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From the President: 

 
Major General Mike O’Brien CSC 

 

 
 

While this Report is primarily on our FY 2018/19 

activities, I will occasionally include subsequent events. 
 

May I firstly thank all our members, volunteers and 
Council members for their constant support throughout 

the year. RUSIV turned 129 this year and our longevity 

is testament to the help that we receive. 
 

It is my sad task to report the disbanding of our 
Geelong Branch. It has been a great contributor to 

RUSIV for many years. I would hope that there are 

opportunities for its resurgence in the near future. 
 

Our core activities have been very successful this year. 
Thanks to Dr Rob Webster, we have continued to have 

our lunchtime addresses at Anzac House and it has 
proved to be a popular venue. Our speaker program 

continues to be popular. The recent seminar conducted 

with the Naval Commemoration Committee and Military 
History and Heritage Victoria was much better attended 

this year and the RSL venue played an important part in 
this. Our Newsletter continues to be useful and popular 

as does the electronic access to the now national 

publication United Service. 
 

If you haven’t looked at our on-line catalog for the 
RUSIV Library, please take a moment to view our 

extensive and nationally significant collection. Its 
acquisition of over $3000 of new books at no cost to us 

was the result of the work of one of its dedicated 

volunteers. The Library runs at little cost to our 
members and continues to win grants for its 

development. You should all encourage its use. A very 
successful exhibition of its rare maps – including many 

used at the landing at Gallipoli – recently introduced our 

Institute and its Library to a wider audience. So do 
consult www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/ - it will pay 

dividends! 
 

The perhaps more momentous events concern our 
national body (RUSIDSS-A) which represents the various 

state RUSIs to the Department of Defence. Defence 

gives us premises and access passes, both of which are 
essential to our continuing operations. Defence 

understandably will deal only with the one national 
body. Since RUSIDSS-A was set up as an independent 

board it has suffered difficulties with the number of 

Board members and its finances. RUSIV has assisted the 
national body with a $5 capitation fee and the offer of a 

potential director. To sustain that organisation for the 

next twelve months a further $15 a head one-off levy 
may be required. These funds would come from our 

RUSIV ‘consolidated revenue’ rather than a fee increase. 
We need a national body and though it will continue to 

seek sponsorship support, a measure of support by state 

RUSIs is likely to be needed in the future. 
 

Our membership numbers are static but our age profile 
is - as you would expect – one that gives us concerns 

for our long-term future. The intern program that we 
run is a counter to this trend and together with our 

closer relationships with universities, offers some hope 

that we will gain a group of younger members and more 
females. Nevertheless, I continue to remind Defence 

and others that we all vote and should never be ignored. 
 

May I wish you and yours a safe and rewarding 

Christmas and festive season – we all look forward to 
seeing you in 2020. 
                                                               Mike O’Brien 

 

 

 

 
 

 

November Speaker: Richard Seery 
Head of Operations BAE Systems - Hunter Class Frigate 

 

 

October Seminar – Professor David Horner 

about:blank
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                              

 
Since the last newsletter, we have had several events.  

The Defence Seminar in October was well attended by 
RUSI members.  A summary of the proceedings is on 

page 7 and more details are on the MHHV Website. The 

Annual Luncheon on 19th November which was also well 
attended, and I can report that the service and food at 

the William Angliss restaurant were up to the usual high 
standard.  

 

We then had the AGM. The President's report is 
elsewhere in this newsletter. We had a few minor 

changes to the Council. Ian Lillie dropped off to become 
a Director of the National Body and Neil Graham 

stepped up to replace him as a Vice-President. The 
resulting vacancy was filled by Mary Brandy and we 

welcome her onto the Council. 

 
The ‘At Home’ on 2 Dec saw several members making 

their first visit and discovering the Library. 
 

On matters relating to membership, a number of 

members appear to have overlooked their subscription 
notice. I will be sending a gentle reminder out shortly.  

 
Emails continue to be an irritant. Please check your 

spam filters and your mailboxes. We are getting a 
number of automated replies that state the mailbox is 

full. If you have changed emails, please let us know, 

otherwise we cannot keep in touch with you. 
 

We welcome LCDR Michael Marley as a new member 
admitted at the December meeting of Council.  

Unfortunately, several members have been removed 

due to death or ill-health. 
 

I wish you a very happy Christmas.  In the new year the 
office will reopen on 30 January. 

 
                                                              Bob Hart  

 

Programme Dates 
 

 
27 February: Prof Greg Barton, Deakin University 

                   Topic - Islamic State 
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Four distinguished speakers reviewed Australia's approach to defence issues from Pre-Federation days to the Post Cold-War period.       

Aide-mémoire:  Michael Small 
 
1. Pre-Federation to Post-First World War (1899-1919) presented by Dr Tom Rogers 
British Empire at the height of its power;  Australia loyal to Empire and patriotic; Edmund Barton, first Prime Minister; Boer War ceased 
May 31, 1902; impressionist Frederick McCubbin (1885-1917) painted a romanticised view of the Australian bushman; the Imperial 
Bushmen/Mounted Infantry; people of interest: Lord Roberts, Colonel Ian Hamilton, later General Sir Ian Hamilton, Lord Kitchener, W.M. 
Hughes 
 
2. Inter-War Period to the Cold War (1919-1949) presented by Prof David Horner 
Singapore Strategy and Yellow Peril threat;  Admiral Lord Jellicoe visits Australia; militia to be raised; 1923 Imperial Conference; Stanley 
Bruce, Prime Minister; Army numbers down to 27,000; 1931, Japan invades Manchuria;  Australian economy weak due to Depression; 1939 
World War II, Empire Air Training Scheme and 2nd AIF;   Pearl Harbour, 8 December 1941, then Malaysia/Singapore; General MacArthur to 
Melbourne, US in overall charge;  Battle of the Coral Sea May, 1942, 1 October 1943 Japan has first major land setback; January 1944, 
'Canberra Pact', Australia/New Zealand come to a post war agreement;  ANZAM, 1948; ANZUS, 1951. 
 

3. Cold War Period (1949- presented by Prof Peter Edwards 
Cold War; what are Australia's interests / values?  Status quo v. revisionist approach; British/Western place in the world, a global or a 
regional approach?  The 1920s - 1930s Imperial preferences, 
Men, Money, Markets, but preferably British M/M/M.   Decolonisation occurring in SE Asia: British, French, Dutch, Portugese.   A new 
approach: invade only by invitation, preferably with multiracial/multiethnic/multinational forces e.g. Korean War.  Forward Defence idea.  A 
token force sent to keep Defence budget low.  SEATO, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, US has the power but UK judgment/experience.  RG 
Menzies and the Suez crisis, 1956.   French make strategic error in Indo-China ending in massive defeat at Dien Bien Phu, 1954; domino 
theory.  Defence structure changed from six separate departments + Supply to one Department of Defence.    Inter-service rivalry was 
intense.  No joint activity, so need to upgrade, no strategic planning; intelligence agencies were reorganised.  Prime Minister had final say 
in Defence matters.  Who really is in control?  The helicopters were one example, Army or RAAF in charge?  Australia should be self-reliant 
as US seems to be changing policy.   Pine Gap Monitoring. Tange Report, Dibb Report; Forward Defence, Air – Sea Gap.    Is there a threat 
to Australia?  No threat is visible.  No invasion foreseen.  Need for long term policy planning. 
 
4. Post-Cold War Period presented by Prof Peter Leahy 
New approach with deployment of ADF as Peace Keeping Forces.   Special Forces and Women in the ADF.   Fascism or Communism or 
Democracy or Sharia??  Which system would prevail?  Some commentators say the 'Long War' is still with us.  Intense rivalry between US 
& Soviets.  Proxy wars take place.  1980s Soviets collapse.  Self-reliance as a nation, the key issue. 
What are Australia's values and political interests?   Strategic culture is slow to change. 
Iraq War described as bad, and Afghanistan War good.   Oil is in the mix, but not the main problem.  National Security is the main aim. 
 
Panel Discussion – Continuity and Change?    Highlights: Mike Rawlinson 
 
Principal Speakers plus Hon Prof Brendan Sargent facilitated by COL Marcus Fielding (retd) 
Australia does not have the have the capacity to defend the continent.  We need allies. 
Self-Reliance is a fantasy. Peter Leahy 
National Interest is an Enduring Concept, while National Interests are continually Evolving.  
New National Interests include Cyber Security, Climate Change and Space. 
Sovereignty implies freedom to operate without coercion 
 

Details of the Proceedings including videos can be found on the MHHV Website. 
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Sunrise and the Truculent Turtle 
 
In conjunction with two universities, Qantas is currently 

conducting a research project into the physiological 
effects on passengers and crew of 20hour non-stop 

flights - Project Sunrise. 

 
The first phase of the project involves the delivery 

flights of new Boeing B 787- 9 Dreamliners to fly from 
New York to Sydney, a distance of 16,000kms taking 19 

hours.  The first flight took place on 19 October 2019, 

with two more to follow.   The second flight took place 
in November and was from London to Sydney, almost 

18,000 kms.  Potentially these will be the world’s longest 
air-routes.     

 
Biological studies are concerned with a range of factors 

ranging from deep vein thrombosis to jet lag. To reduce 

jet lag on the first flight the passenger cabin was placed 
on Sydney time immediately following departure from 

New York.  Estimated flight time was 19 hours and 5 
minutes.  There were 50 passengers and crew with six 

passengers being scientifically monitored. 

 
The Dreamliner is not a candidate if Qantas decides to 

fly the new routes.  The aircraft selected will be either 
the Airbus A350-1000 or Boeing 777-8X. 

 
Alert to long distance flying it is timely to reflect on an 

earlier record flight in which the Royal Australian Air 

Force played a small part. 
 

The P2V Neptune was a long-range maritime patrol 
aircraft developed during World War II for the US Navy.   

In 1946 Operation Turtle was a joint US Navy/Lockheed 

project to maximize the range and endurance of the 
new Neptune maritime patrol bomber.  The Neptune 

had two large radial piston engines, a crew of eight and 
carried guns, bombs and depth-charges.   

 

A long-range, non-stop flight between Perth Western 
Australia and Washington DC was proposed ‘for the 

purpose of investigating means of extension of present 
aircraft ranges, physiological limitations on patrol plane 

crew endurance, and long-range navigation by pressure 
pattern methods.’  Weather permitting the flight could 

be extended to Bermuda. 

 
On September 1946, a P2V Neptune aircraft of the 

United States Navy took off from RAAF Base Pearce in 
WA to fly non-stop, east to Washington DC on the east 

coast of the US.   This aircraft was nicknamed ‘The 

Turtle’, and carried appropriate nose art.  The flight 
received much publicity and ‘The Turtle’ was always 

referred to by the press as ‘The Truculent Turtle’.  The 
Turtle was modified by Lockheed to carry a greatly 

increased fuel load.    All armaments and non-essential 
equipment had been stripped from the aircraft and 

replaced by extra fuel tanks.    Grossly overweight, the 

Turtle used JATO rocket units, Jet Assisted Take-Off, to 
get airborne at Pearce.  The Turtle’s crew was four 

experienced pilots and a small kangaroo destined for an 
American zoo. 

 

The Turtle flew a great circle route over New Guinea 
and the Hawaiian Islands before the US West Coast.  It 

encountered severe weather as it crossed the Sierra 

Nevada and Rocky Mountains which reduced the range 
that could be safely achieved.  The flight commander 

decided that the flight would end at Naval Air Station, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

 

 
 
                                 The Turtle 

 
The Turtle flew a distance of 18,082 kms.  This set a 

World Record for’ Distance in a Straight Line Without 
Landing’.  The duration of the flight was 55 hours 17 

minutes.  The distance record stood until 1962 when it 
was broken by a USAF B-52H Stratofortress.  The 

distance record for a reciprocating engine aircraft stood 

for 40 years until broken by Burt Rutan’s Voyager which 
completed a nine-day, non-stop circumnavigation in 

1986. 
 

Today, the Truculent Turtle is preserved at the National 
Naval Aviation Museum, Pensacola, Florida. 

 

 
                                                Mike Rawlinson 

 
The Neptune in the RAAF 

 

The RAAF ’s No 11 SQN operated P2V-5s from 1951 -
1968, and No 10 SQN operated the SP-2H Neptune from 

1962 -1977.  The heavier SP-2H had two jet engines 
mounted under-wing outboard of the piston engines.  

Full power was ‘two turning and two burning!’  The 
Neptune was replaced by the Orion, and the Orion is 

being replaced by the Poseidon. 

 

 
                        

P8-A Poseidon 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://cdn-www.airliners.net/aviation-photos/photos/6/1/4/2392416.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.airliners.net/photo/USA---Navy/Boeing-P-8A-Poseidon/2392416/L/%26sid%3D2b0bef2d3e9253b5a4fe4791cc33f80e&h=972&w=1280&tbnid=IhjlzGeWw3piOM:&zoom=1&docid=FTKKNT85lHU1SM&ei=w8VsU-SrCMHWkAX_6YDYBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFgQMygBMAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=5948&page=1&start=0&ndsp=9
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has eleven Book Reviews.  On 

behalf of members the Editor thanks the 

reviewers.   The Royal United Services Institute 
of Victoria Library thanks authors and publishers 

for providing copies for review.   If you would like 
a hard copy of a review, please contact the 

Secretary. 
 

The Last Cruise of a German Raider 

The Destruction of SMS Emden 

Ben Olsen 

Seaforth Publishing, Barnesly UK  2018 

Hardback   289pp   RRP $45.75 

Reviewer: Kevan Sanderson, November 2019 

 

Olson tells of the 

destruction of SMS 
Emden - not simply the 

tale of a naval battle. It 

is also a very good read!  

Olson details the 
significance of SMS 

Emden’s raiding 

activities in the Indian 
Ocean and the 

corresponding 
importance of stopping 

them. He describes the 

fate of Emden’s crew 
members who were sent 

ashore prior to, and so 
missed, the battle and loss of their ship and finally, 

includes an account of the fate of Emden’s wreck at the 

hands of salvagers, looters and vandals. 

On 31st July 1914, before the First World War 

combatants included Britain and Australia, Germany was 
at war with Russia and the SMS Emden, a light cruiser 

armed with 10 four-inch guns and torpedoes set sail for 
Tsingtao in search of the Russian Pacific Squadron. By 

August 5th the British Empire and Germany were at war 

and by the 11th August the British Imperial Fleet, 
including ships of the Australian squadron, were hunting 

all the ships of the substantial German Pacific Fleet. By 
this time SMS Emden had been detached and her 

captain, von Muller, had been simply ordered to “wage a 

vigorous campaign” in the Indian Ocean. 

And that is exactly what SMS Emden accomplished. By 

the end of October Emden had intercepted thirty-one 
ships, seizing their cargoes and sinking seventeen, 

including two warships. SMS Emden had caused 
enormous disruption of trade, staggering monetary 

losses and huge logistical penalties to Allied fleets who 

were guarding ports and convoys and searching for her. 
The embarkation of the first ANZAC convoy to Egypt 

meant that Emden had to be neutralized before she 

found the convoy. 

Emden attacked the Cocos Islands radio station with a 

landing party on 9th November. Before the raid the 

radio station reported a strange warship and HMAS 

Sydney was dispatched. Incorrectly identifying Sydney  

as HMS Newcastle, a cruiser of similar capabilities as his 

own ship, von Muller took the attack directly to Captain 
Glossop on the Sydney which was larger, faster, more 

heavily armoured and boasting superior armament of 8 
six-inch guns firing 45kg projectiles two and a half times 

heavier than Emden from a range two miles further 

away. 

The unequal contest is clearly described by Olson. He 

reveals, at length, the awesome and awful impact on 
the human body of high explosive naval gunfire. He also 

details the remarkable and interesting escape of the 
Cocos Island landing party, led by von Mucke, across 

the Indian Ocean in an old schooner and then overland 

to safety in Turkey. Finally, there is a whole chapter 
devoted to the wreck and the disposition, throughout 

the world, of the various components, relics and 

souvenirs retrieved from the SMS Emden. 

A feature of this book is clear maps showing the 

relevant events and ship movements. There are also 
many interesting photographs with extensive notations. 

It is unfortunate that some of the photographs are 
presented in too small a format to easily make out some 

the more interesting points. 

There are extensive notes on each chapter. Several 

useful appendices show both ships’ complements, 

including those detached for shore raids, honours and 
awards for both crews and the ships intercepted by 

Eden and their fate. Olson has also included a Glossary, 
List of Abbreviations used and tables of conversion for 

units of measure and, most interestingly, comparative 

ranks between the German and British Imperial naval 

ranks. 

This book is clearly written making it an easy and 
informative read; Olson simply presents the facts 

ascertained from first-hand accounts. He mentions, but 

neither elaborates nor discusses, the controversy around 
Sydney’s continued shelling of Emden after it was 

beached. Similarly Olson reiterates the prevailing view, 
at the time, of von Muller’s chivalry, honour and bravery 

but ignores, as this reader wonders, whether, after 
realizing he was substantially outgunned, he should 

have surrendered his ship sooner, saving unnecessary 

loss of his crew, many of whom also died as a result of 

the Emden’s beaching. 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best collection in 
Victoria on defence and military related subjects by donating 
to your RUSI VIC Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the Australian 
Taxation Office, and monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are 
tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. 
Receipts will be provided. 
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Aussie Soldier: 
Up Close and Personal 

 

Denny Neave, Craig Smith 
Big Sky Publishing   2008 

Paperback   314pp   RRP $34.99 

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, November 2019 

 
This is an impressive compendium of personal 

anecdotes that encapsulates seven traits the author has 

chosen to highlight as characteristic of Australian 
soldiers. It is complemented by the inclusion of typical 

Australian larrikinism, tough times, close calls, diaries, 
letters home and tales. The 

collection has been gathered 

from veterans from World Wars 
I and II, Korea, Vietnam, 

Rwanda and East Timor, and a 
number have come from former 

RSMs-Army. 

An initial glimpse is taken of the 

Aussie spirit before chapters 

examining compassion, 
mateship, courage, initiative, 

loyalty, integrity and trust. Each 
chapter is accompanied by 

photographs and highlights from personal anecdotes 

that are attributed ‘in situ’ rather than footnotes or 
endnotes being used. Frequently anecdotes include 

several characteristics.  

Subsequent chapters look at: larrikinism (such as tricks 

played by Aussie prisoners on their captors and pulling 
the wool over American soldiers); doing it tough 

(prisoners in camps, transported in ships); pushed 

beyond to their limits in training, overcoming incredible 
numerical odds and the Kibeho massacre (Rwanda); 

close calls in battle (in World War I and II, Korea and 

Vietnam). 

There are five fine examples of digger’s diaries: A 

lieutenant’s record from 24 April to 6 May 1915, a 
corporal’s account of evacuation from Gallipoli (13th to 

21st December), one account from Ypres in 1916 and 
1917, four months (1943) of three and a half year’s 

Japanese imprisonment, and March to September 1941 

in Tobruk. The long-drawn-out process of 
communicating by post comes into play when letters 

home is sampled. 

Soldiers’ tales include a son’s recollection of his father’s 

Anzac Day visits to ‘Banjo’ Paterson to yarn of World 
War I days, and a 2/6th Battalion prisoner of war 

account of his attempts to escape after capture on Crete 

in 1941 before finally succeeding on his sixth try. The 
final chapter is a ‘Battle Book’ containing excellent two-

page summaries of the fourteen battles in which the key 
contributors were involved. The work has been rounded 

out with a Glossary, a list of Contributors, Bibliography 

and an Index. 

As profits from book sales are to be directed to the work 

of Legacy, the author has provided a short history of its 
formation, the work that its volunteers do for the 

widows and descendants of fallen service personnel. 

 

A contemporary work that has sampled 100 years of 
Australian Army servicemen’s’ lives makes for fascinating 

reading. Satisfaction can be gained by reading it from 

‘cover to cover’ or simply opening to any selected page.  

[Possibly a second edition covering Aussie soldiers in 

Iraq and Afghanistan will follow.] 

______________________________________________ 

 

Answering the Call 
Life of a Helicopter pilot in Vietnam and beyond 

 

Bob Grandin 

Big Sky Publishing   2019 
Paperback   263pp   RRP $29.99 

 
Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, September 2019 

 

 

This is Dr Grandin’s second 

book: the first was about the 
battle of Long Tan. He had 

been a UH-1B helicopter pilot 
in 9 Squadron, Royal 

Australian Air Force in 

Vietnam during that battle 
and had been directly 

involved in it, providing the 
direct ammunition resupply 

to the troops on the ground. 

His account, which won the 
RAAF’s Biennial Literature 

Award in 2018, is an 
important account not only 

of that battle but also of the early support provided to 
the Army by 9 Squadron during that conflict. The book is 

also a good account of the author’s earlier and later 

experiences. 

Why was 9 Squadron sent to Vietnam? The direct 

answer was to support the Australian Task Force. 
Grandin does not avoid discussing the conflicting views 

of the RAAF and the Army in the performance of this 

task. The book is valuable for this topic alone – it shows 
how command and control structures are indeed 

important. 

Though a very small element of the huge number of 

helicopters in Vietnam, 9 Squadron provided a sterling 

service to the soldiers on the ground. Its capabilities 
developed during its involvement in the war, starting 

tentatively with challenges in its role to becoming a 
confident and cooperative provider of troop transport, 

SAS insertions, resupply, medevac and gunship support.  

 

This book is convincing evidence of the need for joint 

service understanding. Dr Grandin is to be congratulated 
for a clear and important story of his part in the Vietnam 

War. 
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The Catastrophe of 8 August 1918 
 
Thilo von Bose 

Big Sky Publishing   2019 
Hardback   456pp   RRP $34.99 

 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, November 2019 
 

Between 1921 and 1930 the 36 books of the German 
war series Battles of the World War were published – 

The Catastrophe being the final one of this German war 

history. Considerable care has been taken in the 
translation as the original is in the Fraktur (Gothic) 

typeface that was phased out in 
1941 and today few German 

speakers can easily read it. An 
outstanding feature is the 

original text appears on the 

verso of each page and the 
English translation has 

matching alignment on the 

recto. 

Bose has been quite candid and 

written objectively without 
shirking any issues. He 

concentrates on just the 8th 
July, providing an impartial view of the exhausted state 

of the German 2nd Army’s troops, their strained 
logistical support, and failure by senior command to 

heed recent events that foreshadowed how the enemy 

would conduct their attack. Bose elaborates on the 
British 4th Army’s preparedness both physically and 

mentally, the build-up of materiel and increased 
reconnaissance that, with the element of surprise and 

virtual-zero visibility on the morning of the 8th caused 

by fog, had the Germans unable to react and implement 

any planned counterattacks. 

The battle is prefaced by events in the period from 
March to early August, and activity north of the Somme 

from 6th to 7/8 August. The details of the involvement 
of each of the twelve German divisions is dealt with by 

location: north of the Somme, between the Somme and 

Amiens-Chaulnes railway, south of the railway and battle 
of the reserves in the LI Corps area. First-hand accounts 

have been widely and wisely used to provide the reader 
with an on-the-spot account of the conditions and 

difficulties on the day. 

The initial research by the translators was to establish 
the history behind the 15-cm German gun located at the 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra. This was found in 
Bose’s Catastrophe. The translators have added a 

considerable amount of excellent supplementary 

material including the Order of Battle of both sides, 
abbreviations, ranks, a place name index, many high-

quality photographs, bibliography, endnotes and 

facsimiles of maps and order of battle. 

 

This work enables its readers to see the ‘other side of 

the coin’, and as such it plays a vital part in completing 

the comprehensive coverage of the turning point in the 

Great War. 

 

Buckley’s Chance 
The incredible true story of William Buckley and how he 

conquered a new world 

 
Garry Linnell 

Penguin Books   October 2019 

Paperback   368pp   RRP $34.99 
 

Reviewer: Robert Dixon, November 2019 
 

This an intriguing book. On the one hand is it is a very 

well written story about both an interesting man and an 
interesting period in the history of Victoria. On the other 

hand, the book is written in a very unusual style, with 
the author addressing his story to Buckley himself. One 

imagines this is the reason for the 
sub-title to the book “A new era of 

Australian storytelling”. It is a style 

which is not ‘off-putting’, but it does 

take some getting used to.  

 

William Buckley’s story is well 

known, at least in outline. In 1802 

he was convicted of having received 
a roll of cloth knowing it to have 

been stolen and was sentenced to transportation for life. 
He left England in early 1803 aboard HMS Calcutta, one 

of two ships sailing to Port Phillip to form a new 
settlement there. They arrived in October 1803 and 

anchored near modern-day Sorrento. The new 

settlement lacked fresh water and had poor soil, so a 
decision was made a few weeks later to abandon the 

site and relocate to Tasmania. Shortly before the 
settlement was abandoned Buckley and three other 

convicts ran away into the bush. Buckley's friends 

turned back and were not heard of again. Buckley made 
his way down the western side of Port Phillip Bay, 

feeding on shellfish and berries, and was befriended by 
Aboriginals of the Wadawurrung people. He lived with 

them for 32 years, with no contact with Europeans. In 
1835 he emerged to meet John Batman’s colonising 

party who had recently landed on the Bellarine 

peninsula and tried to work as an intermediary between 
settlers and aborigines, but felt he wasn’t trusted by 

either. He moved to Hobart in 1838 and remained there 
until his death in 1856. Having said all that, so little is 

known about the details of William Buckley’s life that 

this work is best categorised not as history but rather as 
historical fiction, albeit very entertaining and well-

researched historical fiction. 

 

Garry Linnell is an Australian journalist who has won 

several awards for his writing, including a Walkley for 
best feature writing. As would be expected, given the 

author’s profession, this book is extremely well written 

and is hard to ‘put down’.  

The work includes twenty-three pages of endnotes and 
a bibliography, but it does not have an index or any 

maps. The absence of any maps is not likely to be an 

issue for readers from Melbourne or Geelong (in 
particular) but the absence of an index is a major 

drawback in an historical work. 
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The Diggers of Colditz 
The classic Australian POW story about escape from the 

impossible 
 
Jack Champ and Colin Burgess 

Simon & Shuster, Sydney 2019 
Paperback   307pp   RRP $35.00 

 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, October 2019 
 

First published in 1985 as a co-authored work with the 
late Jack Champ, Colin Burgess has authored a revision 

that incorporates an Epilogue that closes the story of all 
thirteen Australian officers 

that spent time in Colditz. 

Jack Champ served with the 
6th Division, arriving in 

Greece in April 1941 where 
the Germans overran the 

Allied forces trying to prevent 

its capture. After an escape 
by boat was short-lived, Jack 

‘went into the bag’ on 9 May 
1941. A couple of months in 

camps in Greece preceded 

transfer to prison camps in 
Germany (Biberach, Warburg 

and Eichstätt). A dogged 
determination to limit his time in detention saw Champ 

make escapes from both Warburg and Eichstätt before 

being sent to Colditz Castle on 23rd June 1943. 

A most readable account concentrates on the activities 

of the Australians and some others they interacted with. 
Only one of the Australians was successful in escaping 

(making it to England, later to lose his life in an air crash 
eighteen months later). The incredible temptation to 

lapse into a depressed state was constantly allayed by a 

humour that pervaded most inmates. Anecdotes of the 
‘games’ played on their German captors feature heavily 

(two officers ‘disappeared’ for ten months before 
eventually being tracked down). Doors were always 

closed quietly for fear that stripped building frames 
would collapse. Champ once acted as a runner for 

Douglas Bader during a cricket match and witnessed his 

foibles during hands of Bridge. One prisoner who had 
not consumed his Red Cross chocolate ration exchanged 

portion of his ‘stash’ for a small car (on stumps in 

England) – redeemed after repatriation! 

Early in 1945 as the tide turned against Germany, 

escape was considered by many as too high a risk to 
take. The remarkable construction of the ‘Colditz glider’, 

its secretion and eventual fate has been elaborated in 
full. As the liberating Americans approached Colditz on 

16th April, their artillery established the range 

preparatory to its destruction. Fortunately, a French flag 
shown through a window was spotted and the 

bombardment was postponed indefinitely. Jack Champ 

had by now been in Colditz for 633 days. 

The Diggers of Colditz is a very easy and entertaining 
read filled with a great mixture of facts, anecdotes, 

humour and photographs. It breaks new ground in 

Australian involvement in World War II and is well worth  

 

the time to see life as an Aussie POW through Jack 

Champ’s eyes. 

 
____________________________________________ 

 

The Man Inside 
The Bloodiest Outbreak 

 
Graham Apthorpe 

Big Sky Publishing   2019 

Paperback   296pp   RRP $29.99 
 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, September 2019 
 

This book examines the large 

‘outbreak’ by Japanese POWs 
from the Cowra Camp from a 

new perspective. It traces the 
story of a Japanese junior 

officer captured in New 
Guinea who was incarcerated 

at Cowra. It tells the story of 

Lieutenant Maseo Naka’s 
military training, his capture, 

transport to Australia and 
imprisonment. His life at 

Cowra follows, including his 

court martial for attacking a 
prison guard. His experience is seen within the context 

of rising resistance by the POWs leading to their futile 
escape attempt- less of a breakout than an effort to 

inflict casualties on their Australian guards as small 

contribution to the Japanese war effort. 

 

There is little doubt that the moral code adhered to at 
the time by the Japanese-bushido – had a key influence 

on soldiers as a whole but particularly on prisoners of 
war. The shame they felt was enormous. They believed 

that they were rejected by their families and considered 

to be dead already. They also expected that, if ever they 

returned to their homeland, they would be executed.  

 

In a well-researched book, careful attention is paid to 

the Japanese war ethos and the interrelationships 

between the prisoners. Apthorpe, the Director of 
Corporate Services at Cowra Shire, has ferreted out the 

extensive documentation in archives relating to the 
camp and the escape and interpreted it most 

intelligently. His book adds much to the earlier accounts 
(such as Harry Gordon’s Die Like the Carp! and Hugh 

Clarke’s Escape to Death). It is soberly and 
dispassionately written in an easy-to-digest-style. If you 
are interested in the Cowra escape, this is the book to 

consult.  
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A Game of Birds and Wolves 
The Secret Game that Won the War 

Simon Parkin 

Hachette,  2019 
Paperback    320pp   RRP $32.99 

 

Reviewer: Bob Hart, November 2019 
 

As the author states, this is “a work of historical 
narrative non-fiction.”  It is written by a journalist and 

not a historian. It is written for the general public, who 

are presumed to have little or no previous knowledge of 
the topic. Hence the somewhat hyperbolic blurb about “  

a group of unlikely heroes – a retired naval captain and 
a clutch of brilliant young 

women…. gather to form a 

secret training unit.”  Or as the 
cover states “The secret Game 

that won the war”.  Yet by 
1944, it was a rather open 

secret that the RN was running 
wargames with ship’s captains 

on how to defeat the U-Boats.  

Even Montserrat’s The Cruel 
Sea, published shortly after the 

war, discusses it. 

 

As a journalist, the author has set out to show the 

menace the U-Boat threat posed to the UK. He sets the 
scene with an obvious horror story, the sinking of the 

City of Benares, a ship carrying evacuated children to 
Canada that was sunk by U-boats. The full tragedy 

unfolds. Now we are shocked by the event, he shows us 
how the Germans evolved their tactics and operational 

skills. Clay Blair goes into much more detail, but this 

author tries to compress this within the confines of the 
book. For he not only has to deal with the German side, 

he also needs space to describe how his main character 
evolved as well as deal with a potted history of the 

WRNS and then go into the personal detail of the 

members involved. Another shocker as the first ship 
carrying WRENs overseas is sunk with the death of all 

the women. Then he needs to discuss how game playing 
enabled escort commanders to plan and train their ships 

in counter measures to the German attacks.  

 

This does at times read like a maxi-biography, where 

every person mentioned has their life story exposed so 
we can understand what may have been happening to 

them at the time. Unfortunately, it appears that some of 
the characters either did not keep diaries or were 

extremely reluctant to be forthright when compiling 

them. There is much we cannot discover about Captain 
Roberts. Nor do we know much about the key players in 

the Battle of the Atlantic. MacIntyre, Walker, Horton, etc 
are all mentioned in passing or quoted from their 

memoirs. Perhaps a bit more depth would have been 

worthwhile. The various WRENs have their postings and 
short snippets of naval life. But what it was actually like 

to be running a wargame is missing. Did they feel an 
empathy for the officers and ratings out there? How 

difficult was playing the game?  

 

This is a rather variable book. In parts it leaves you like 
Oliver Twist, wanting ‘More, please sir. More!’ In other 

places, it seems to drag as you wait for something to 

happen. 

There are the usual minor nit-picks. One of the naval 

officers on leave in the USA is supposed to have thought 
of what he was doing for Queen and Country, when 

King George VI was still on the throne. He claims KG40 

with their FW200 were transferred under command of 
the U-Boat Command when all that happened was 

operational tasking was allocated to U-Boat Command. 
When the first shipment of WRENs is sunk, the author 

somehow blames the Royal Navy for not putting them 
on a destroyer or corvette, forgetting perhaps that in 

1941 these ships were not gender friendly. There was 

no capacity for women to sleep in separate quarters or 
have separate ablutions. Troopships were used for this.  

However, there is nothing to make the reader put the 

book down as unreadable. 

For someone who knows little about this aspect of the 

Battle of the Atlantic, it is a good read, enough that if 
you feel you don’t want to go further, that is fine. And 

enough that if your interest is sparked, you can look up 

the bibliography and dive deeper. 

_________________________________________ 

 

Anzac & Aviator 
The remarkable story of Sir Ross Smith and the 1919 

England to Australia Air Race 

 
Michael Molkentin 

 

Allen and Unwin   October 2019 
Paperback   424pp   RRP $32.99 

 
Reviewer: Robert Dixon, October 2019 

 

Drawing on the rich and extensive collection of Ross 
Smith's private papers, Anzac & Aviator is a biography of 

a quite remarkable Australian.   

Ross Smith served with the 

light horse at Gallipoli and 
in the Sinai before 

volunteering for the 

fledgling Australian Flying 
Corps (AFC). He survived 

two gruelling years of aerial 
combat over Palestine to 

emerge as one of the most 

highly decorated Australian 
pilots of the war. The 

chapters on Gallipoli 
provide a fascinating and 

fresh account of the 

fighting at Pope’s Hill and 
Quinn’s Post. The chapters 

which cover his training and then work as an observer 
and as an exceptional pilot with the AFC are also very 

interesting and add to the readers understanding of the 
campaigns in the Middle East and the role of the AFC in 

those campaigns. The pages covering his experiences 
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during World War 1 make up a substantial part (a little 

under one-half) of the book. 

 

At the end of 1918 Ross Smith was a pilot on the first 
ever mission to survey an air route from Cairo to the 

Dutch East Indies. In 1919 he and his brother Keith 
gained international fame, a knighthood and a prize of 

£10,000 from the Australian government (the idea of 

establishing the prize came from the very far sighted 
Prime Minister Hughes) by becoming the first pilots to 

fly from England to Australia. They did so in a converted 
Vickers Vimy bomber, and with the assistance of two 

mechanics who flew with them (and who shared in the 
prize money but not the imperial honours!).  Ross Smith 

died in an air crash in 1922, he was only 30 years old at 

the time.  

The book includes forty-nine B&W photographs, ten of 

which are related to the chapters covering his service in 
the Middle East in the First World War together with 

four, very useful maps. The book also has forty-seven 

pages of endnotes, a bibliography and comprehensive 

index.   

Michael Molkentin is a teacher and historian with a 
particular interest in aviation and air power. He has 

written a number of books about the Australian Flying 
Corps in the First World War and also a book about 

Charles Ulm and Charles Kingsford Smith.   

The book is very well written and will be of interest to 
people wanting to learn more about Gallipoli and other 

campaigns in the Middle East during the First World War 

as well as people interested in the history of aviation.  

______________________________________________ 

 

Battle on 42nd Street 
War in Crete and the Anzac’s bloody last stand 

 

Peter Monteath 

NewSouth Publishing   2019 
Paperback    272pp   RRP $34.99  

 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, October 2019 

 

In 1940 the 42nd Field 
Company (British Engineers) 

set up a bivouac straddling a 
dusty road running North-

South near Suda Bay on 
Crete. They named the road 

‘42nd Street’ before moving 

on, but the name was to 
remain. Monteath has 

chronicled the events 
leading to May 1941 when 

war came to Crete: the 

strategic significance of the 
island and its airfields, the 

troops involved and their 
leaders, as well as comprehensive descriptions of the 

individual battles as the Germans pushed eastwards to 

eventually capture Crete. 

 

The reader is iinitially confronted by The bayonet: A 
short, sharp history! A concise coverage of Western 

Desert and Greece exploits prior to evacuation follows. 

Major General Bernard Freyberg VC, Commander 2nd 
New Zealand Expedtionary Force arrived on Crete after 

evacuation from Greece and was appointed Commander 
British and Commonwealth Forces, Crete (Creforce) on 1 

May 1941. Accompanying his NZ division were the 

Australian 6th Division soldiers of 2/7th Bn AIF and 
2/8th Bn AIF. With virtually no heavy weapons available 

and only local telephones for internal communication, 
the Anzacs prepared for the inevitable German airborne 

assault (Ultra had decryptrd the German codes at this 
time) – with major attention to concealment to deny the 

enemy of their numbers and dispositions. 

  

Meanwhile the Luftwaffe had assembled a virtual 

armada of aircraft and gliders to invade Crete from the 
air, then seize airfields and, after securing the Suva Bay 

naval facilities, using seaborne men and equipment to 

hold the island (almost 23000 men in total). Invading on 
the 20th May, the German timetable was considerably 

slowed by the unexpected opposition met and large 
number of casualties suffered, but with relentless 

bombing and strafing, had by 26th May driven the 

defenders to Canea (adjacent to Suva Bay).  

 

Determined not to let the naval facilities fall, the two 
Australian and five NZ battalions lined the eastern side 

of 42nd Street and awaited the Germans on 27th May. 
Triggered by a 2/7 Bn ambush followed by a 28th Bn 

New Zealand Haka, five battalions leapt from their 

hastily prepared positions, attacking the Germans and 
pursuing them with fixed bayonets. 21st Bn, the NZ 

reserve battalion, was not going to be deprived of the 
action and joined the deadly fracas. A considerable 

number of first-hand accounts from all involved 

elaborate on the battle. 

Sheer German combat power was to prevail by 1st June, 

but not before over 12000 were evacuated to Egypt 
from the beach at Sfakiia (SE Crete) between 28 May 

and 1 June. Those for whom no evacuation was 
possible, took their chances in evading the Germans and 

being rescued by clandestine Britsh vessels, or remained 

prisoners of war in Germany. Considerable German 
retribution was carried out on the Cretans during the 

German occupation of Crete. 

Monteath’s work should be a ‘must’ in every Australian 

and New Zealand collection of World War II history. This 

volume is very readable, well-referenced and with very 
clear battle maps and an excellent collection of 

photographs. 

[The 2/7th Bn and 2/8th Bn who fought at 42nd Street 

remain on the Australian Order of Battle today as the 
8/7th Battalion, Royal Victoria Regiment which retains 

both the 2/8th Bn colour patch and ‘Crete’ as one of the 

Battle Honours on its Regimental Colours. 
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Library Notes: 
 

We are pleased to report the receipt of a grant for the purchase of more shelving and an additional map cabinet. 
It is expected that we will get these items in February next year. The assembly and positioning of them will be done by 

our volunteers and will call for some ingenuity in planning the use of available space. 
As on all previous occasions of this kind every book in the library will have to be moved! 

We continue to receive useful donations of books and the additional storage space will arrive none too soon. The number 

of surplus books is now a real problem and we are trying to find homes for most of them by donation to Hospices, 
Veterans accommodation etc. If you have any good ideas, please tell us. 

 
Our extensive collection of maps is now professionally recorded with all relevant detail on a spreadsheet and is ready for 

cataloguing. This is due to the efforts of volunteer Kathryn Williamson. We are very grateful to her as the task required 
much application and research. This task would not yet have been attempted without her. Our volunteer cataloguer Joan 

Poon also provided useful advice using her background of cataloguing maps. 

As you may be aware our recent exhibition of rare maps in the Robertson room of the Officer’s Mess was very successful 
and attracted much favourable comment.  

 
Happy Christmas and all the best for the New Year. 

 

                                                                                                                                        Brian Surtees 
                                                                                                                                        Honorary Librarian 

 
New Acquisitions (since October 2019) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author  Subject  

Military Virtues Michael Skerker et al  Practical guidance for service personnel at (editors)

    every career stage.  
 
Fatal Mission Mal Elliott The life and death of the crew of ‘Naughty Nan’ 467 

Sqn RAAF. 

Convict Colony David Hill The remarkable story of the fledgling settlement  

  that survived against the odds. 

How to Defend Australia Hugh White What kind of strategy, and what Australian defence 

force, do we need? 
 
The Four Flash Points Brendan Taylor How Asia goes to war. 

 
Chastise Max Hastings The Dambusters story, 1943 

Project Rainfall Tom Gilling The secret history of Pine Gap. 

Where Soldiers Lie Ian McPhedran The quest to find Australia’s missing war dead. 
  

The Long Search for Peace Peter Londay et al Observer Missions and Beyond, 1947–2006: The Official 
History of Australian Peacekeeping, Humanitarian and 

Post-Cold War Operations Vol 1. 

 
The Big Book of Australia's Jim Haynes A collection of stories of Australia’s iconic  
War Stories   battles, heroes and campaigns from the Boer 
  War to Vietnam.   
    
Implacable Foes  Waldo Heinrichs,    War in the Pacific, 1944-1945. 

 Marc Gallicchio      

 
The Allure of Battle Cathal J Nolan A history of how wars have been won and 

  lost. 
      

The Sisters of Auschwitz Roxane van Iperen The true story of two Jewish sisters’ resistance in the 

heart of Nazi territory. 


