, 

having done their due diligence, they realized they could 
not absorb the extra work-load. The other three each 

made an offer, but none of them were prepared to carry 

the risk that advertising revenue might not cover costs – 
this would have to be picked up by us. As we are not 

willing to carry the risk either, a decision has been made 
to publish United Service Vol 70 No. 1 March 2019 online 

only. It is likely that subsequent issues also will be 
published online only. 

The effect of this decision is that there will be no hard 

copies (paper copies) of the journal to mail to members. 

We appreciate that this represents what some members 
will see as a diminution in service.  For that we can only 

apologise.  It is a sign of the times with the rising costs 
of printing and postage not being sufficiently offset by 
advertising revenue and sponsorships. 

 

 

In order to continue to receive United Service RUSIVIC 
members need to ensure that their email address is up-
to-date.   

If you have not notified the Secretary of your email 
address please do so now – paper is running out! 

The Office will be closed over the Easter – ANZAC Day 
period.  If you are going away for Easter, remember to 
drive safely.  RUSIVIC needs you. 

                                                             Bob Hart  
 

Programme Dates 

 

30 May  Lunchtime Address ANZAC House  
Speaker TBA 

New Members 

We welcome new members admitted at the February 
Council Meeting: 

 

Mr Michael Marinelli 
Ms Kathryn Williamson 

Mr John Williamson 
Mr Daniel Gluer 

 

There have been no deaths or resignations 
                                                             

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                   

 

 
 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best 

collection in Victoria on defence and military related 
subjects by donating to your RUSI VIC Library Fund. The 

RUSI VIC Library Fund is a Deductible Gift Recipient 
(DGR) approved by the Australian Taxation Office, and 

monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are tax deductible by 

the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. 

Receipts will be provided. 

 

  Bob’s Hart – office companion 

 



5 Opinion:  

Affording Deterrence 

The Defence Budget is under pressure – and it’s probably 

going to get worse.   

 
The Scene 

 
The Rudd-Gillard governments reduced defence 

expenditure to 1.56% GDP partly by deferring acquisition 

decisions.  Subsequent coalition governments have 
increased spending to 1.9% GDP with the promise of 2% 

in 2020.  Defence is not an issue at the May Federal 
election as the opposition has matched the government’s 

2% of GDP commitment. 

 
Currently a massive naval shipbuilding program is 

underway which provides replacements for most of the 
fleet and increases the number of submarines from six to 

12. This has been done partly as industry policy to create 
jobs in South Australia.  From a defence view the 

program is running several years late.  As the first of 12 

new Attack Class submarines is planned to be delivered 
in 2034 and the last in 2050, an unbudgeted upgrade to 

existing Collins Class submarines appears likely.  The 
submarines will be the most potent element of Australia’s 

strategic deterrent.   They will be complemented by an 

Air Force strike force of Joint Strike Fighters operating 
with tanker and electronic warfare support. 

 

 
            
 
               Attack Class Submarine, nee Shortfin Barracuda 

 

Long-lead times are involved in these acquisitions, 
particularly as Australia has continued its preference of 

buying bespoke complex systems off the drawing board, 

thereby incurring higher technical risks.  Viewed against 
the rate of geopolitical change, the current recovery of 

defence spending may prove to be too little too late. 
 

The geopolitics of our region is overshadowed by the 
demography and economic rise of China and India – the 

world’s most populous nations.  In the South China Sea 

and the western Pacific there is an ongoing geopolitical 
contest between the US and China.   The US–China 

relationship is crucial to the world economy.   With 
strong but different relationships with both countries it is 

in Australia’s interest to ensure that peaceful and 

beneficial outcomes prevail that recognise China’s 
changed status, and America’s continuing leadership in 

maintaining the values of the west. 
 

For Australia to play a constructive role in the resolution 

of the US-China relationship in the Pacific it should not 
appear to be an uncritical appendage of the US.          

 

 
 

As well as having interoperability with US forces, the ADF 
needs to be perceived as a credible deterrent in its own-

right – able to inflict unacceptable losses upon an 
adversary.  This probably means an even larger defence 

budget. 

 
As well as US–China rivalry, there are also long-term 

global stresses relating to uneven population growth 
between rich and poor countries, energy shortages, 

environmental degradation, climate change, economic 

instability and inequality.  In parts of the world it is 
reasonable to expect that there will be energy, food and 

fresh water shortages resulting in civil instability, mass 
uncontrolled population movements, and possibly wars.   

Directly or indirectly these situations will affect Australia 
and likely involve the ADF. 

 

These stresses are exacerbated by the rising speed of 
global connectivity of human activities, technologies and 

societies, and the escalating power of small groups. 
Threats include terrorism, cyber-crime and cyber-

warfare, and the employment of WMD by state and non-

state entities.   
 

 
 
                       F-35A, Lightning II, Joint Strike Fighter 

 

The Economy 
 

Currently there is a global economic slow-down 

associated with President Trump’s trade confrontation 
with China.   

 
Economic growth in Australia of about 2.4% is largely 

based on population growth, 60% of which is due to 

immigration.  Net annual overseas migration of 224,000 
is made up of permanent migration of about 160,000, 

and various classes of temporary migration.  Economic 
health is very much based on real estate, resource 

exports and immigration.  There is low unemployment, 
low inflation, low interest rates and low wage growth.  

Productivity growth (GDP/Head) has been very low 

(0.8%).  Other economic features are high levels of 
public and private debt, a high cost of housing and 

electricity. To increase the growth rate of GDP, both 
absolutely and per head of population.  Australia needs 

to increase productivity and participation. 

 
 Australia has an over-dependence on China as its 

principal customer for iron ore, coal and LNG, and is 
vulnerable to China’s switching suppliers or a recession in 

the Chinese economy.   
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Despite the government concluding a record number of 

free trade agreements with other emerging Asian 
countries, the value of trade has yet to increase.  India 

and Indonesia offer huge potential. 
 

Australia’s debt problem is complemented by increasing 

health and welfare costs related to an ageing population.   
The federal government also has a high level of non-

discretionary expenditure on the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme and other bi-partisan commitments.    

A relatively new expenditure category relates to climate 

change – abatement, mitigation and when necessary 
adaption.  This category is likely to escalate in the 2020s 

and beyond.  
 

While both major political parties argue for income tax 
cuts, future budgets require more revenue and less 

expenditure, and current political alignments make this 

very difficult to achieve. 
 

Wages growth has been very slow, along with 
productivity growth.  There is a feeling that workers have 

been exploited to the benefit of shareholders and higher 

management.  Expectations of higher wages have been 
reinforced by vested interests from Treasury, The 

Reserve Bank, the Trade Union movement and the Labor 
Party.  

 
Opportunities and threats to the economy are associated 

with the introduction of artificial intelligence.  Gains from 

increased efficiency may be offset by potentially massive 
job losses related to the use of artificial intelligence in 

professional, semi-professional and other occupations 
which have so far escaped automation and robotics.  

Societal adaption to AI disruption is likely to be 

accompanied with increased public expenditure on 
welfare and retraining, and in the short-term with a 

decrease in taxation revenue. 
 

From a big picture – long view perspective, we are 

currently living beyond our means, and need to increase 
productivity and participation. 

 
A necessary step to enhancing international 

competitiveness is fixing eastern Australia’s electricity 
supply network to restore inexpensive and reliable power 

to industry and households. 

 
A reform that could significantly increase productivity is 

rationalization of Federal-state relationships, ending 
wasteful duplication.  Other major economic reforms 

include comprehensive tax reform, drastically reducing 

red tape and better targeted welfare provisions.  With 
the exception of targeted welfare, neither major political 

party has shown interest in implementing major 
economic reforms.  

 
Funding an increase in defence spending by the proceeds 

of productivity driven economic growth is relatively 

uncontroversial.   In the absence of a readily identified 
direct threat to Australia’s security, funding defence at 

the expense of other government programs is likely to 
meet resistance. The public mood is not inclined to 

sacrifice and accepting possible plateauing or declining 

living standards in order to build resilience and enhance  

 
security.  An example is the provision of adequate 

strategic liquid fuel reserves which is ‘off the political 
radar’ and has been ignored for decades. 

 
The Mood 

 

The Mood or Spirit of the Times is inward looking, with a 
focus on rights, not responsibilities. There has been a 

loss of trust in institutions both public and private, with 
various Royal Commissions exposing abuse of trust by 

clergy, priests, bankers, age and disability carers.  This 

has fostered a victim mentality – with a focus on 
compensation.  There has also been a loss of trust in the 

major political parties, engendered by partisan politics 
and the placing of personal and party interests above the 

national interest.  A result has been an increased number 
of independents pursuing sectional interests.  Identity 

politics has focused on women, indigenous Australians, 

refugees, racism, asylum seekers, pensioners, self-
funded retirees, et al, and not the country as-a-whole. 

 
As outlined in the 2016 Defence White Paper Australia’s 

formerly benign strategic circumstances have changed.  

They have further deteriorated in the intervening years 
with advances by China in the South China Sea, and the 

penetration of China’s  ‘soft-power’ in the SW Pacific. 
 

Politicians need to ‘sell’ the need for a strong and 
probably larger Defence Force on the basis of prudence 

and not fear.  If economic growth cannot satisfy future 

budgets, Australians may have to face the uncomfortable 
choice between security and an increasing standard of 

living. 
 

Conclusion 

 
Australia needs to restructure the ADF as a deterrent 

force.  Most probably it will need to increase the priority 
and funding of defence.  This may be difficult as there 

are many competing needs and issues.   The opportunity 

cost of greater security may involve some sacrifice of 
living standards. 

 
Australia needs adept and effective diplomacy to 

safeguard the national interest and make the best of the 
uncertain times ahead.  Our diplomacy needs to be 

backed by a strong defence force.  Future federal 

governments need the skill and the will to resist cuts to 
the defence budget and most probably to increase 

defence spending.   RUSI has a role in ensuring the 
public is aware of the priorities and choices involved. 

 

                                                         Mike Rawlinson 
 

 

 

 

 
If you want peace, prepare for war. 
 
                            Vegetius – Roman General 
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has eleven Book Reviews.  On behalf of members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria Library thanks authors and publishers for providing copies for 

review.   If you would like a hard copy of a review, please contact the Secretary. 
 

 

Our Corner of the Somme 
Australia at Villers-Bretonneux 
Australian Army History Series 

 
Romain Fathi 

Cambridge University Press, Port Melbourne Vic 2019 
Hardback   270pp   RRP: $59.95 

 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, February 2019 

 

This is a doctoral work 
that examines every 

aspect of the ‘Australian – 
French connection’ that is 

Villers-Bretonneux’. 

   

Commencing with 

Germany’s Operation 
Michael (4-5 April 1918), 

the German diversion and 

Allied counterattack (24-
25 April) both at Villers-

Bretonneux, and the 
Battle of Amiens (8 – 11 

Aug 1918) and examining 
the composition of the Allied forces involved, the 

massive discrepancy between fact and mythology is laid 

bare.  

In Australia’s case, a victory was sorely needed to boost 

recruiting after the defeat of the second conscription 
referendum of December 1917, so the propaganda 

machine had swung into action, especially when it came 

to the role played by Anzacs in France. Other 
combatants involved were conveniently overlooked even 

when they played a far greater role. Australia ‘saved 
Villers-Bretonneux, defended Amiens, and played a huge 

part in the victory on the Western Front. The reality was 

that Australia had one corps of five divisions (that fought 
in the British IV Army), on the Western Front, Canada 

had one corps, and France had a total of 104 divisions 
on the entire Western Front. Most French were aware 

that British dominions fought in Europe and few today 

have even heard of Villers-Bretonneux. 

Perhaps the best-known feature of Villers-Bretonneux is 

the Victoria School – a gift not wanted at the time by 
the locals desperate for an entity that would go towards 

restoring employment. It came with strings attached and 
was also to be seen as a memorial to the Victorian 

Education Department’s commitment to the war effort. 

Targeting children with Australia’s version of history that 
omitted the defendants of all other countries was the 

most effective way of ensuring Australian’s deeds would 
be kept alive and their graves would be tended. 

Victoria’s total gift to the community comprised only 

three percent of the monies used in Villers-Bretonneux’s 
post-war restoration! ‘The Australian enterprise of self-

aggrandisement, promoted at institutional levels . . . 

reveals a need for external praise and validation to 

strengthen the emerging national tradition.’ (page 64). 

In August 1938 the Australian National Memorial was 
opened at Villers-Bretonneux with 30 000 troops 

(actually 2000) lining the road, a guard of honour of at 

least 1500 promised (400) and 100 000 French (2000) 
to visit after the opening being typical of the 

exaggeration and overstatement of importance of the 
event. From the Memorial’s unveiling until the late 1980s 

Villers-Bretonneux faded from Australia’s 

commemorative agenda, apart from Anzac Day 
ceremonies that commenced in 1951. A French-

Australian museum was opened in the attic of the 
Victoria School on Anzac Day 1975. The twinning of 

Villers-Bretonneux with Robinvale (NW Victoria) 

occurred in 1984. 

 Prime Ministers Bob Hawke and John Howard were 

instrumental in pushing Anzac ‘values’ as part of the 
nation’s history and there was resurgence in Australians’ 

visits to Anzac Cove and the Western Front. In 1993 the 
Unknown Soldier was exhumed at Villers-Bretonneux, 

and his reburial at the Australian War Memorial’s Hall of 

Memory became a national commemoration. Prime 
Minister Keating denied Australia’s ‘Britishness’ - 

implying it was now an independent nation (ready to 
become a republic). As the level of Australian 

government representation at Villers-Bretonneux 
ceremonies rose, so has the level of French government 

officials attending them. 

From the 1980s the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA) has worked tirelessly in the promotion of the 

Anzacs (in all conflicts) in Australia’s collective memory. 
The French have become more involved as they see the 

economic benefits of the tourists (rather than pilgrims) 

to the north east of France. In 2008 Australia took over 
the running of the Villers-Bretonneux Anzac Dawn 

Service and it has become entrenched as one of the 
three televised Anzac services in Australia. The opening 

on Anzac eve 2018 of the Sir John Monash Centre 
marked the centrepiece of the DVA Anzac Remembrance 

Trail project. Historical accuracy was not the intention of 

the Centre: described by one commentator as not being 
for scholars, but for entertainment. ‘Since 1918 the 

Australian government and its representatives have 
delivered speeches and erected plaques, monuments 

and memorials that have gone beyond the 

commemoration of the dead and have underpinned a 

proud national narrative’ (page 199). 

Commensurate with other volumes in this series, the 
presentation is immaculate, with photographs, maps, 

graphs, appendices, 32 pages of notes, a 21-page 

bibliography and index. Fathi’s readable style makes this 

an appealing examination of our corner of the Somme. 
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The Western Front Diaries of 
Charles Bean 

 
Peter Burness (Ed) 

NewSouth Books 2018 
Hardback   644pp   RRP: $79.99 

 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, December 2018 
 

Charles Bean plays the one of the 
chief roles in Australian 

understanding of the First World 
War. He reported on it from the 

beginning of the AIF’s 

involvement to the end of the war 
and beyond. He observed it at 

close quarters throughout. He 
was appointed official historian 

and in producing the renowned 

twelve volumes change the way 
official histories were written: his volumes recounted the 

war not only the way commanders saw it but also 
especially how it affected the individuals who fought it. 

His meticulous diaries formed the framework of his 
histories. To cap his achievements, as if they were in 

themselves not enough, he provided the inspiration for 

the Australian War Memorial. 

There have been several biographies of Bean and 

several more books that have examined his writings. 
Extracts of his diaries have also been published. Is there 

a place for this volume? The answer is a resounding yes! 

This is a massive volume of well over 600 pages, 
weighing in at well over 1kg. It is very well illustrated 

but it is far from being a decorative coffee-table book. 
Bean’s Western Front diaries have been, as you would 

expect, transcribed in full. There has been no 

censorship, even though the occasional remark can 
make the reader wince. The transcription has sensitively 

expanded the telegraphese of the diary so that the 
narrative flows – without changing it urgency – no mean 

feat. It is extensively annotated and complemented with 
entries from other diaries such as that of Frank Hurley. 

Burness’ footnotes about the people Bean mentions add 

colour to the diary: we find that Captain Boccard ‘was a 
battle-scarred and decorated officer ... He had lost a leg. 

– He died in Melbourne in 1935.’ 

The photographs supplementing the text are well 

chosen from the treasure house at the War Memorial 

and are accurately described. Bean’s sketches appear 
and some of the lesser-seen paintings from the 

Memorial’s collection are a useful addition. The index is 
first-class.  As you would expect, it is the narrative that 

grasps the reader’s attention. Charles Bean was a 
sensitive man with good education. He was a keen and 

critical observer and the immediacy of his record in its 

full glory is the great benefit of this well-constructed 
book. It is one that all military history enthusiasts should 

consider purchasing. 

Let us hope that this is not the last word on Charles 

Bean. A similar volume on his Gallipoli diaries is certainly 

called for. 

Only One Place: 
A man, a family, a war and a homecoming … an 

Australian story of virtue and renewal 
 
Robyn Whinfield 

Robyn Whinfield, Darwin  2018 

Paperback   398pp   RRP: $30.00 
 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, February 2019 
      

In the last few years a group of dedicated authors have 

published annotated transcriptions of diaries and letters 
of soldier who served in the First World War. In every 

case, these books have added a valuable contribution to 
our understanding of that war. They provide valuable 

material for researchers 
and for future generations.  

Some of the transcriptions 

have been very good 
indeed – others much less 

so. This book is clearly in 
the first category. 

      

It is always difficult for 
those without direct 

military experience to 
understand - indeed, 

translate – the experiences 
of the Great War. What do 

all those acronyms, 

abbreviations and slang 
terms mean? Is a brigade bigger than a battalion or 

company? What’s a troop? Is it an army or a regimental 
number? These issues and a legion of others can cause 

misinterpretations and difficulties. Then there’s 

geography. Where are all those places mentioned in the 
text? How can we show them on maps? Then there’s the 

question of context. Who is our soldier? Where was he 
born and raised and what do he do before enlistment? 

What happened during the gaps in diaries and 
correspondence? What was the larger result of battles 

he was engaged in at his level? 

      
Perhaps the most important inclusions are an index and 

a list of references. These make a transcription so much 
more usable and useful to readers. The perception that 

some have that these items are difficult to achieve or 

even unnecessary is to be greatly regretted. 
     

 ‘Proper’ publication is a must. The law requires deposit 
copies for national libraries and an ISBN (International 

Standard Book Number). There are good reasons for 

these requirements. 
 

As you may gather, these characteristics make up my 
checklist for whether a book is good or otherwise. Robyn 

Whinfield’s book meets all my criteria. In telling Horace’s 
story in 1917-1918 as a soldier in the 60th Battalion she 

has done us all a great service. Buy a copy when you 

have a chance! 
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Dear Grandpa, Why? 
Reflections from Kokoda to Hiroshima 

 
John L Read 

Wakefield Press, Adelaide 2018 
Paperback   192pp   RRP: $24.95 

 

Reviewer: Ian Freer, January 2019 
 

     This is a gem of a book. It 
describes John Read’s 

revelations as he uncovers 

the story of his grandfather 
Eddie Mobsby, a young 

Australian pilot on attachment 
to a USAF bomber unit, who 

was lost in action in a B-25 
over Papua New Guinea 

in1942. Read’s interest is 

sparked in 2011 by 
photographs shown to him by 

his mother. They raise 
questions in his mind, not 

only about his grandfather but also about the broader 

context of Australia’s war with Japan. His book recounts 
the factual discoveries made during his investigations 

but also describes the emotional and intellectual 
conclusions he reaches in the process, most of which he 

has not previously considered. His quest for facts about 
his grandfather therefore becomes interwoven with his 

reflections on Australia’s war with Japan, and the 

combination makes for interesting and thought-

provoking reading. 

To marshal his thoughts initially, Read writes an 
imaginary letter to his ‘Grandpa’ in which he asks several 

fundamental questions. Given that he was 32 years of 

age with two young daughters did he enlist to fight 
Hitler in Europe or to prevent Japan from invading 

Australia; would he do it again; did his involvement 
make a difference; did he survive the crash given that 

the crew were posted as Missing in Action? John Read’s 
quest for answers leads him to discussions with 

American relatives of Eddie’s bomber crew, the village of 

Isogo in Papua New Guinea to locate Eddie’s grave and 
the site of his crashed bomber, to Canberra and the War 

Memorial, to Osaka to meet a Japanese family on a 
similar quest, and finally to a medal ceremony with 

Commander-in-Chief USAF Pacific. The book is enlivened 

throughout by fascinating snippets of detail which are in 
themselves interesting and which bring richness and 

colour to the story. 

However, in many ways it is the philosophical reflections 

on war and the need for it to be avoided that are the 

important messages from the book. John Read tackles 
these in a clever conversational style, which he weaves 

into the fabric of the story as it unfolds. For example, his 
discussions with the Japanese family during a visit to 

Osaka cause him to reflect on the necessity for dropping 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. He handles 

this complex topic with skill and sympathy, describing 

the arguments from both sides. In the process, he 
highlights the domineering role of the Japanese military 

who at the time seemed disinclined to surrender despite 
the horrendous casualties caused by the incendiary 

bombing of Tokyo. He explores the commonly held view 

that the Japanese were the villains in the war, providing 
historic context in the process. During these deeper 

discussions, he is careful with his words and expresses 

himself clearly. 

In summary, this is not a history book yet it contains 

interesting historical facts about Papua New Guinea and 
Japan’s war efforts at the time. ‘Dear Grandpa, Why?’ is 
a charming and well-written book. It is insightful, 
thought provoking and extremely enjoyable. As Charlie 

Lynn, Kokoda Tracks, said in his excellent Foreword, “… 
it is easy to read and hard to put down.” I thoroughly 

enjoyed it, found it hard to put down and strongly 

recommend it.  

 

 

Frederick Whirlpool VC 
Australia’s Hidden Victoria Cross 

 
Alan Leek 

Big Sky Publishing 2018 
Paperback   265pp   RRP: $29.99 

 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, February 2019 

 

In his foreword to this book, 
the Director of the Australian 

War Memorial, Dr Brendan 

Nelson, describes this volume 
as ‘a detailed look at an 

intriguing man’.  Whirlpool 
was certainly that. His Victoria 

Cross was won for two actions 

in the Indian Mutiny in 1858. 
His wounds led to his 

discharge from the British 
Army and he emigrated to 

Australia and enlisted in the 
Hawthorn and Kew Volunteer 

Rifle Regiment. His medal was presented to him in 

Melbourne, the first VC to be received by a man in 
Australian uniform. The Cross is displayed at the 

Australian War Memorial as part of its extensive 

collection. 

 Alan Leek has constructed an extensive account of 

Whirlpool’s life and times, rescuing him from his prior 
relative obscurity. His research had many obstacles to 

overcome. Whirlpool was a man who did not relish the 
reputation of a VC winner and changed his name several 

times. Added to this, Australian records in the 1860s 

were far from well kept.  

The author has unravelled the life of this soldier and the 

lives of those around him in great detail with extensive 
references to source documents. The result is 

sometimes unnecessarily complex. Nevertheless, this is 
a valuable addition to the stories of those awarded ‘For 

Valour’. 
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The Looming Tower: 
Al-Qaeda and the road to 9/11  

 

Lawrence Wright 
Allen Lane (Penguin), NewYork 2006 

Paperback   469pp 

Reviewer:  Rowan Story 

 

Lawrence Wright is a staff writer for 
the New Yorker and a Fellow at the 
Centre on Law and Security at New 
York University School of Law. The 
Looming Tower describes the 
genesis of Al-Qaeda and the events 
leading to the attack on the World 
Trade Centre in 2001. 

 

After interviewing more than 500 
sources in the Middle East, Europe 
and America Wright has written a 
work of non-fiction that is as 

gripping and involving as any thriller. By describing the roots 
of Al-Qaeda in the Muslim Brotherhood he makes more 
understandable the ideology behind today’s worldwide Islamist 
terror movement. The Egyptian Sayyid Qutb, writing after 
spending two years (1949 – 1951) in America, developed a 
fierce hatred of what he saw as the godlessness and hedonism 
of that country. Qutb became the leader of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt and articulated the basic principles of 
radical Islamism. One of Qutb’s students, who later became his 
lawyer, was the uncle of Ayman al-Zawahri. When Qutb was 
executed Zawahri helped form an underground cell devoted to 
overthrowing the Egyptian government. He was 15 years old. 

He later became a medical practitioner and joint leader of Al-
Qaeda with Osama bin Laden who was at times his patient. 
Throughout Dr al-Zawahri’s development of his theories and 
practise of jihad he continued to work as a doctor. In 1996 bin 
Laden declared war on America from a cave in Afghanistan 
with Dr al-Zawahri at his side.  

 

The Looming Tower is also a book about John O’Neill, an FBI 
agent who became chief of the FBI’s counter terrorism section 
in 1995. O’Neill was a complex personality with a complicated 
personal life. He struggled with the rivalry between the CIA 
and the FBI and was one of the very few people to have an 
inkling of the incipient threat from Al-Qaeda. He left the FBI in 
August 2001 and became head of security at the World Trade 
Centre. He died in the attack on 9/11. His narrative 
personalises the larger tragedy. The story of the attempts by 
the two security services to understand a threat that they were 
slowly becoming aware of is thrown into sharp and painful 
relief by our knowledge of the eventual outcome. 

 

This thoroughly researched, comprehensively referenced and 
well-written book helps us to understand the minds of the 
global jihadis in particular the philosophy of bin Laden and Dr 
al-Zawahri. The book also shows the difficulties that western 
representative democracies experience in dealing with 
asymmetrical and innovative threats. The Looming Tower is 
recommended as essential reading for our times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Gap 
The inside story of the NSA in Australia 

 
David Rosenberg 
Hardie Grant Books 2018 

Paperback   288pp   RRP: $29.99 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, January 2019 

 
Originally published in 2011 as 
Inside Pine Gap, the release of 
this work has coincided with the 
2018 TV mini-series for which 
Rosenberg was the technical and 
creative consultant. Pine Gap has 
married autobiographical with 
academic writing. Rosenberg 
explains the difficulties (read 

‘hurdles’) in delivering his story 
without it suffering major 
redactions.  

  

He begins with his choice between 
working for the CIA and NSA and 

the steps involved in gaining entry to both. After working in 
the Maryland, USA from 1986 to 1990, he took up a two-year 
posting to Pine Gap that lasted eighteen years! Included is the 
history of the base from purchase of the land (1960s) to the 
initial construction of the facility (requiring conversion from 
American drawings in imperial units to metric units used by its 
Australian builders) and subsequent expansions. 

 

The business of the satellite surveillance conducted at Pine 

Gap is examined in the three presidential eras spanning 
Rosenberg’s time at the facility(1990 – 2008). The critical 
issues on the world political stage and the necessary 
intelligence that was required to successfully manage them are 
fully covered: from Operation Desert Storm, the end of the 
Cold War, Somalia, Russia, Serbia, Kosovo, Al-Qaeda, China, 
Afghanistan, the War on Terror, Iraq and North Korea. 

 Rosenberg fully integrated himself into the Alice Springs 
community, and considers ‘The Alice’ being responsible for the 
total integration of effort and trust between American and 
Australian operatives at Pine Gap. 

 

On leaving the NSA, becoming an Australian citizen and not 
being able to elaborate on his previous work provided a major 
hurdle for Rosenberg in gaining employment that would fully 

utilize his knowledge and skills. He now works in the media 
and as a professional speaker. 

 

An Afterword that examines the ethics of eavesdropping is a 
major bonus. Not only does Rosenberg justify its need, he 
provides the framework for safeguarding the users and those 
who are the subject of the surveillance. Included are a number 
of appendices, a Glossary, Notes that are rich with online 
references, a Bibliography and an Index. 

 

This is a most enlightening and readable work that breaks 
down the mystique of Pine Gap. It justifies its necessity for the 
collection of information critical to political and military 
decisions in a complex world where rouge elements are 
capable of wreaking havoc.  
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Military Law in Colonial Australia 
 
Neil Preston 

The Federation Press, Annandale NSW 2016 
Paperback    344pp   RRP $89.95 

 
Reviewer:  Paul Willie, January 2019 

 
The purpose of this work 
revealed in his earlier 
publication Military Law in The 
Twentieth Century - The 
Development of a Common 
Disciplinary Code was the first in 
what might have been a trilogy 
covering three eras of Military 
Discipline in Australia. The 
missing era being that between 

the early part of the twentieth 
Century apart from the new 
Disciplinary Code. It was not 
intended to be a history of the 
Australian Colonies armed forces 
rather, a survey of the 
disciplinary law governing those 

forces.   

Unleavened, the ennui threatened by exposure to a desert of 
bare legislation must have been a concern to the Author. Not 
for Neil Preston AM the recourse to the blunt remedy of the 
sensational modernists. Given the context and 
interdependence of the matters shaping any Disciplinary Code 
namely the type of Force to which it is to apply-in turn 
influenced by the circumstances extant at its raising and its 
intended use, allow of several very informative discourses used 
to enliven the narrative of his Survey. These include: A 
background of colonial events, both British and Local from 
which such law derived, Constitutional law, Defence history 
prior to 1854, Disciplinary Law applicable to British permanent 
and part time forces and a short survey of the development 
English law. Absent an existing compendium appropriate to 
purpose, it became necessary to research these matters from 
scattered sources. 

A section on Meaning of Terms Used is more than a dictionary, 
drawing attention to the multiple meanings of what might be 
termed idioms as militia, volunteer, regular still in common 
use. On the other hand, the use of a non-capitalized letter of 
Proper Nouns despite logical argument and referenced 
authority justifying the practice may be more problematic for 
some readers. 

The recognition that ideally, coverage of the operational effect 
of the Codes in practice would have been warranted but 
dismissed on grounds that the book would not have been 
finished if the serious research required by that task had been 
undertaken.is not an unacceptable rationalisation by the 
author who at the time of the publication of his earlier work in 
2006 was 81. 

 In my view Neil Preston (who might fairly be described as one 
of the Fathers of the Common Disciplinary Code after 15 years 
on the working committee responsible for the legislation) 

clearly succeeds in his purpose. Ultimately, by providing a 

unique and scholarly reference source, thoroughly enriched by 
the perceptive insights in the fulsome appendices and 
footnotes. 

 

 

 

 

Australia’s First Spies 
The remarkable story of Australia’s intelligence 

operations, 1901-45 
 
John Fahey 

Allen and Unwin 2018 
Paperback   456pp   RRP: $34.99 

 

Reviewer: Bob Hart, February 2019 
 

This is a rather unsatisfying 
book. Perhaps the tone is 
set in the author’s preface 
where he states that he 
was a member of DSD 
(now ASD) in the 1980s, 
about 30 years ago, so he 
cannot tell what happened 

75 years ago because it 
may affect what is 
happening now. This 
suggests a little boy telling 
his playmates that he has a 
secret but they are not 
allowed to know what it is. 
Even self-identifying as a 
past member of DSD is 
officially frowned upon. 

 

The author then goes on to tell us that the definition of spies is 
what he wants it to be, not what the public perception is. 
Thus, a spy is someone who only collects intelligence and 
covertly at that. I had hoped that we would hear about Z Force 
and other like activities but apparently these are anathema to 
our author. His spies should be protected from outside 
interference and heaven forbid that they should ever be used 
for other than reporting intelligence. Thus we have the 
situation in 1942 where escapees from Rabaul bumped into a 
coast watcher. The author castigates the higher authorities in 
Australia for using the coast watcher to help 400 men escape 
from certain Japanese captivity, if they got that far. The 
massacres in the plantations around Rabaul bear witness to 
that. Yet who would realistically expect the Coastwatcher to 
turn his back on them? 

 

The tales of bravery of the various Coast Watchers and the 
dedication and hard work of the Sigint personnel described in 
the book are inspiring and well worth reading, but the author 
clearly has an axe to grind. He apparently uses 21st century 
hindsight to find fault with all authority in the intelligence 
community in Australia in the Second World War. He either 
fails to understand or willfully ignores the fact that virtually 
everyone was starting from scratch.  

 

The interwar period, with it’s desire to avoid wars coupled with 
the government parsimony caused by the Great Depression 
meant little was available for even normal defence matters, let 
alone the murky and ill-defined aspect of intelligence and 
espionage. Most people regarded espionage as ‘not quite the 
done thing’. Remember this was the time when the USA closed 
the State Department code breaking office because 
‘Gentlemen do not read other people’s mail”!  

                                                                         continued 
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Australia’s First Spies - continued 

Even MI5 and MI6 were operating on the smell of an oily rag 
and had a paltry number of staff, far fewer than most people 

realise.  

He devotes much space to the turf wars of the various Sigint 
groups - mainly US controlled and seems to find it ridiculous. 
Yet, even after two years of War, the UK was still trying to 
define responsibilities within the intelligence community. How 
much more for Australia where nearly everyone had been 
civilian mere months before! Expecting a fully-fledged 
intelligence organisation to spring up overnight is surely 
wishful thinking. 

In the end, he simply stops at 1945 at the end of the War. 
One would have expected a summarising of how valuable the 
Coast Watch system was and also the achievements of the 
Sigint community. Was the effort worthwhile? Were the lives of 
numerous Coast Watchers given for nothing? What happened 
to them all, after the War? How many suffered PTSD and how 
many were decorated for their efforts. The book is silent. 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Terrorism in Australia 
The story of Operation Pendennis 

 
Peter Moroney 
New Holland Publishers, Chatswood NSW 2018 

Paperback   221pp   RRP: $29.99 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, January 2019 

 

Peter Moroney joined 

the NSW Police Force 
in 1994 and became 
a detective four years 
later. By late 1998 he 
had transferred to 
the Special Crime 
Unit, then spent two 
years in Western 
Australia, before 
returning to Sydney. 

 

Moroney was aware 
of the February 1988 
Sydney Hilton Hotel 
bombing, but the 

Twin Towers 
catastrophe brought 
home to him that 
terrorism was not 
just something that 
existed on the other 

side of the world. He joined the newly formed Counter 
Terrorism Coordination Command Investigation Unit (later to 
become the Terrorism Investigations Squad) on 1 Sept 2003. 

A Muslim that had been paroled after serving time for drug 
charges, was known to have reverted to Islam whilst in jail 
and was openly vocal about his anti-Western beliefs. 
Surveillance of him, his associates and meetings they attended 
now became related to potential terrorist activities.  

The following two years until the final raid on 8 November 

2005 are documented in detail. Potential terrorists in both New 
South Wales and Victoria were being concurrently investigated 
(but were tried separately). TV news footage of police raids is 

not even the ‘tip of the iceberg’ – with numerous organizations 
involved in thousands of hours of physical surveillance, the 
examination of exhibits, transcripts of taped conversations, 
sites accessed on the internet, as well as the necessary 

documentation authorizing any raids to be undertaken.  

If printed, the seized electronic evidence of Operation 
Pendennis would have occupied almost 900 million pages! 
There were approximated 1000 exhibits tended to the 2008-09 
trial. Terrorist surveillance is not just sitting in a car with a 
coffee and a box of doughnuts. The aim is to prevent any 
devastating act by trying to decipher cryptic or coded 
messages intercepted, interpreting data and making well-
founded predictions. This is totally different compared to 
catching a criminal ‘after the deed’. The physical and emotional 
toll is huge as is the strain upon family relationships. Moroney 
embarked on the 5 November raid having been without sleep 
for over 30 hours. 

Naturally in an account of a surveillance operation, the reader 
can expect much mundane repetition. The personality of those 

under surveillance and those watching them were developed in 
an interesting and believable manner. A final chapter 
elaborates on the background, charges, sentence and release 
date of those found guilty - along with their photograph. There 
is a very brief summary of the trial and its outcomes. 

Whilst Terrorism in Australia maintained my interest 
throughout, it required some perseverance to unscramble 
clumsy sentence structures, missing prepositions and incorrect 
pronouns. If there is to be a reprint, the manuscript needs 
thorough editing first. 

 

 
 
 

 
Book Reviewers Wanted 

 
Due to the generosity of Australian and overseas 

publishers, RUSI – Vic Library finds itself swamped with 
copies of books that are required to be reviewed. To 

lighten the load and spread the workload, we are 
urgently seeking members who are prepared to assist 

with this task. 

 
It matters not that you have never review a book before 

– we can provide you with easy-to-follow guidance. As 
benefactors of their generosity, we have an obligation to 

the publishers. They are often looking for a review to 

include in their publicity for the launch of a new title – 
so timeliness (a reasonably short turnaround time) is 

expected.  
 

If you feel you can assist, we would be delighted to hear 

from you.   Please contact the Secretary Bob Hart, on 
9282 5918    
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Library Notes: 
 
Your library has been involved in a lot of activity in the 

New Year. As a result of the funds granted by the 
National Library of Australia, we were able to purchase 

five bays of additional shelving which have now been 

erected. This has alleviated the shortage of space for 
books and rare items. Naturally this also involved 

moving every book in the library to even out the 
spacing! We have also purchased a new map cabinet of 

modern metal construction. We were seriously 

overcrowded for map storage. We can now properly 
sort, encase in Mylar where judged necessary and stow 

the maps and charts. Eventually we will catalogue all the 
maps individually. 
 
The President appealed for donations from members to 

purchase some very rare 1915 Gallipoli maps with 

operational overlays and as a result of the generous 
response they were bought. Using the excess donations 

and remaining NLA grant funds the maps have been 
professionally preserved and framed. It is our intention 

to put up a display of maps in the Robertson room of 

the Officer’s Mess sometime this year, subject to 
approval.  We are applying again to the NLA for a 

further grant to progress our rebinding and refurbishing 
of rare books. 

 
As mentioned in the December report we have 

purchased a new computer and an additional 

cataloguing licence, this means we are able to have two 
cataloguers working at the same time. This has resulted 

in much increased productivity and convenience. Our 
Wi-Fi modem sputtered for some weeks then died after 

causing us much inconvenience and keyboard rage. We 

now have a new modem and a data plan giving us 
almost three times the data at half the previous cost. 

Curious how the Telcos keep quiet about new plans to 
existing customers. 

 
We have three additional volunteers this year, Kathryn 

Williamson (Mike’s sister-in-law) and her husband John 

and Daniel Gluer. All bring enthusiasm and initiative in 
this busy period. Kathryn has brought order and sanity 

to our domestic storage arrangements and is currently 
sorting our maps and recording data prior to 

cataloguing. John has brought photographic expertise 

which will be very beneficial, and Daniel has adapted 
quickly to the library routines and helped greatly using 

young muscles to assist in erecting shelving and 
importing the new (heavy) map cabinet. Our regular 

cataloguer Joan Poon and our scanner Joan Merenra 

continue to give dependable service. We are very 
grateful to them all. 

 
                                              Brian Surtees 

    Honorary Librarian 
 

 
Our new Brownbuilt Map Cabinet 

 

The Chatham House Rule 
 

The term ‘Chatham House Rule’ is frequently used when 

issues concerning Strategy, Intelligence or sensitive 
policy are being canvassed or discussed in a public 

forum by people of note, particularly officials, who have 
a specific knowledge in these areas.  They can speak 

more openly and freely if the Chatham House Rule 

applies at the meeting.  For this reason, members 
attending RUSI meetings are likely to receive more frank 

and accurate information than is generally available. 
We are often asked what the term actually means and 

so it was thought timely to make some explanatory 
comments. 

 

The Chatham House Rule is a guideline to the handling 
of sensitive material that may be included in lectures 

and presentations given at various forums. 
 

The Rule originated with the Royal Institute of 

International affairs, which is located at Chatham House 
in London.  The Rule, which was formulated as the 

Chatham House Rule of Confidentiality in 1927, states: 
When a meeting or part thereof, in held under the 
Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the 
information received, but neither the identity nor the 
affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other 
participant may be revealed. 
 

The Rule is not legally binding in any way, and indeed 
the only sanction that exists for a breach lies with the 

organisation sponsoring the lecture (members or others 

may be excluded from future meetings), or the lecturer, 
who may refuse in future to speak to the organisation. 

 
Comment: 

 

At RUSI VIC Lectures, the Chatham House Rule normally 
applies and for particularly sensitive presentations the 

Chairman will remind the audience of their obligations 
under the Rule. 

 
At seminars, the Rule may apply throughout the seminar 

or may be invoked for individual speakers as 

appropriate. 
During presentations when speakers are effectively 

making a public announcement, it will be stated that the 
Chatham House Rule does not apply. 

 

Note: 
 

There are no Chatham House Rules – only one Rule. 



14  

 

New Acquisitions (since December 2018) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author  Subject  

The Battle of Pozieres 1916 Meleah Hampton  
The Battle of Broodseinde William Westerman  

Ridge 1917     

 
The Battle of Polygon Wood Johnathan Paslow  
1917 
The Battle of Milne Bay  Nicholas Anderson  
1942 
The Battle of Maryang San Dayton McCarthy  
1951  
British Army of the Rhine: Paul Chrystal 
The BAOR 1945 – 1993 
 
Australia Remembers: Allison Paterson  Anzac Day, Remembrance Day, War Memorials   

    (for school children) 

First and Foremost Bob Breen   A concise illustrated history of 1st Battalion, The  
    Royal Australian Regiment, 1945  - 2018 

 
 

The following books have not been reviewed: 
 
The British Shell Shortage Phillip Harding 

of the First World War 
 
The Complete George Kevin Brazier A full chronological record of all GC holders. 
Cross 
 
Sharing the Secret Nick van der Bilj A history of the Intelligence Corps 1914-2010. 
  

With the Twenty-Ninth Rev O Creighton 
Division in Gallipoli 
 
Hamilton and Gallipoli Evan McGilvray British command in an age of military transformation. 
 

The Nek Peter Burness A Gallipoli tragedy 
 

Tasmania’s War Record L Broinowski 

1914 – 1918 
 

Egypt and Palestine  A Kearsey Strategy and tactics of the campaigns with 
Campaigns  details of the 1917-18 operations illustrating the 

principles of war. 
 

The Kaiser’s Pirates Nick Hewitt Hunting Germany’s raiding cruisers 1914-15 

 
Australia’s Few and the Kristen Alexander 

Battle of Britain  
 

 

 
 
 
 


