
Member contributions are always welcome. 

 At first glance, this small 68-page pamphlet 
looks unimportant. It lists the medicines 
available to the Australian public and to its 
defence force in 1942  

Wartime measures were coordinated 
under the control of the Medical Equipment 
Control Committee This organisation was 
responsible for this publication which was 
prepared '...as a wartime measure to facilitate 
economic and effective prescribing of essential 
drugs and to simplify dispensing.' Practitioners 
were instructed to prescribe and dispense 

A.W.P. formulae in preference to those from other formularies. 
The interest in this pamphlet includes how few modern 

medicines were at hand in 1942. Penicillin was certainly not included 
though production had commenced in the US. Some other examples of 
wartime measures were: Quinine was by regulation, to be used solely 
for the treatment of malaria, not as a contraceptive; Distilled Water was 
restricted to use in eyes, for mixing drugs incompatible with tap water 
and in preparing intravenous and spinal injections; Glycerin, due to its 
use in munitions, was not to be used as a sweetener or in external 
products and Olive Oil was replaced by "Fixed Oil" including almond, 
apricot, peach, cottonseed, maize, peanut and sesame oils all of which 
are regarded as interchangeable. 
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Defence  
What is a Navy For? Strategic purpose is not the same thing as operational necessities: 
(M)USNavalInstitute  
 

Technology 
Could Autonomous Systems Hold Rank? (M)WavellRoom  
Looking to 2040: The Swarm Advantage: (M)AustralianArmyResearchCentre  
 

Logistics 
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Forthcoming Anniversaries 

 
6 April 1942: 42d US Division arrives in 
Australia 
8 April 1918 - Repatriation Department 
was established to oversee the task of 
rehabilitating and returning the large 
numbers of Australian military 
personnel back to civilian life 
9 April 1942: HMAS Vampire sunk off 
Ceylon 
10 April 1941: Siege of Tobruk begins 
13 April 1951: A Coy 3 RAR takes 
Sardine Hill, Korea 
15 April 1951: C Coy 3 RAR takes 
Salmon Hill, Korea 
20 April 1941: Anzac Corps withdraws 
to Thermopylae Line, Greece 
23 April 1918:  Eleven volunteers from 
HMAS Australia raid Ostend & 
Zeebrugge, Belgium 
24-25 April 1918: Second battle at 
Villers-Bretonneux 
25 April: Anzac Day 
April & May 1918: Es Salt Raids, 
Middle east 
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https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2021/april/what-navy
https://wavellroom.com/2020/07/02/could-autonomous-systems-hold-rank/
https://researchcentre.army.gov.au/library/land-power-forum/looking-2040-swarm-advantage
mailto:secretary@rusivic.org.au
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Recommended: The Resupply of Duffer's Drift: (M)ArmyUniversityPress  

Air Force 
The spectacular Centenary fly past: (F)DoD  
 

Military History 
Australia’s first action in the Pacific in World War II a valiant catastrophe: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

New Zealand 
Final deployment lowers flag on NZDF’s time in Afghanistan: (M)NZDF   
 

Papua New Guinea 
Misinformation threatens control of Covid-19 outbreak in Papua New Guinea: (M)AspiStrategist    
 

China 
The new China shock: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

Singapore 
Singapore’s new transport helicopters have arrived: (N)DefenseNews  
 

Philippines 
Philippines demands China remove vessels at 6 islands, reefs: (N)TheDiplomat  
 

UK 
Recommended: Defence in a Competitive Age: (M)UKMOD  
The Royal Air Force will retire its C-130 Hercules aircraft by 2023: (M)UKDefenceJournal.  
A “Global Britain” in the Indian Ocean Region: (M)FutureDirections  
The UK's Integrated Review: how does it stack up? (M)Rusi   
 

US 
US Army nears choosing first battalion for extended-range cannon: (N)DefenseNews  
Special Operations team in Pacific will confront Chinese information campaigns: (M)c4isrnet  
Listen to America’s top commander in the Indo-Pacific and fund the Pacific Deterrence Initiative: 
(M)WarontheRocks  
 

Cyberspace 
The intersection of cybercrime and terrorist activity: (M)AspiStrategist  
 

COVID 19 
Why even well-prepared countries failed the pandemic test: bad politics can undermine good 
public health: (M)ForeignAffairs  
What the WHO investigation reveals about the origins of COVID-19 and about the vulnerabilities 
of the system protecting global health: (M)ForeignAffairs  

Please pass this Newsletter on to potential members and encourage them to join RUSI Victoria  
© RUSIV 2021. The opinions expressed in the articles referenced are not necessarily those of RUSIV. 

https://www.armyupress.army.mil/Books/Browse-Books/iBooks-and-EPUBs/The-Resupply-of-Duffers-Drift/linkId/113343103/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boOm-8tAk6Y
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-first-action-in-the-pacific-in-world-war-ii-a-valiant-catastrophe/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_aeed49a447ac64656a66f3ad0b5458f4&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Australias%20first%20action%20in%20the%20Pacific%20in%20World%20War%20II%20a%20valiant%20catastrophe
https://www.nzdf.mil.nz/nzdf/news/final-deployment-lowers-flag-on-nzdfs-time-in-afghanistan/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/misinformation-threatens-control-of-covid-19-outbreak-in-papua-new-guinea/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_f6800824818c5f5c0cea6c06f0ef69c8&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=Misinformation%20threatens%20control%20of%20Covid-19%20outbreak%20in%20Papua%20New%20Guinea
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-new-china-shock/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_aeed49a447ac64656a66f3ad0b5458f4&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20new%20China%20shock
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2021/03/29/singapores-new-transport-helicopters-have-arrived/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/04/philippines-demands-china-remove-vessels-at-6-islands-reefs/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/971859/_CP_411__-_Defence_in_a_competitive_age.pdf
https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/c-130-hercules-fleet-to-be-retired/
https://www.futuredirections.org.au/publication/a-global-britain-in-the-indian-ocean-region/
https://rusi.org/commentary/integrated-review-how-does-it-stack
https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/global-force-symposium/2021/03/18/us-army-nears-choosing-first-battalion-for-extended-range-cannon/
https://www.c4isrnet.com/information-warfare/2021/03/25/special-operations-team-in-pacific-will-confront-chinese-information-campaigns/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/03/listen-to-americas-top-commander-in-the-indo-pacific-and-fund-the-pacific-deterrence-initiative/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-intersection-of-cybercrime-and-terrorist-activity/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Daily%20The%20Strategist&utm_content=Daily%20The%20Strategist+CID_aeed49a447ac64656a66f3ad0b5458f4&utm_source=CampaignMonitor&utm_term=The%20intersection%20of%20cybercrime%20and%20terrorist%20activity
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-03-29/why-even-well-prepared-countries-failed-pandemic-test?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=Why%20Even%20Well%20Prepared%20Countries%20Failed%20the%20Pandemic%20Test&utm_content=20210329&utm_term=FA%20Today%20-%20112017
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2021-03-31/what-who-investigation-reveals-about-origins-covid-19?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=fatoday&utm_campaign=What%20the%20WHO%20Investigation%20Reveals%20About%20the%20Origins%20of%20COVID-19&utm_content=20210331&utm_term=FA%20Today%20-%20112017

