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A RAAF C-17A Globemaster III approaches RAAF Base Richmond carrying fire retardant from the United States to assist with 

fighting the bushfires.   In the foreground is a NSW Rural Fire Service B -737 Large Aerial Tanker – one of the aircraft dropping 
the retardant in the fight against bushfires. 

 

Operation Bushfire Assist 2019 - 2020 
 

Significant elements of the Navy, Army and Air Force provided logistical support to State based 

emergency and firefighting organisations during the recent catastrophic bushfire season. 
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From the President: 

 
Major General Mike O’Brien CSC 

 

 
 
COVID-19 is upon us. Anticipating government direction we 

decided to postpone our lunchtime talks for the next few 
months to lessen the risk to our members.  Another Melbourne 
group has had to cancel an informative talk on the virus – 
because of the virus! For the moment, our office and Library 
will be open as usual. Please ring Bob Hart if you have any 
questions. 
 
May I recommend 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T13Js2bMF_U& as a useful 

and authoritative information source. 
 
Once again, I will write about our Library. A State Government 
grant has enabled us to purchase more shelving and more 
map cabinets. If you see a weary library volunteer, it may well 
be that they have just been moving to add 2000 books to their 
new locations. 

 
 We continue to receive valuable donations of books and 
papers. One set provides an inside view of the 3rd Division and 
3 Field Force Group with material not preserved elsewhere. 
Another increases our holdings of instructional material for the 
Staff Colleges. Future researchers will value these acquisitions 
greatly. 
 
We are in the process of arranging the loan of some of our 
rare First World War map collection to the Bendigo Soldiers 
Memorial Institute Military Museum for display in the latter half 
of the year. I think this will show the depth of our collection to 
a wider regional audience. This museum is well worth a visit. 
 
May I convey the best wishes of our Council and our hope that 
you avoid the virus. We hope that normal service will resume 
as soon as possible! 
 
 
                                                               Mike O’Brien 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MHHV Conference postponed until 

October 2020 
 

 
 

 

 

February Speaker: Professor Greg Barton 
Topic: Islamic Terrorism 

 
 

 

 

about:blank
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                              
 

In these trying times, we should all remember that 
Homo Sapiens means wise man. As we are all intelligent 

thinking people, (else why else would you be a member 

of RUSI?) it befits all of us to act rationally. Hence, we 
have decided to suspend our talks for the foreseeable 

future. Also, the office/library is now on reduced 
manning. I will be working from home as much as 

possible and keeping in touch by emails, etc. One or two 

of the staff will come in from time to time but the great 
mass of volunteers who help run the library are in the 

vulnerable zone and it is best that they stay home away 
from possible contagion.   

 

If someone wants to attend, please contact me but we 
would suggest the trip on public transport to get here 

may be the game changer.  Our President, Mike O'Brien, 
will be in the office on Mondays if you want to come into 

the library. Please let me know if you are attending as I 
am the POC with Base Security on this. Mike will be 

there to bring you in.  

 
We feel your frustrations with the current situation as 

we had a number of projects in the planning stage that 
now have to be relegated to "after the event" timelines, 

whenever that may be.  Being unable to gather for 

planning meetings has hindered things somewhat 
although not having to experience a "Free and 

Forthright exchange of Ideas" may be beneficial to the 
Councils collective blood pressures. 

 
The only membership change we have been notified 

about in the last three months is the death of Alistair 

Robb. "A short obituary will follow in our next issue 
 

The national magazine, due out soon, and I will send 
out a reminder shortly with the internet link. 

 

Please keep safe, respect the social distancing rules and 
hopefully we can resume normal service sooner rather 

than later. Remember that old saying "Keep calm and 
wash your hands!" 

 

                                                                     Bob Hart  
 

 

 

The Chatham House Rule 
 

The term ‘Chatham House Rule’ is frequently used when 
issues concerning Strategy, Intelligence or sensitive 

policy are being canvassed or discussed in a public 
forum by people of note, particularly officials, who have 

a specific knowledge in these areas.  They can speak 

more openly and freely if the Chatham House Rule 
applies at the meeting.  For this reason, members 

attending RUSI meetings are likely to receive more frank 
and accurate information than is generally available. 

We are often asked what the term actually means and 

so it was thought timely to make some explanatory 
comments. 

 
The Chatham House Rule is a guideline to the handling 

of sensitive material that may be included in lectures 
and presentations given at various forums. 

 

The Rule originated with the Royal Institute of 
International affairs, which is located at Chatham House 

in London.  The Rule, which was formulated as the 
Chatham House Rule of Confidentiality in 1927, states: 

 
When a meeting or part thereof, in held under the 
Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the 
information received, but neither the identity nor the 
affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other 
participant may be revealed. 
 
The Rule is not legally binding in any way, and indeed 

the only sanction that exists for a breach lies with the 
organisation sponsoring the lecture (members or others 

may be excluded from future meetings), or the lecturer, 
who may refuse in future to speak to the organisation. 

 

Comment: 
 

At RUSI VIC Lectures, the Chatham House Rule normally 
applies and for particularly sensitive presentations the 

Chairman will remind the audience of their obligations 

under the Rule. 
 

At seminars, the Rule may apply throughout the seminar 
or may be invoked for individual speakers as 

appropriate.  During presentations when speakers are 
effectively making a public announcement, it will be 

stated that the Chatham House Rule does not apply. 

 
Note: 

 
There are no Chatham House Rules – only one Rule. 
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Should Australia Join the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons? 

 
Our lives are currently being seriously affected by the corona 
virus pandemic.  Collectively this virus is survivable, and the 
measures adopted by developed countries will minimise the 
damage to society.  Other global challenges are less 
immediate but more deadly. 
 
Last year the Pope and Secretary General of the UN both 
nominated nuclear weapons and climate change as existential 
threats to the human-race.  Interestingly, they omitted 
population pressures and human impact on the environment.  
 
The world’s nuclear arsenals peaked at about 70,000 warheads 
in 1986. Several incidents and equipment failures did occur 
during the Cold War period, and it was only by luck and good 
judgement that a major exchange of nuclear weapons 
between the United States and the Soviet Union was avoided. 
 

Nuclear disarmament discussions between the US and Soviet 
Union started in 1985 under President Reagan and General 
Secretary Gorbachev and resulted in a series of disarmament 
and non-proliferation treaties. President Reagan’s personal 
mission was to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons.  The 
partial dismantling of the Soviet and US nuclear arsenals, and 
the security of the nuclear warhead materials was achieved 
with a high level of cooperation.  
 
Nuclear nations include the pre 1985 Club of five Nuclear 
Powers – US, Russia, UK, France, China, plus four outside the 
club - Israel, India, Pakistan and North Korea.; and one in 
waiting – Iran. 
 

 
 
As of 2019 there were about 3,750 active nuclear warheads 
and 14,000 total nuclear warheads in the world, the bulk of 
which are held by the US and Russia. These numbers are still 
far in excess of what might reasonably be required for 
deterrence.  
 
Possession of nuclear weapons for deterrence does not mean 
that they will be used, although it is a reasonable assumption 
that if the existence of a state is in jeopardy the weapons 
would be used as a last resort.  A full-scale nuclear war is not 
inevitable.   
 
 
 

The probability of a limited or full-scale nuclear exchange 
increases with the number of weapons available and the 
number of entities possessing them.  Initiation could be by a 
deliberate act of war by a state, by accident, by deliberate 
malfeasance of rogue military commanders, or by a terrorist or 
criminal organisation. 
 
The main danger from the terrorist use of a nuclear weapon 
against a nuclear state may not be the initial detonation, but 
escalation following a hasty nuclear response. 
 
Because of their devastating power, even a limited exchange 
of nuclear weapons, as well as potentially killing millions of 
people, will cripple or at least seriously derail the world 
economy for months or years, indirectly affecting the lives of 
large proportion of the world’s population.   
As we are experiencing in the current pandemic, in our 
globalised, integrated and interconnected world, the price of 
economic efficiency and prosperity has been vulnerability to 
shocks that interrupt global supply chains which do not have 
strong redundancy.   

 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
 
Dismayed by the lack of progress on nuclear disarmament, 
despite obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
a small group of people gathered in Melbourne in 2005.  This 
group founded ICAN, the International Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons.  A decade later in July 2017 the UN adopted 
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).  In 
December 2017, ICAN was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 
its work to ‘draw attention to the catastrophic humanitarian 
consequences of any use of nuclear weapons’ and for its 
ground-breaking efforts to a achieve a treaty-based prohibition 
of such weapons. 
 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
 
The Treaty (TPNW) aims to delegitimise, stigmatise, prohibit, 
and eliminate nuclear weapons.   ICAN claims this has proved 
effective in UN bans for Biological Weapons (1972), Chemical 
weapons (1993), Land Mines (1997), Cluster Munitions (2008). 
At the end of March 2020, 81 nation states had signed up to 
the ban and 36 had ratified of acceded to it. When 50 nation 
states have ratified the treaty will become law.  It will be 
embarrassing for the UN if none of the nuclear states sign on. 
 
Australia under a Liberal/National Coalition Government has 
not signed the ‘ban’ treaty. 
 
Discussion 
 

The Official Australian view of the Treaty on the Prohibition 
of Nuclear Weapons from the DFAT Website (19 Jan 2019) 

Australia does not support the "ban treaty" which we believe 
would not eliminate a single nuclear weapon. Additionally, it 
creates parallel obligations to the NPT, has not engaged any 
state that possesses nuclear weapons in its negotiations, 
ignores the realities of the global security environment, has 
weaker safeguards provisions than the existing NPT 
framework, and it would be inconsistent with our US alliance 
obligations. The ban treaty has yet to enter into force. 

The ALP and the Greens have passed support for the treaty 
at their Party Conferences.  The December 2018 ALP National 
Conference endorsed the Nuclear Ban Treaty.  The 
endorsement case was championed by the now leader of the 
ALP, but support was far from unanimous.    
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Former ALP Foreign Minister Gareth Evans12 said the treaty 
was a hugely significant development setting a moral norm 
against nuclear weapons. The difficulty for Australia in terms 
of signing or ratifying the ban treaty is that, to do so, we 
would effectively be tearing up our US alliance commitment. 

Evans did not believe that it was realistic for Australia to 
support the treaty.  Instead Australia should reduce risk by 
calling for reduced numbers of nuclear weapons, a doctrine of 
no first use, de-alerting and reduced deployments. We should 
be working to create a nuclear weapons convention that the 
nuclear-armed states could themselves sign on to – which they 
can’t at the moment, it’s hopelessly impractical – one that 
provides for step-by-step commitments rather than all or 
nothing commitments. 

Surveys indicate a majority of Australians support the Treaty.    
However, the elimination of nuclear weapons is a 
motherhood objective with which most would agree. The 
devil is in the detail.   

Section 1E of the TPNW, prohibits signatories from doing 
anything to assist a nuclear weapons state in activities 
including stockpiling the weapons as a deterrent.  If it signed, 
Australia would be banned from assisting the US through the 
North-West Cape and Pine Gap facilities which are vital 
components in US nuclear defence, providing surveillance, 
intelligence, and early warning of missile launches as well as 
communications with nuclear armed submarines. 

The TPNW has been drawn up and supported by left-leaning 
lawyers.  They demonstrate that it is technically feasible for 
Australia to sign the treaty, while still maintaining its alliance 
with the US, and do not consider that this would violate the 
spirit of the alliance as well as denying practical support for US 
operations involving nuclear weapons in our region.   The quid 
pro que for Australia sheltering under the US nuclear umbrella 
is cooperation with components of US nuclear forces. 
 
ICAN claims that success in securing treaties banning land 
mines et al are not generalizable to nuclear weapons as the 
latter are weapons of strategic importance upon which a 
nation’s very existence might depend. 
 
Also, ICANs claims regarding the land mine treaty do not 
convey the true position.  While Australia promptly signed and 
ratified the 1997 Treaty to Ban Land Mines, the Treaty was 
never signed by the countries that manufacture most land 
mines: the US, Russia and China.  However, in 2014 the 
Obama Administration did ban land mines (outside of the 
treaty), except for US forces in South Korea.   President Trump 
reversed the ban in January 2020, as US land mines can now 
be remotely deactivated when not in use and are not therefore 
an ongoing danger to civilian populations in former war zones.  
 
ICAN is composed of well-meaning people.  But their proposal 
does not have a real-world ring about it.  Very rarely will 
countries put the general interest before their national interest. 
 

 
1 Choosing Humanity, Why Australia must join the Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, ICAN, July 2019 

2 Hon Gareth Evans AC, QC was co-chair (with the former Japanese 

Foreign Minister) of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament (2008-2010) and is probably the 

Australian public figure most experienced in nuclear control matters. 

 

Nuclear-armed nations want to retain nuclear weapons for 
reasons of prestige, power, and deterrence.  Iran wants to 
acquire nuclear weapons for similar reasons. The 
military/industrial complexes in all nuclear armed nations are 
keen to support the servicing, upgrading, improvement and 
development of their country’s nuclear weapons and delivery 
systems. 
 
Nuclear disarmament depends on the willingness, leadership 
and trust of the countries with the big arsenals - the US and 
Russia.   
 
In his 2009 Prague speech President Obama committed 
himself to the elimination of nuclear weapons.  He provided 
the rhetoric, but during his presidency any progress in 
disarmament was constrained by conservative domestic 
political support and military/industrial vested interests 
reluctant to depart from the status quo.  A further impediment 
has been China’s rise and geopolitical challenge to US. 
 
President Trump’s MAGA (Make America Great Again) is strong 

on non-proliferation (Iran) but does not include any diminution 
in the US nuclear arsenal. 
 
Russia under President Putin derives its power, prestige and 
influence from its possession of its large nuclear arsenal, even 
though this is not backed by commensurate economic 
strength. Russia has not given any sign of supporting further 
disarmament.  To the contrary it is modernising and further 
developing its nuclear forces.  
 
We tend to forget about nuclear war as an existential threat. 
Somewhat like the emergence of China, while the technology 
exists nuclear weapons are not going away.  We must live with 
them and actively strive via anti-proliferation and disarmament 
measures to avoid nuclear war. 
 
A war anywhere in the world involving nuclear weapons, like 
any other major disruption in world trade, communications and 
financial transactions is likely to have negative economic 
effects on Australia.  Australia’s commitment to nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation needs to be sustained. 
 
Like the corona virus, the use of nuclear weapons is not a 
Black Swan, an unknown unknown or improbable event.  It 
can better be described as a Grey Rhino – a known unknown 
or highly probable, high-impact yet neglected threat.  Its 
obvious, visible, coming right at you, with large potential 
impact and highly probable consequences. 
 
The ban treaty is commendable in its intent but is unlikely to 
be effective in eliminating nuclear weapons.  Support for the 
ban treaty is not in Australia’s national interest. 

 
Mike Rawlinson 
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A CHRONICLE of Events, Decisions 
& Issues relating to 

Defence Matters,  

 Part III 
July 4, 2019-December 31, 2019 

 

                                                  by Michael Small 
 

 

                                  Highlights 
 
The Newsletter presents a two-page selection from Michael’s 
six page Chronicle.  Members can obtain copies of the original 
Chronicle by contacting the Secretary. (Ed) 

 
July 5 2019 

Australia and US would like France to become more involved 
as a counterbalance to China's ambitions.  President Macron 
has shown interest in Australia's Pacific Step-Up Program. The 
French Indo-Pacific region has 1.5m personnel (8,000 soldiers 
i.e. 4,500 in the Indian Ocean, 2,800 in the Pacific Ocean and 
700 sailors).  Security and regional development are the main 
concerns.  New Caledonia and French Polynesia were admitted 
to the Pacific Islands Forum.  France assists the region through 
aid, disaster relief, search and rescue operations, maritime 
surveillance and patrolling the high seas.   
 
July 6-7 2019 
Defence spending is 2% of GNP i.e.  $40bn pa i.e. $100m per 
day; not enough according to one commentator.  Defence 
expenditure should be raised to 3.5% of GNP which would 
mean an extra $30bn 

 
July 23 2019 
Australia will set up a new expeditionary training force (Pacific 
Support Force) to work with Papua-New Guinea, Fiji and 
Vanuatu.  It will be part of the army's 1st Division, and will 
strengthen capacity, resilience and interoperability throughout 
the region. 
 
July 29 2019 
US intends to build naval/port facilities in Darwin. Finance has 
yet to be approved by Congress.  $A305.9m has been reported 
as the cost of this facility.   
 
31 July 2019 
Naval/port facilities to be constructed in Darwin will be known 
as Naval Facilities Engineering Command Pacific.   $A400m will 
be spent in the Northern Territory, with $US70.6m to upgrade 
RAAF Base Tindal.  The new naval facility will be a response to 
the 99-year lease which was granted to Chinese company, 
Landbridge.  Australia will also provide $2bn to set up the 
Australian Infrastructure Financing Facility to assist the Pacific 
nations and East Timor. 
 
August 3-4 2019 
Prime Minister Morrison will meet US Secretary of State  
Pompeo and Defence Secretary Esper in support of US 
presence in the region.  Australia, Japan and US i.e. the 
Trilateral Security Dialogue made three commitments: (i) 
increase infrastructure efforts in the South Pacific; (ii) restate 
their opposition to and condemnation of China's aggressive 
and illegal behaviour; and (iii) emphasize the importance of 
national security concerns in the roll-out of next-generation 

telecommunication net-works. 
 
 

August 5 2019 
US promotes Darwin as a missile base to deter China.  Mike 
Pompeo and Marise Payne have both commented adversely 
about China, which is said to have coerced smaller nations, 
intervened in democracies, militarized the South China Sea and 
engaged in unfair trade practices.  Mike Pompeo and Mark 
Esper said they expected Australia to join a US-led coalition to 
protect oil tankers and cargo ships in the Strait of Hormuz.  
Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said the request was being 
considered. Esper would like to deploy intermediate-range 
conventional warheads to the Asia-pacific region i.e.  missiles 
with a range of 500 kms to 5,500 kms. 
 
August 6 2019 
Australia may contribute to a global coalition to protect 
shipping in the Persian Gulf.  Australia imports 17% of its 
crude oil from the United Arab Emirates.   A frigate and a P-8A 
Poseidon maritime surveillance aircraft might join US and 
British ships already in the Gulf area. 
 
August 9 2019 

Upgraded Collins-class subs are still part of Australia's defence 
structure, and have to be kept at sea.  The six Collins-class 
subs will cost up to $566m in 2019-2020, the single biggest 
cost for Defence Dept.  The Collins-class are recognised as 
among the best conventionally powered submarines in the 
world.  They are going to be in service a lot longer than first 
planned.  The government has taken the decision to do a Life 
of Type Extension (LOTE) for the Collins-class.  Five would be 
upgraded.  The big question is where the upgrade will be 
undertaken?  Adelaide or Perth?  Jobs are at stake with both 
SA and WA competing to win contracts.  The Collins-class will 
need to be in service until late 2040s. 
 
August 12 2019 
Project Greyfin is a $3bn boost spread over 20 years to the 
ADF's special forces.  $500m will be spent over the next four 
years to ensure special forces have access to the best 
intelligence, science and technology.  Project Greyfin includes 
the procurement of new combat systems, unmanned vehicles, 
body armour, weapons, diving technology and communications 
equipment.  New parachuting systems and combat equipment, 
medical technology and human performance training will also 
be made available to special forces.  Sixteen special-operations 
support helicopters, identified in the 2016 Defence white paper 
will be delivered in 2022. 
 
August 13 2019 
 Australia has re-joined the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
with India, US and Japan.  Australia's desire to participate in 
joint exercises was rebuffed by New Delhi.  AUSMIN talks 
recognise the 'growing strategic and economic importance' of 
India, and the desire for further collaboration.  Narendra Modi 

and Xi Jinping have had an informal summit meeting. Kashmir 
crisis is an on-going dispute.  China also claims territory in the 
border region, has offered to support Pakistan and condemns 
New Delhi.   
 
August19 2019 
ASPI and US Studies Centre are concerned about a lack of 
personnel and hardware in Northern Australia (north of the 26-
degree south parallel)..  The north must be central, not 
peripheral to defence and national security. 
 
August 22 2019 
Australia will send 177 soldiers, one frigate, one P-8A Poseidon 
surveillance aircraft to Middle East to protect crucial oil 
supplies from Iranian forces in the Strait of Hormuz.   

 
Australia has only 28 days of emergency petrol and crude oil.  
This is below the 90 days it is obliged to store under an 
agreement with International Energy Agency. 
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A new report on the future security of Australia's north has just 
been released by ASPI recommending that Northern Australia 
be central to  defence and national security not peripheral. 
 
September 14-15 2019 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison is due in Washington, DC for 
talks with President Donald Trump.   Australia is already 
undertaking projects which seem to mollify the President viz. 
the Pacific “step up” strategy i.e. doing more with Pacific 
Island states, thereby helping these island states reduce a 
growing dependence on China; and a commitment to support 
freedom of navigation in the Persian Gulf region.  Peter 
Jennings (ASPI) writes that Prime Minister Morrison should 
make four suggestions/proposals while he is with the US 
President thereby deepening US commitment to Indo-Pacific 
security: (i) Australia should participate in a revitalised space 
program with the US by going back to the moon and then 
Mars; (ii) both countries should participate in the development 
of a new long-range strike aircraft;  (iii) both countries should 
design and plan the next stage of an expanded military 
cooperation; and expand their efforts in the Indian Ocean; and 

finally, (iv) Australia should invest more heavily in the next 
generation of critical technology e.g. artificial intelligence, 
machine learning and quantum computing.    
 
September 27 2019 
The 89 '1100 Hawkei Protected Mobility Vehicles' destined for 
special forces are running three years behind schedule, and 
will not be battle ready until December 2020.   
 
October 2 2019 
China celebrated its 70th anniversary with a parade of military 
might through Beijing's Tiananmen Square.  The Dongfeng-41 
(ICBM) is one of several new missiles shown for the first time 
during the birthday parade.  This missile can carry up to 10 
nuclear warheads, and is capable of travelling 15,000km.  It 
could reach the US mainland (and Australia) in 30 minutes.   
 
October 5-6 2019 
Australia's naval defence strategy is taking shape at the 
Osborne Naval Shipyard in Port Adelaide.  The Hunter-class 
frigates will be constructed there at a cost of $89bn.  The 
federal government is trying to avoid problems by creating a 
government enterprise, Australian Naval Infrastructure, to 
lease the shipyard to private sector defence firms who will 
build the ships.  The plan is to deliver 12 Attack-class 
submarines ($50bn) due in service by 2032; nine Hunter-class 
frigates ($35bn); and 12 Arafura offshore patrol vessels 
($3.6bn) over the next 25 years.  The submarines will be built 
by Naval Group Australia, the Australian arm of France's Naval 
Group; the frigates by ASC  (formerly Australian Submarine 
Corporation) Shipbuilding, whose parent company is British 
Aerospace; and the OPVs by Luerssen, Australia, the Australian 

arm of the German shipbuilder Lürssen.  The plan includes the 
construction of 21 Guardian-class Pacific patrol boats ($340m) 
by WA shipbuilder Austal. These will be presented to 12 Pacific 
nations to work with Australia on national security and border 
protection,   
 
October 23 2019 
Cabinet is still undecided on the site for the submarine refit 
Osborne in SA or Henderson in WA.  . October 24 2019 
 
 
October 26 2019 
Links to Indonesia are critical.  Defence Minister Linda 
Reynolds referred to the strong relationship and the close 
defence co-operation between Australia and Indonesia. 

 
The F-35 program will achieve Initial Operational Capability 
(IOC) in December 2020.  Australia is acquiring 72 Lockheed 
Martin F-35A Lightnings, and six aircraft are now flying from 

Williamtown.  Another two will arrive soon, and 10 are 
currently serving with the F-35 International Pilot Training 
Centre in Arizona.   
 
Electronic warfare (EW) is the key to modern conflict.  RAAF is 
the most advanced service with 12 EA-18G Growler electronic 
attack aircraft and five Peregrine information-gathering jets 
(yet to arrive).  EW can be divided into three subsets: 
electronic support, electronic protection and electronic attack.   
The Growler, a modified Super Hornet, is designed to cope 
with all three phases.  Recent arrivals, are the Gulfstream 
G550 Peregrine electronic warfare support aircraft.   
 
The Army will acquire: (i) thirty 47 tonne 155mm self-propelled 
howitzers, currently Australia has towed 155mm guns, but 
these are no longer suitable for mobile operations; (ii) a new 
generation of Infantry Fighting Vehicles (IFV); and (iii) a new 
fleet of helicopters to replace the 22 Tiger Helicopters now in 
service. 
 
November 6 2019 

US Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross says the US will look 
favourably on a request by Australia to help plan and develop 
a new long-range strike aircraft for its fleet of planes.  Defence 
Department's force structure team will reconsider Australia's 
ability to counter Chinese threats in the Indo-Pacific region.  
Retired Air Marshal Leo Davies (Head of RAAF, 2015-2019) and 
Retired Air Marshal Geoff Brown (Head of RAAF, 2011-2015) 
said Australia should consider getting strategic bombers, 
drones and land based ballistic missiles.  Malcolm Davis (ASPI) 
said Australia should try to join the new US B-21 Raider Long-
Range Strike Bomber program. The RAAF does not have a 
long-range strike capability since the retirement of the F-111, 
and the new submarines will not be in service until 2035.  The 
capability gap could be filled by the B-21, drones and ballistic 
missiles. 
 
November 14 2019 
Defence Force personnel may be mobilised in bushfire 
emergencies and other disaster responses.  Defence Minister 
Linda Reynolds is considering a compulsory call-out of part-
time reserve forces to assist in saving lives and property.   
 
November 27 2019 
The ADF is planning to incorporate hi-tech soldiers and 
weaponised robots under a program which will modernise 
levels of protection and lethality for frontline troops.   
 
November 30-December 1 2019 
Rear Admiral Greg Sammut said the cost of the new 
submarines would be about $225bn over their 50-year 
lifespan.  Construction of the first sub would not start until 
2024, a year after the previously quoted date.  The first of the 

new submarines is not due to enter service until 2035.   
 
Continued Page 15 
 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best collection in 
Victoria on defence and military related subjects by donating 
to your RUSI VIC Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the Australian 
Taxation Office, and monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are 
tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. 
Receipts will be provided. 
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has ten Book Reviews.  On behalf 

of members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria Library 
thanks authors and publishers for providing 

copies for review.   If you would like a hard copy 
of a review, please contact the Secretary. 
 

 

Chastise 

 
The Dambusters Story 1943 

 
Max Hastings 
Harper Collins   2019 

Hardcover   464pp   RRP $59.99 
 
Reviewer: Brian Surtees, February 
2020 
 
Everyone with a passing interest 
in World War 2 is familiar in a 
general sense with the RAF 617 
Sqn attack on the Mohne, Eder 
and Sorpe dams in Germany in 
May 1943, popularly known as 

the Dambuster raid and officially as Operation Chastise. Max 
Hastings, in a tour de force, brilliantly expands our horizon of 
knowledge of the individuals involved, the technology and 
conduct of the raid, the courage of the aircrew and the 
experiences of people on the ground affected by the raid. 

In regard to the individuals involved from the Chief of the Air 
Staff, Portal who supported the project and the Chief of 
Bomber Command Sir Arthur Harris who was dead against it, 
through all levels of command to Guy Gibson and the 
squadron personnel Hastings offers a very comprehensive 
narrative. The reader is led through the complex motivations 
of all involved in a very clear and informative way. 

 

One must admire the brilliance and persistence of Barnes 
Wallis in pushing his “bouncing Bomb” project to fruition 
against the determined opposition of Air Marshal Harris, who 
resented any allocation of his aircraft to special projects. The 
old saying that “Success has many fathers while failure is an 
orphan” was certainly proved true when the success signal 
was received in the Bomber Command Operations room. 

Harris was suddenly converted into a supporter and rang 
Churchill himself to claim the credit! 

 

The selection and training of the aircrew is covered in detail as 
is the story of the raid itself. The reader is left in no doubt that 
extreme courage and feats of flying skill were involved. The 
hard thing to grasp today is the very short timescale involved. 
A few months to prepare and test the weapon and the aircraft, 
a few weeks to assemble and train the aircrew in extreme low 
level flight at night and the fact that the crews were unaware 
of the actual target until a day or two before the operation. 

 

Hastings also writes in detail about the effect of the raid on 
German civilians and foreign slave labourers. There were many 
horrific consequences for these people and this is not glossed 

over. As to the effect on the German war industries the 
disruption was severe but temporary. What is made clear is 
that the British High command was very remiss in not 

conducting conventional raids on the dams rebuilding work as 
this would have had a very serious and continuing effect on 
the Ruhr industries. 

 

However, at the time Britain had suffered a seemingly 
unending series of military failures and disasters. This 
brilliantly conceived and conducted raid came like a bolt from 
the blue and was of enormous value in raising morale at 
home. Churchill was able to present the American high 
command with a British good news story at the conference he 
was attending. 

 

The book summarises that while the effects were temporary, 
they could have been so much more with proper follow-up 
raids. Also, while the aircrew casualty rate was very high there 
was a great lift in British morale at a very dismal time. This 
book is highly recommended and will transport the reader back 
to those times.  

 

 

Vietnam: Our Stories 
 

Kevin Childs and Ken Foster 
Melbourne, Wilkinson Publishing, 2019 

Paperback   240pp   RRP $39.99 

 
Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, February 2020 

 
This is a collection of stories of 

the war by its Australian 
participants assembled under 

the banner of the Vietnam 

Veterans Association of 
Australia. It is a timely 

anthology that gives 

unvarnished views.  

 

The contributors include those 
from (please excuse 

acronyms) AATTV, RAAF 
ADGs, Army Int Corps, RA Sigs, RAAC, RAInf, RACMP, 

RAN Clearance Divers, RAAF radio specialists, RAN 
Helicopter Flight, RAAF Helicopter Squadrons (several 

articles), RAEME, voluntary civilian nurses, RAAMC, 

AACC, RAAF pilots and RAE. This is its greatest value: 
telling the stories that would otherwise have remained 

unrecorded. 

There are just a few brief biographies of the authors: 

the book would have been greatly improved if the 

experience of all its writers were revealed. 

The book has several shortcomings. It needed to have 

better proofreading (eg Ho Chi Min, Royal Australian 
Army, Service Corp). Its layout is awkward: ‘leading’ – 

the distance between the lines of print is uncomfortable 
for the reader. The margins around the text are not well 

balanced and the text is not fully justified. Despite 

these, the book is an engaging and worthwhile addition 

to our library. 
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An Interesting Point  
A History of Military Aviation at Point Cook 

 

Steve Campbell-Wright 

Newport NSW, Big Sky Publishing 2019 
Hardcover 252pp   RRP $29.99 

 
Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, February 2020 

 
This well-produced, revised and retitled book tells the story of 
the oldest continuously operating military airfield in the world.   

Point Cook air base occupies an area of about 250 hectares 
southwest of Melbourne on the shores of Port Phillip. When 
the base was established, the proximity of Port Phillip made 
Point Cook a choice location for seaplanes as well as 

conventional land planes. Flying 
was in its infancy and still 
experimental, so the area's sea-
level altitude and absence of 

hills made it ideal for training 
and development purposes. 

 

The design of this first air base 
influenced the planning and 
development of later military 
aviation bases in Australia. 
Point Cook includes rare 
examples of buildings specific 
to the pre-World War I, World 

War II and inter-war periods. These include the oldest hangars 
and workshops in Australia, built in 1914; the Australian Flying 
Corps complex, including the seaplane jetty, dating from 1916 
and operating until 1937; the water-plane hangar, built in 
1914; and the seaplane complex dating from the late 1920s. 

These buildings caused the base to be placed on the National 
Heritage List in 2007. 

 

This book comprehensively tells the story of the base and 
many of its personalities. It is driven by the people and not the 
infrastructure. In doing so, it provides far more than just the 
skeleton of the histories of the Australian Flying Corps and the 
Royal Australian Air Force. It is a well-constructed and well-
researched book with vey well-chosen illustrations. There is an 
isolated and unexplained reference to the Morotai Mutiny in 
1945 which perhaps deserved further explanation. 

 

Today Point Cook is home to the RAAF Museum. Initiated in 
1952 by Air Marshal Sir George Jones, the Museum has 
provided for the restoration and display of historic aircraft. It is 

a ‘Working Heritage Base’ - capable of conducting operations 
while preserving and displaying Air Force and Australian 
aviation heritage and continued use by civilian flying operators 
under licence. The RAAF Centenary celebrations will be 
focused at Point Cook in 2021. Defence has budgeted $147 
million for a base redevelopment of Point Cook between 2018 
and 2022  

 

Do visit one of Australia’s outstanding museums and marvel at 
the work of its volunteers. But remember to have photo ID on 
you so that you can enter the RAAF Base! 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Defend Australia 
 
Hugh White 
Black Inc Books   October 2019 
Paperback   336pp   RRP $34.99 
 
Reviewer: Michael Hili, February 2020 
 
This work of strategy and forecasting by Hugh White is a 
rather draconian outlook on the prospect of Australia 
defending itself against a foreign invader. Steeped in 
undertones of realism, it has clearly been written in response 
to the declining influence of America in South Asia and the 
impending rise of China’s economic and military capabilities in 
Australia’s vicinity.  

                                    The book undoubtedly aims to 
serve as a warning to the 
government and general population 
of Australia to the potential of war 
near or on Australian soil within the 

coming decades. With this objective 
at the forefront, White’s arguments 
are entrenched in hypothetical 
scenarios based upon reasonable 
assumptions regarding the changing 
nature of power in Asia from 
America to China. As an informative 
work, it is most useful when it 

attempts to compartmentalise Australia’s interests under a 
‘concentric circles’ model; clearly outlining our priorities should 
warfare become an impending possibility. He then does well to 
transpose the ordering of these interests into a plan for 
designing Australia’s armed forces.  

 

Whilst the hypothetical sections are interesting and sobering at 

times, it tends to become repetitive in its attempts at defining 
Australia’s interests and how Australia should respond to the 
changing dynamic of contemporary international relations. In 
between important sections of his book, White tends to re–
iterate previously made points that distract from the 
usefulness of his planning and recommendations. In this way, 
the book can become an arduous read from front to back as 
White is attempting to emphasise similar points with 
continuous evidence that is not necessarily quantifiable or 
empirical.  

 

This work should therefore not be considered as a sole 
reference point for forming an opinion on Australia’s need to 
bolster or reform its current defence force. It is highly focused 
on military and economic capabilities of state’s as an indicator 

for the likelihood of warfare or conflict with Australia. From a 
broader interpretation of international security, White’s 
arguments can seem slightly remissive of the importance of 
international diplomacy, global crises, global governance and 
non-state actors in contemporary international relations and 
how these may affect the characteristics of future wars.  

 

Thus, readers should note that this book presents a highly 
militarised perspective of the likelihood of warfare. This means 
that White considers all options and hypothetical scenarios 
regarding a future war with an external state. It is a useful 
reference point in terms of forecasting future needs and 
capabilities of the ADF and how we should structure our 
defences in case of conflict; however readers should be careful 
not to consider it as a prophetic work to stir paranoia and 
irrational support for increased military posturing by Australia. 
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Implacable Foes 
The War in the Pacific 1944 - 1945 

 
Waldo Heinrichs and Marc Galliccho 

Oxford University Press UK, 2019 
Paperback    728pp   RRP $43.95 
 
Reviewer: Roger Buxton, February 2020 
 
This work has more substance than most histories of the 
period. Starting with the final battles in New Guinea in early 
1944, Implacable Foes follows the campaigns of General 
Douglas MacArthur and Admiral Chester Nimitz. While General 
MacArthur was determined to liberate the Philippines, the 
amphibious forces of Admiral Nimitz took a more direct route 

to Japan via the Marshall Islands, 
the Marianas, Iwo Jima and 
finally Okinawa. 

The Americans and Japanese 
were indeed implacable foes: the 
Americans determined to humble 
the country that had 
treacherously humiliated them in 
1941 and the Japanese equally 
determined to defend their 
territory and to die rather than 
surrender. The attacking 
Americans suffered heavy 
casualties in battles in which little 
quarter was given as the 
implacable Japanese defenders 

were blasted from caves and fortifications with napalm, 
flamethrowers and high explosive, while the Japanese 
retaliated with suicide charges and a determination to exact as 
high a toll as possible. 

 

Suicide air attacks were devastatingly effective at Okinawa, 
where most of the fast carriers were damaged and had to 
return to the West Coast for repair. Other factors are not so 
well known. With victory in Europe, the American public and 
industry were anxious to end the war as rapidly as possible 
and to return to a domestic economy. The public were also 
shocked by casualties at Iwo Jima and Okinawa and were 
apprehensive of what the invasion of Japan might mean for 
their husbands and brothers. 

 

The movement of army divisions from Europe to the Pacific via 
the United States was underway but proceeding slowly 
because of the shortage of sea and air transport and the 
capacity of the transcontinental railroads. Soldiers had an 

Adjusted Service Rating based on length of wartime service, 
and with overseas, combat and parenthood credits which 
determined who would be demobilised first. Inevitably 
experienced veterans were released first, and formerly 
combat-ready units were diluted by inexperienced 
replacements. The Japanese also correctly deduced the 
location of the beaches selected for the invasion and strongly 
reinforced them. The ratio of attacking to defending forces in 
the invasion planned for November now approached an 
impossible one-to-one. Drs Heinrichs and Gallicchio show that 
it was these factors, and not just a fear of casualties, that led 
to the decision to use the atomic bomb. 

This is a substantial book of just over 700 pages, with 
comprehensive notes, excellent maps and an index. It provides 
an insight into the problems facing the American 
administration as well as the difficulties facing the United 
States Navy, Marine Corps and Army, and is highly 
recommended.  

 

Scorched Earth 
Peacekeeping in Timor during a campaign of death and 

destruction 

Tammy Pemper 
Big Sky Publishing   2019 
Paperback   320pp   RRP $29.99 
 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, December 2019  
 

Pemper has concentrated 
on the nineteen days in 1999 that 
Peter Watt was with the UN 
Peacekeeping Force in East Timor. 
He arrived on 28th August (the 
eve of the Independence 
Referendum) and departed on the 
last flight carrying UN staff safely 
out of the country. 

This was not Watt’s first 

role as a peacekeeper, so he 
knew both what was expected of 
him and the difficulties he faced 
as an unarmed civilian trying to 
keep separate factions hell-bent 

on the genocide of the Timorese. With a police force, that 
supposedly was to provide protection for UN staff as they 
conducted and oversaw the referendum, merely standing by 
while the local militia intimidated both them and the Timorese, 
mere existence became a constant battle of wits. Many police 
would enter their station and then re-emerge in militia 
uniform. 

With an attitude of ‘we built it and we are not leaving it 
for anyone else to have’, Timorese dwellings were 
systematically daubed in red paint, then looted by both militia 
and police before being torched. UN compounds became safe 

havens for the persecuted Timorese despite there being no 
way to secure or defend the compounds This placed incredible 
strain on resources and hampered the UN staff in their 
essential tasks. The collection of ballot boxes from outlying 
stations and securing them in the UN headquarters in Dili 
became a deadly game of cat-and-mouse as UN staff and 
vehicles ran the gauntlet of militia units and their roadblocks. 

The reaction of the militia on hearing (on 4th 
September) that 78% had voted for independence was to 
increase the tempo of their revenge killings and intimidations 
as the UN took steps to plan the evacuation of staff and a few 
Timorese. Some staff became dejected at the thought of 
abandoning the Timorese at the time they most needed their 
support. The tales of Indonesian atrocities and Timorese 
sufferings became more violent as the day of final evacuation 

(15th September) approached. Already refugees who had fled 
to West Timor had commenced returning to their beloved 
country despite the incredible risks they faced. 

Told through the eyes of Watt, the narrative moves 
non-stop at break-neck speed. His personal feelings and 
reactions to events complement the historical telling. There is 
an expansive array of coloured photographs of Aug-Sep 99, 
and another of Watt’s subsequent visits in the last 20 years. A 
concise epilogue encapsulates events from the insertion of the 
UN’s INTERFET force on 20th September 1999. 

There has been no ‘laundering’ of events in this 
account which Semper has fastidiously researched and tells it 
as it happened and is comfortable in ‘naming names’. Compare 
this with the delays caused by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade trying to censor the first volume of the 
official history of Australia’s peacekeeping operations in East 

Timor [as reported in The Sunday Age, 10th November 2019]. 
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The Four Flash Points 
How Asia Goes to War 

 
Brendan Taylor 

Black Inc Books 2018 
Paperback   256pp   RRP $29.99 
 
Reviewer: Bruce Brown, February 2020 
 
Since the 2016 US election security and economic relations 
between states in the Asia-Pacific region have been dominated 
by the unorthodox behaviour of President Donald Trump. His 
meetings with North Korea’s Kim Jong-un, for example, 
morphed into reality TV events with little analysis of the 
historical forces and competing interests shaping the tensions 

on the Korean Peninsula. 
 
In this context Brendan Taylor has 
produced an illuminating and 
readable study of ‘Four Flashpoints’ 

in Asia – geographic areas which 
have the potential ‘to erupt suddenly 
into violent conflict’. He identifies the 
Korean Peninsula, the East China 
Sea, the South China Sea and 
Taiwan as having such potential. His 
underlying concept is that of ‘crisis 
slide’ whereby the weight of past 
conflicts and unforeseen incidents 
have the potential to lead to massive 

conflict as had happened in the years leading to World War I.  
Throughout the book other analogies between current issues 
and past crises are discussed. 
 

At the outset Taylor acknowledges both the interconnected as 

well as the distinctive features of the Flashpoints. The 
interconnections derive from Japan’s defeat in World War II 
and the US led security order established at the 1951 San 
Francisco conference. The Korean Peninsula, for example, had 
been a Japanese colony from 1910 to 1945 before being 
divided at the 38th parallel with a US-backed government in 
the South and a Soviet-backed government in the North.  
Significantly, neither China nor Taiwan attended the San 
Francisco conference which meant that their claims to former 
Japanese controlled territories would be contested decades 
later. The distinctive features of each flashpoint derive from 
longer term factors and the rival claims of China, Taiwan and 
Japan. 

 

Having succinctly outlined the origins and contemporary state 
of each of the designated flash points, Taylor explores the 
competing interests in each flashpoint and explores their 
implications for the future geopolitical state of the region. 

The critical issue, of course, is the way the US might respond 
to a flashpoint that threatens to generate a wider war.  

 

Taylor urges the US to recalibrate its regional security posture 
and focus more on the East China Sea and the Korean 
Peninsula and less on the South China Sea and Taiwan. The 
spectre of Donald Trump’s influence over US responses to 
events makes this a challenging proposition. 

With useful outline maps to accompany the text, Taylor has 
provided an excellent means for a wide readership to gain an 
insight into a region which has profound significance for 
Australia’s security and economic interests. 

 

 

The Long Search for Peace  
Observer Missions and Beyond, 1947–2006  

[The Official History of Australian Peacekeeping, Humanitarian and Post-
Cold War Operations Vol 1]  

 

Peter Londey, Rhys Crawley and David Horner 
Cambridge University Press   2019 
Hardcover   926pp   RRP $179.00 
 
Reviewer: Neville Taylor, February 2020 
 
Despite being Volume 1 in this series, the other five volumes 
have preceded this one. It examines Australia’s first 
peacekeeping missions that were commenced in the 
period1947 to 1982, and then following them to 2006.  
With the newly-formed United Nations advocating 
decolonization for small nations, there was no shortage of 
disharmony occurring while this was undertaken under the 

cloud of the Cold War. 
 

Australia has been involved in all 
major decolonization efforts with 
mission durations varied in 
duration and success - more than 
60 years in the Middle East, 53 
years in Cyprus, 35 years in 
Kashmir, with shorter deployments 
in Rhodesia, Indonesia Uganda 
and West New Guinea to name a 
few. 

This huge tome is divided into 
three Parts: 

Part 1 –  Fifteen chapters on the early Cold War Years: 
Indonesia, Korea, Kashmir, Palestine and the 
Middle East, the Congo, West New Guinea and 

Cyprus; 

Part 2 –  Thirteen chapters on the later Cold War Years: 
Peacekeeping after the Vietnam War in Namibia, 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe, Kashmir, Cyprus, the Golan 
Heights, Lebanon, Sinai, and Uganda. 

Part 3 -  Five chapters on the post-Cold War Years: 
Cyprus, Israel, Lebanon and the Sinai. 

With no definition of ‘peacekeeping’, as no one-size-fits-all, 
peacekeeping contingents strove to keep disharmony to a 
minimum while trying to ensure the best outcome for the 
peoples involved. Peacekeepers frequently established what 
worked for them in the situation they found themselves in. The 
inclusion of personal experiences, successes and failures have 
personalised the operations presented. The maneuvering of 
the UN, the Australian ministers, the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, the Australian Defence Force and the 
Australian Federal Police are all closely examined and are 
comprehensively referenced in footnotes. 

The Contents contain a detailed breakdown of each chapter 
and is followed by a list of the 27 maps included. Many of the 
maps and 100-plus photographs are in colour. Appendix A 
provides Australian participants for each mission for the period 
1947 – 2007: stating place, year of commencement, average 
number on the ground and the total involved. The other two 
appendices are Major Office Bearers and UN Humanitarian 
Mission in Indo-China, 1975 as it did not meet Volume VI’s 
criteria. The Bibliography and Index are 23 and 26 pages in 
length respectively. 

 

This expensive production has been beautifully presented. It is 

a most enlightening, thorough and well-written history on the 
work done by our (normally) unarmed men and women in 
frequently highly charged and dangerous environments.
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Meeting Saddam’s Men 
Looking for Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction 

 
Ashton Robertson 
Sydney, Big Sky Publishing, 2019 
Paperback  288pp   RRP $34.99 
 
Reviewer: Ian George, January 2020 
 
Many might ask – What is Australia doing in the Middle East 
and why is Australian treasure and blood being expended 
there? This new book by a highly-credentialled former Defence 
Intelligence Organisation (DIO) analyst who was an Australian 
member of the Iraq Survey Group (ISG) adds considerably to 
answering this complex question.  

 

The ISG was a combined United 
States, British and Australian 
activity with the mission to find 
Saddam Hussein’s Weapons of 
Mass Destruction (WMD) or to 
account for their non-existence 
following the 2003 Iraq war. The 
rationale behind the WMD 
program in Iraq provides the 
theme of the book and is 
referenced throughout the text. 
The work of the ISG evolved to 
include assessing the reality of 
whether the broken reed of the 
alleged Iraqi WMD was in reality 

the true driver of the 2003 war. 

 

The book contains a relevant and perceptive account of the 
operation of this multi-national US dominated group during his 

six-month deployment to Baghdad in 2004, and in doing so, 
adds contemporary academic weight to understanding the 
Australia – Middle East relationship.  

 

Robinson gives us an easily read background of the cultural 
and religious obligations of the regional political leaders 
together with personal ambitions and raw brutality of the 
leading players. Relationships between neighbours and the 
collective regional hostility toward Israel and the US is the 
canvas upon which the narrative is built.   

 

Adding to authenticity and interest are accounts of the ISG 
access to a number of senior Iraqi personalities well known for 
their involvement in Saddam’s government – many of whom 
were subsequently sentenced to death or long prison terms. It 
may surprise some that these “High Value Detainees” were 
generally assessed as totally regionally focussed with little or 
no anti-Western bias and almost universally terrified of 
Saddam - undoubtedly with good reason.   

 

The insightful and up to date analysis of the international 

status of the Gulf States is an informed Program contribution 

to Western understanding of the regional tensions on display 
then and now.  A view is expressed by the author that the 
shallow use of intelligence by inexperienced administrators and 
politicians must be guarded against to prevent costly and 
perhaps ill-advised conflict. Of particular interest to Australian 
readers is the thorough examination of the Australian Wheat 
Board involvement in the corrupted Oil for Food and the 
international odium this subsequently attracted. 

 

The book contains comprehensive end notes, a complete list of 
abbreviations (an essential in this age of the extensive use of 
acronyms), descriptions of the many Iraqi personalities in the 
text, a glossary of chemical warfare agents, a bibliography and 
a complete index. The dozen colour photographs (seemingly 
from the authors camera) help the reader to appreciate the 
physical difficulties the ISG had in conducting their 
investigations and reporting.   

 

This journey into the intelligence world will no doubt satisfy 
the inquisitive reader aspiring to grasp the complexities of 
politics in the Middle East. 

  

_____________________________________________ 

 
South Pacific Air War 

Volumes 1 to 3 
 
Michael Claringbould & Peter Ingman 

Kent Town, South Australia, Avonmore Books 

 
Reviewer:  Neville Taylor, March 2020 

 

This trilogy has been written by two highly acclaimed authors 
who have virtually ‘lived and breathed’ the history of aviation 
in the South West Pacific. The volumes are able to stand alone 
and read as individual works.  Michael has been instrumental 
in locating downed aircraft and identifying lost crews of both 
sides of the conflict. Both authors have been involved in the 
recovery of aircraft subsequently restored to be placed in 
aviation museums. 

 

The incredible detail of the day-by-day action over the six-
month period has been compiled as a result of exhaustive 
research of war records from both sides – aircraft types, 
crews, altitude flown, munitions expended, damage sustained, 
lost aircraft and fate of crews. So intent on ‘getting it right’, 
the authors have included addendums in Volumes 2 and 3 to 
the previous volume. 

 

The military build-up by all services of the belligerents has 
been thoroughly portrayed, and their subsequent activities run 
parallel to the air war through all three volumes. Excellent 
maps preface each volume, with black and white photographs 
of aircraft, their crews and ground locations generously 
interspersed in the text. Even more impressive is the full 
colour artwork of aircraft in combat and the aircraft profiles 
(three-way views) that include essential technical data and 
where they operated, and the side view of the markings of 
those involved are provided as appendices. The respective 
appendices listing aircraft losses and fatalities for each period 
provide a sobering view of the incredible attrition rates 
suffered by both sides. A bibliography and detailed index 
round out each volume. 

 

While the attrition rates in both pilots and aircraft lost was 
fairly even, there could have been greater impact considering 
the forces involved. The effective numbers of aircraft over 
targets were often reduced by mechanical problems with the 
aircraft early in their missions. The fickleness of the weather in 
the region – whilst cloud cover saved many a pilot, it 
considerably reduced the number of aircraft reaching, and 
then seeing, the intended target. Condensation on the outside 
of cockpits of aircraft as the descended to bombing level 
rendered bomb sights ineffective.  
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The flight across the Owen Stanley Range saw too many pilots 
becoming lost and often resulting in fatally crashing in the 
inhospitable terrain. For the six-month period examined, the 
US were unaware of their aerial-delivered torpedoes having a 
major technical glitch that saw them running too deep to be 

effective.  

 

The authors should be truly proud of their trilogy, and we their 
readers, should be most grateful for their research and first-
class history of this most crucial period in Australia during 
World War II. A must–have asset for any library’s military 
history collection.  

 

Volume 1: The Fall of Rabaul, 
December 1941-March 1942 

Paperback   252 pages   1 Nov 2017   RRP $49.08 

 
The untenable situation facing the 
Allies in remote Rabaul was 
exacerbated by a lack of capability of 
the few aircraft available and capacity 
to develop the airstrip. Anti-aircraft 
weapons arrived without sights, anti-
tank weapons without ammunition, 
and a promised infantry brigade was 
offloaded in Port Moresby. On 20th 
January 100 Japanese aircraft from 
four carriers attacked the port and 
the scrambled Allied aircraft suffered 

heavy losses. Due to the local military commander having no 
authority over any civilian infrastructure, a 5100-ton 
Norwegian freighter that could have evacuated the bulk of the 

remaining civilian population spent days at the wharf loading a 
cargo of copra! It was sunk wharf side. 

 
The Imperial Japanese Army arrived at Rabaul in nine army 
transport ships in the early hours of 20th January. The 
resident infantry battalion was in no position to offer great 
resistance and most headed for the jungle hoping to be 
rescued by coastal ships in the days ahead. The Japanese 
seized the airstrip at Gasmata (New Britain) on 9th February, 
while promised Kittyhawk aircraft for Port Moresby were 
delayed. On 20th February fifteen Japanese bombers from a 
Rabaul-launched attack on the carrier USS Lexington were 
shot down by the carrier’s Wildcat squadrons. Long-awaited 
Flying Fortresses arrived in Townsville as the Japanese secured 
both Lae and Salamaua.    

 

Volume 2: The Struggle for 
Moresby March - April 1942 

Paperback   232 pages   11 Jul 2019     RRP $52.33 

 
Strikes on Lae and Salamaua by 52 
aircraft from each  

US carrier (Lexington and Yorktown) 
inflicted severe damage to the 
Japanese Naval fleet, causing it to wait 
for its own carriers to arrive before 
resuming serious activity. In lieu, daily 
bombing raids were flown over 

Moresby by Zero-escorted bombers. 
Coast watcher warnings enabled Allied 
fighters to scramble, take on the 

aircraft and avoid destruction on the ground. Between 
December ’41 and mid-March ’42 hundreds of aircraft had 
arrived in Australia by sea, with considerable numbers lost in 
training accidents before RAAF 75 Squadron Kittyhawks 
eventually arrived in Port Moresby on 21st March. 

Using several new-constructed airstrips in the environs of Port 
Moresby as a staging post, USAAF bombers flew from 
Townsville to attack Lae (one hour flying time across the Owen 
Stanley Range) and Rabaul. Both sides virtually fought to the 
point of exhaustion. Two squadrons of USAAF Air Cobras 
replaced the 75 Squadron Kittyhawks on 30th April.    
 

Volume 3: Coral Sea & Aftermath 
May-June 1942 

Paperback   248 pages   13 Nov 2019     RRP $56.06 
 

In early May the Japanese had 

assembled a virtual armada for 
Operation MO to invade Port Moresby 
by sea.  On 7th May the Allies were 
successful in sinking the light carrier 
Shoho while losing one destroyer and 
having their oiler USS Neosho severely 
disabled.   Early on the 8th May both 
sides used carrier-borne aircraft to 
locate their opponent’s carriers. Both 
were successful and the Japanese had 

their aircraft aloft before the Allies. 

The carrier USS Lexington was struck by two torpedoes as the 
Japanese Vals aircraft attacked it from both sides. It also 
sustained a bomb hit on its smokestack but continued to 
operate for a short time after correcting a list. Fire ignited fuel 
and the order was given to abandon ship – it sank taking 46 

aircraft with it. The carrier USS Yorktown was hit by a bomb 
but was able to withdraw from the Coral Sea. 

 

The Coral Sea Battle has been regarded as a victory for 

the Allies. On examining the losses sustained by both 

sides, the Japanese emerged in far better shape. 
Tactically the Japanese won but it was a strategic 

victory for the Allies as they thwarted the invasion of 
Port Moresby. The authors claim that the Japanese force 

was certainly strong enough to continue its attack on 

Port Moresby, but the conservative Japanese senior 
commanders above the local admiral postponed the 

attack. [Due to no carriers being available for the 
remainder of 1942, the Japanese were then forced to 

attempt the impossible – a land advance culminating in 
the battle along the Kokoda Track.] Land-based aircraft 

continued to bomb Port Moresby harbour deep into 

June, with local Aircobra squadrons providing the best 
resistance they could. Allied offence against Lae and its 

environs saw B-17 Flying Fortress, B-25 Mitchell and B-
26 Marauder bombers flying incredibly long shuttle 

missions from Townsville. 

 

Immediately after the Battle of the Coral Sea, Japanese 

submarines turned their attention to harassing ports on 
the Australian mainland. These incursions have been 

covered in considerable detail. The final chapter 
examines the defences of New Caledonia, The New 

Hebrides, Fiji and Townsville during the first six months 

of 1942. 
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Gems from our Library’s Collection 
Order of the Day, Gallipoli Peninsula – 

20th December 1915 
 

This is an occasional article to highlight some of the 
amazing items in our Library.  

 
This item, like many in our collection, is just one page 

but it’s rare indeed. It does not appear to be in the War 

Memorial’s collection. 
 

It’s an Order of The Day by GOC 8th Corps and 
commander at Helles, Lt Gen Sir Francis Davies, to tell 

his troops of the successful evacuation of Anzac and 
Suvla (15th-20th December) and to inform them they 

would stay on at Helles. The Royal Navy wanted the 

troops to remain at Cape Helles but Ottoman artillery 
and common sense prevailed. Dardanelles Army Order 

No 2, 1st January 1916, ordered the Helles evacuation. 
By 9th January the evacuation was complete with just 

one death sustained.  

 
Just to make a point, Wikipedia’s article on General 

Davies is demonstrably inaccurate! 
 

This valuable item was donated by Mr Paul Monro – not 

a RUSI member , but a great supporter! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Defence Chronicle Continued 
 

December 7-8 2019 
Foreign Affairs Minister Marise Payne and Defence 

Minister Linda Reynolds met with their Indonesians 
counterparts, Retno Marsudi and Prabowo Subianto in 

Bali to discuss the possibility of deploying a joint 
peacekeeping force, and engage with India in trilateral 

maritime exercises, as the two countries look for new 

ways to deepen their relationship.   
 

December 18 2019 
Australia's defence projects are $10.2bn over budget, 

and 27 months late.  

 
December 19 2019 

President Xi Jinping attended the commissioning of 
China's first home-built aircraft carrier, Shandong, at 

Yulin naval Base, Hainan Island.  This is the biggest ship 
the Chinese have built, and the second aircraft carrier to 

enter the Chinese navy.  Liaoning was the first and was 

originally intended for the Soviet navy.  It was bought 
from Ukraine and completely re-fitted.    

 
December 30 2019 

Australia's strategic environment is changing, meaning 

more risks and more uncertainty.  Future risks to 
Australian sovereignty may take non-traditional, non-

military forms.  Political warfare is becoming the new 
norm. Examples are misinformation and propaganda; 

cyber operations; the exploitation of local political 

actors; political influence and interference in the 
electoral process; discrediting of a nation's institutions; 

the active establishment and acquisition of of key 
strategic assets; and the exacerbation of fault lines and 

divisions within a society. Political warfare works 
because it is asymmetric and exploits vulnerabilities in 

open, liberal societies such as Australia.  To counter this 

new threat of political warfare, new laws; a task force; 
greater resources; and an information warfare division 

have been established within the ADF. 
 
                                                             End 
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Library Notes:  
 
The receipt of a grant of funds from the State Government in December last has enabled us to purchase five more bays 

of shelving. These have been erected and filled. This has meant moving all the books in the library, which task is almost 
completed. John and Kathryn Williamson have bought, donated and erected a separate bookshelf to fit an awkward 

space and it contains our outsize books (e.g. Atlases) and containers - thank you! 

 
Neville Taylor and Roger Buxton have been hanging our framed maps to display on our library walls, a tricky task to get 

right. 
 

We have had requests to borrow or copy items in our library from instrumentalities and individuals who found and 

researched either our own online catalogue or our entries in the National Library website Trove. These were sometimes 
rare or unique items, difficult to find elsewhere. We were able to satisfy most requests. While small in number these 

requests are a validation of our longtime efforts to get our catalogue online. 
 

We can look back on a successful intern program and while we do not at present host an intern the program is still being 
actively pursued. Visits by past interns are welcome and a recent intern Mr Hili visited last week, rolled up his sleeves and 

assisted in shelving  the books. 

 
Our President is currently forging closer links with Box Hill R.S.L. Hopefully to our mutual advantage in the future.  Below 

is a list of new books donated by publishers. 
 

 

Brian Surtees  
Honorary Librarian 

 

New Acquisitions (since December 2019) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author  Subject  

The Thousand Doors Colonel Robert Likeman Australian Doctors at War Vol 4 - The Middle East and 
Far East 1939 – 1942 

 
Out of Sight, Out of Mind John R Carroll The RAN’s role, Vietnam, 1965 – 1972 
 
The Note Through the Wire Doug Gold  A Yugoslav partisan heroine, and a New Zealand soldier 

who, discover love in the midst of a brutal war. 

 
War at Sea James P Delgado A shipwrecked history from Antiquity to the Twentieth 

Century 
 
World War II at Sea Craig L Symonds A global history 
 
World War Noir Michael Duffy &  Sydney’s Unpatriotic War in the 1940s 
 Nick Hordern 
 

The Great War Carolyn Holbrook and  Aftermath and commemoration 

 Keir Reeves 
 

The Battles for Kokoda  David W Cameron Three weeks of hell defending the gateway to Plateau
    the Owen Stanleys 

 

 
 


