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                                                                                                                                                                              RAAF Picture 

Extended Range/Time on Task 
 

The RAAF P-8A Poseidon fleet has taken a step towards full operational capability with one of the surveillance aircraft 

completing the first air-to-air refuelling with a KC-30A multi-role tanker transport.  Refueling was made using the KC-30As 11-
metre advanced refueling boom system. 

The No 33 Squadron KC-30A is based at RAAF Amberley and the P-8A Poseidon is from 92Wing based at Edinburgh in South 
Australia.  

All RAAF combat aircraft types can be refueled by KC-30A aircraft. 
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From the President: 
 

Major General Mike O’Brien CSC 
 

Mike O’Brien has been unavailable to contribute his 
usual report. Included are his thoughts on why RUSIs 
need a strong National Body. (Ed)    
 

 

 

Why RUSIs Need a Strong National Body 
 
Each of the state RUSIs (& USI of ACT) is separately 

incorporated and independent. We are all dependent on 
the support of our members and the Department of 

Defence. Defence has, in one way or another, supported 

us since the 1890s. In recent years the range of support 
has materially diminished. Why is this so? 

 
Defence has had a new financial set of rules imposed on 

it by the Department of Finance. It precludes many of 

the areas of former support assistance with honorariums 
for our secretaries, assistance with travel costs and 

subsidies based on our membership numbers.  
 

Defence set up (and largely pays for) the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute 20 years ago to offer it 

independent and well-researched advice. This has 

resulted in a natural tendency to divert funds from 
RUSIs. 

 
At the highest levels Defence has underlined a policy of 

paying for results. Our major outcome - keeping the 

public informed on defence and security issues – is 
worthwhile but very difficult to quantify. 

 
RUSIV needs Defence premises and its cooperation to 

allow access passes to them. The value of our premises 

is high.  Defence has stated that it will deal with one 
body and not individual RUSIs on all issues including 

leases and passes.  RUSIV needs a strong ‘central’ body 

even if its support costs us money. 

 
 

 
 

The RUSIV Prize Essay 
 

Australian Defence Ethics 
 

The Royal United Services Institute of Victoria (RUSIV) is 

announcing an annual endowed essay competition for 
individual Australian citizens on the topic of Australian 

Defence Ethics.  

 
At a time when many perceive that ethical standards are 

altering and technological changes are providing 
unforeseen ethical challenges, it is singularly important 

for the Australian Defence Force to have a strong ethical 

underpinning. The purpose of this prize essay is to 
provide strong support to the development of this ethics 

framework.  
 

The prize of $A2000 will be offered for the first time in 
2021. The topic set for 2021 is:  

 

How can the challenges to the Australian Defence 
Force’s ethical framework be met? 
 
Original essays of not more than 10,000 words 

(exclusive of footnotes) are to be submitted in a single 

pdf file (accompanied by a Microsoft Word file) to the 
Secretary of RUSIV (secretary@rusivic.org.au) by 1600 

hours AEST on 30th November 2021. There is no entry 
fee.  

 

The style of the essay is to follow that of the Australian 
Defence Force Journal1. Essays must be the original 

work of their individual authors. Copyright in the essays 
will remain with their authors, though it is expected that 

the winning entry will be available for publication. A 
copy of each essay submitted will be held by the Library 

of RUSIV.  

 
The Library of the Royal United Services Institute of 

Victoria’s considerable collection relating to military 
ethics is available to assist entrants.  

 

Judging of the essay will be based on criteria including 
readability, breadth, importance, accessibility and 

relevance. The decision reached by the independent 
judging panel will be final. All authors will be notified of 

the judges’ decision within two months of the 
submission deadline. RUSIV reserves the right not to 

consider entries which do not comply with requirements 

and the right not to make an award if no suitable 
candidate applies. 

 
 

April Lecturer – Professor Greg Barton 
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From the Secretary: 

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hart RFD 
 

 
The latest lockdown and 
restrictions have impacted on us 
yet again. As I mentioned in an 
earlier email, the Ethics Essay 
Launch has been cancelled 
although the Essay itself is going 
ahead and we have already had 
inquiries. If you want to know 
more about it, logon to our 
webpage and the link is on the 
home page. 
 
We hope to have a video link to 

MAJGEN (retd) the Hon Justice Greg Garde reading his launch 
speech ready to upload within the week. Again, I will place it 
on our website and you can link in to view it. 
 
The e-Newsletters are still getting a good response and I am 
happy to report that subscriptions are flooding in. Again, if you 
need a receipt for your subscription or more importantly one 
for the donation which is a tax deduction, please contact me. I 
hope to catch up on the receipts by the end of the month. 
 
So far, we have not had any reports of the passing of 
members since the last newsletter and we hope that stays that 
way. 
 

As Council meetings have been suspended due to the 
Lockdown restrictions, there have been no new members 
formally approved for the period. However, those who applied 
are being treated as if they would be approved and are on the 
email distribution lists. Once they are formally approved, we 
will list them here. 
Stay safe and hopefully see you at the end of all this. 

 
                                                                     Bob Hart  

 

Bequests 
 

Royal United Services Institute of Victoria 
 

The Royal United Services Institute of Victoria was established 

in 1890. It seeks to promote informed debate on and improve 
public awareness and understanding of defence and national 
security.  
 
The Institute maintains a specialist library to assist in this, as 

well as scheduling regular lecture 
es and visits of interest. The costs of doing so, however are 
becoming burdensome and are exacerbated by an ageing and 
declining membership.  
 
To allow us to continue to provide services to members and 
the community into the future, you could greatly assist us by 
remembering the Institute in your will. Should you desire 
assistance in adding an appropriate codicil to your will, please 
contact the Secretary at secretary@rusivic.org.au. If you have 
added a bequest to your will, it would be of assistance to be 

advised of it (not the specific amount) in case we need to 
communicate with you or your executors. 
 

 
 

MHHV Conference 
Postponed until 2 October 2021 
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Opinion:  
  
The May 2021 Budget and Defence                        
  
                                        Mike Rawlinson 
 

Defence fared well in the May Budget.  The government 

delivered what it promised: $44.6bn, an increase over 
last year of 4.1% in real terms.  This includes everything 

in the 2016 Defence White Paper, the 2020 Defence 
Strategic Update and Force Structure Review.   There is 

also funding for two additional P-8 maritime aircraft, 
four extra Chinook helicopters, and an accelerated plan 

to manufacture missiles in Australia.  This represents 2.1 

% of Australia’s GDP. $275bn is allocated over the next 
decade to build ships, submarines and other military 

equipment. 
 

Our strategic circumstances now encompass an 

aggressive attitude from China as displayed in Hong 
Kong, relations with Taiwan, the militarisation of the 

South China Sea and unjustified trade sanctions against 
Australia.  The 2020 Strategic Update concluded that the 

warning time for conflict had shortened to less than 10 
years, and this year the defence minister has said that 

conflict over Taiwan should not be discounted.  China, 

still our major trading partner, is in competition with the 
US our long-time ally and nuclear protector.   The Biden 

administration is redeploying forces in our region, and 
more US forces are likely to be based in Northern 

Australia. 

 
The economic circumstances of the budget are 

dominated by the COVID-19 pandemic.  Recovery from 
the pandemic and associated recession has been 

successful so far (it’s not over yet) with massive 

spending on Job Keeper and other labour market 
schemes.  Employment has recovered to pre pandemic 

levels.  The brilliant Job Keeper et al were facilitated by 
record low interest rates but resulted in an all-time high 

level of debt.  
 

The Budget and the Economy 

 
Low interest rates, deficit and debt have allowed the 

government to keep its defence spending promise of 
2.1% GDP and increase spending on mental health, 

aged care, women’s physical and economic security, and 

infrastructure as well the National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS).  The Weekend Australian Newspaper of 

15-16 May opined that: ‘The government has achieved 
‘a robust economic recovery unmatched so far across 

the industrial world.’  ‘This is a pandemic framed budget 
and the government wants a pandemic framed election.’  

Presumably, budget repair will be deferred until after 

the federal election.  Some believe that there will be 
much higher economic risk if the country fails to pursue 

a bracing reform agenda to lift growth and reduce debt. 
 

The Business Council of Australia says there wasn’t 

‘enough ambition’ for the post-pandemic economy.  
Australia needs higher growth outcomes, advanced 

skills, the ability to live with reopened borders and 

business investment to deliver not the old economy but 

a better economy. 
 

GDP Growth 
The government’s path out of debt is to grow the 

economy.  The budget provides for spending on 

infrastructure, new technologies and the energy 
transition to renewables, including carbon capture and 

hydrogen. 
 

Full economic recovery from the pandemic awaits the 

resumption of international travel and restoration of 
trade and immigration.   Annual pre COVID immigration 

was running at 230,000 with permanent immigration 
capped at 160,000.   Industries that have been critically 

affected by border closure have been higher education, 
aviation, and tourism.  An opening of borders is needed 

for a return to a pre COVID economy.   Nevertheless, 

Australia is trapped by massive debt. The debt is locked-
in and will have to be faced up to at some point.  

 
Defence 

 

As identified in the Defence Force Update (2020), 
defence needs a long-range strike capability to deter a 

major adversary.  Such a capability can be provided by 
submarines and/or aircraft armed with appropriate 

missiles. 
 

 
                  

Collins Class Submarines for LOTE 
 

In the current decade, this capability is conspicuously 
missing, as the first of the Attack Class submarines is 

not due to become operational until 2035.  The budget 

provides for three Collins submarines to undergo life 
extension.  Ensuring that there is no submarine 

capability gap requires extending the life of all of the  
Collins boats or other means and will require extra 

expenditure.  Post budget, defence has announced the 

intention to carry out Life of Type Extension (LOTE) to 
all six Collins submarines.  

 
On the Air Force side, a strike force of Super Hornets 

and F-35As with tanker support have significant reach 
(1500kms), but do not appear as formidable as the 

RAAFs F-IIIs retired a decade ago.  The addition of 

long-range, crewed or remotely controlled aircraft armed 
with long-range hypersonic cruise missiles would fill this 

capability gap.   Again, filling the gap represents 
significant unplanned extra expenditure.   
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Also, there is not any funding to cover contingencies 

arising from increasingly uncertain strategic 

circumstances or from cost over-runs on existing 
acquisition programs. 

Funding could come from both outside and inside the 
portfolio.  Inside the defence portfolio ASPI suggest a 

reprioritization of acquisition spending at the expense of 

Army’s tanks and armoured vehicles.     
 

Economic Reform  
 

A strong defence force needs to be sustained by a 

strong economy.  Even with a return of immigration and 
high participation rates the Australian economy will not 

be at potential strength without increases in 
productivity.  Pre COVID, productivity growth, the 

increase in GDP per head, was extremely low.  Major 
economic reforms are necessary.  Political will for reform 

is tempered by the desire to be re-elected as almost 

without exception there will be opposition to every 
proposal.  

 
Changes will be needed, as Australia has an ageing 

population who are living longer, expenditure on 

pensions, health and aged care can be expected to 
increase. 

These matters are made clear in Treasury’s 5th 
Intergenerational Report released on 28 June which 

addresses trends in Australia’s demography, productivity 
and spending, and projects 40 years of budget deficits. 

Areas for major structural reform include taxation, 

workplace relations, health, education, and the welfare 
system.   Beneficial changes could also be made in the 

relationship between the Federal government and the 
States where there is wasteful duplication particularly in 

health and education.   

 
As a priority, the economy needs to be fully converted to 

digital technology.  Other important reform areas 
include fostering innovation and entrepreneurship and 

growing world competitive businesses.  Local companies 

and foreign investors, need better incentives to invest 
and take sensible risks. Unnecessary red-tape and 

green-tape needs to be removed. 
 

Reducing Federal Spending in Other Portfolios 
 

Increases in Defence spending could also be funded 

from reductions in other portfolios.  The allocation of 
federal spending in the budget is:  Defence 6%, 

Education 7%, Health 17%, Social Security and Welfare 
36%. 

 

Aside from structural reforms already considered, there 
is considerable scope for spending reductions by 

improving the efficiency of federally funded 
organisations.   The welfare portfolios are the stand-out 

targets as they are large maybe be themselves 
unsustainable without increases in taxation. 

 

Obvious savings are greater efficiency in payment 
procedures and tightening the eligibility criteria for 

benefits.                                                

In common with all democracies, reducing welfare 

programs is politically difficult.       

 
Saving measures in recent years either proposed or 

carried-out that have not met the approval of the 
electorate include:   

 

• Co-payments for bulk billing (proposed and 

dropped) 

• Further increases in age qualification for the age 
pension (proposed and dropped) 

• Independent assessment for NDIS ‘packages’ 

• Recouping welfare overpayments – the ROBO 

debt debacle 

• Taxing asset rich retirees 

Known Challenges 

 
A testing time for debt laden Australians will be when 

interest rates go up.  The inevitable rate rise will 
accompany a rise in inflation.  With already spiralling 

house prices, an interest rate rise is likely to put many 
borrowers into mortgage stress - stresses that will be 

communicated to banks, the economy, and the 

government.  While the government interest burden will 
increase and add to the annual deficit, over time 

inflation will reduce the real value of the accumulated 
debt. 

 

Here are a few of the areas that before long are likely to 
require increased expenditure:  

 

• Supporting island nations in the SW Pacific – 
countering China’s soft-power 

• Energy – transition from fossil fuels  

• Implementation of resilience measures identified 

in the bushfires and pandemic, key sovereign 
manufacturing capabilities, on-shore liquid fuel 

reserves  

• Supporting adaption to Climate change 

• Increased cyber-security measures 

• A worsening strategic situation. 

On the revenue side, in the longer-term Australia can 

expect a reduction in export income from iron ore as 
China diversifies its supply to Brazil and Africa.  Coal 

exports may also fall as coal becomes less acceptable as 

an energy source. 
 

Conclusion 
 

The Budget makes adequate provision for defence, but 

debt and deficit associated with the pandemic recovery, 
together with a substantial welfare commitment, make 

future increases in defence spending difficult.  And 
additional spending is likely to be needed to maintain a 

credible deterrent. 

Whichever party wins the next federal election, repairing 
the budget and providing the necessary funding for 

defence will require luck and skilful political leadership. 
However, if China keeps up the ‘wolf warrior’ rhetoric, 

political opposition to further increases in defence 
spending may not be a problem, with Australians 

prepared to accept a sacrifice for security. 
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A CHRONICLE of Events, Decisions 
& Issues relating to Defence 

Matters 
 

March 1 – June  28, 2021 

 (Covid lockdown continues) 

 
by Michael Small 

 

March 1  2021 
Defence and French company Naval Group have an agreement 
guaranteeing 60% spending in Australia during the life of the 
$90 bn construction of 12 Attack-class submarines. 
 
March 4  2021 
Naval Group and Defence decided on a fleet of 12 subs, built 

in Australia.   Defence officials told a Senate estimates 
committee the total cost of the project would be around $50bn 
in 'out-turned dollars' which takes account of inflation, 
currency valuations over the time span under consideration. So 
a 2016 figure of $50bn is calculated as about $90bn in 'out-
turned dollars' by the 2050s. 

Part of the cost goes to Lockheed Martin, which will provide 
the US combat system.  

March 10  2021 
POTUS will meet with Japan's Yoshihide Suga, India’s 
Narendra Modi and PM Morrison taking the four-nation 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) concept to a new level.   
China’s military expansion in the South China Sea, its trade 
retaliation, its subjugation of Hong Kong, its threats over 

Taiwan, its military clash with India and its strategic muscle 
flexing has brought these four nations together to conclude a 
shared interest in meeting China's challenge. 
 
Shingo Yamagami, Japan's ambassador to Australia said 
Australia is “not walking alone”, in dealing with China.  
 
March 11  2021 
PM Morrison will attend the first meeting of the QSD leaders 
on Saturday.  A Chinese spokesman said: “We hope that 
relevant countries can do things conducive to regional peace.”  
President Xi Jinping warned delegates that they must be 
“prepared to respond” to “complex and difficult” situations. 
The current security situation of our country is largely unstable 
and uncertain”.  
Chinese Defence Minister General Wei Fenghe spoke of a 
“high-risk phase” e.g. Beijing’s cross border dispute with India, 
tensions with Japan in the East China Sea, tensions over the 
South China Sea, and technological rivalry with the US.   
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi highlighted tensions over 
Taiwan, warning POTUS “not to cross the red line” over the 
island nation’s future and Beijing’s desire to subjugate it.  US 
Admiral Philip Davidson told a Senate committee that China 
could invade Taiwan within six years as part of a strategy to 
supplant the US as the dominant power in the Asia-Pacific.   
March 16  2021 
Reports are circulating that the Defence Department erred in 
committing more than $300bn to three speculative defence 
equipment ventures covering aircraft, submarines and frigates.  
The Joint Strike Fighter / F-35 program, has already fallen 
short of its aims.   
 
March 23  2021 
The Tomahawk cruise missile has been modified to take on an 
anti-shipping role to help counter the threat posed by the 
expansion of China’s navy.  US has shared the Tomahawk with 

only the UK. RN submarines have been fitted with Tomahawks 
since the late 1990s. 

March 25  2021 
NATO has warned China that member countries will back 
Australia to counter Chinese behavior. NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg said that China had behaved badly against 
Australia, and that NATO’s 30-member countries would show 
solidarity with Australia.  Australia is not a member of NATO 
but has contributed to Afghanistan.  
 
March 27  2021 
RAAF turns 100. Formed March 31, 1921, the story began in 
1911, when the government advertised for “Two Competent 
Mechanics and Aviators” to form an Army flying corps.   

RAF was established in April 1918 by combining RFC and 
RNAS.  Three years later RAAF was established.  In September 
1939, RAAF had 3,500 men and 246 aircraft. Six years later, 
RAAF had 173,622 men and women, and operated 5,620 

aircraft in 73 squadrons. 

New weapons in 2021 will include long-range anti-ship 
missiles.  The government will purchase 72 F-35s, 33 are 
already delivered, and RAAF has an option to purchase 28 
more.  The future RAAF will include crewed, un-crewed and 
optionally piloted aircraft. 

March 31 2021 
The government plans to create a guided weapons enterprise.   
The new facility could generate $40bn in domestic production 
and export sales.  Defence Minister Peter Dutton said the 
government would work closely with US to ensure that 
Australia understands how this enterprise can support both 
Australia’s needs and the growing needs of our military 
partner. 

 

A space command will also be launched within the ADF to 
operate and protect the ADF’s satellite-based capabilities amid 
a growing military space race.  It will probably be a joint 
command staffed by RAAF, RAN and Army personnel.  (See 
item May 9, 2021) 

April 4  2021 
Defence Minister Dutton has warned contractors delivering the 
nation’s submarines and frigates that he expects the platforms 
to be delivered on time and on budget and will not allow 
“slippage” on Australian industry content. 
 
 
April 8 2021 
HMAS Anzac, a frigate and HMAS Sirius, a tanker, have taken 
part in the French-led Exercise La Perouse in the Bay of 
Bengal.  The two RAN ships were joined for three days of 
navy-to-navy training exercises by ships from France, India, 
Japan and US.   An Indian Navy Sea King helicopter made a 
series of landings on Anzac, giving the Indian aircrew and 
Australian flight deck team vital training. The exercise, includes 
Mission Jeanne D'Arc, an annual French Navy Midshipman 
training course.     
 
April 9 2021 
Defence Minister Dutton met with soldiers at Lavarack 
Barracks in Townsville.   Minister Dutton says his top priority 
as Defence Minister is repairing an ADF-wide morale slump 
that has followed the Brereton report.  The Minister said he 
had told the Chief of the ADF, Angus Campbell and the 
Secretary of Defence Greg Moriarty, to provide all available 

support to the troops and get major procurement programs 
back on track.  The Minister said he was “listening more than 
talking” during his early weeks in the portfolio, requesting 
detailed status reports on all major procurements. 
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April 13  2021 
A colonel whose new appointment was to have been help 
reform special forces culture has been implicated in exploits at 

an on-base bar in Afghanistan. The colonel was then a major 
with the SASR and commander of 2 Squadron during the ninth 
rotation of special forces through Afghanistan in 2009.    One 
former senior army officer said: “The photo reveals that senior 
officers serving today certainly did have knowledge of the 
abhorrent SAS culture and ill-discipline in Afghanistan while it 
was occurring. Claims to the contrary are now entirely 
incredible.” 

April 14  2021 
Justice Paul Brereton blamed a “warrior culture” within the 
SASR for creating an environment in which war crimes were 
able to happen.  
 
April 15  2021 
The colonel implicated in the incident at on-base Afghanistan 
bar has been stood down and asked to “show cause” as to 
why he should not be sacked.  The officer was responsible for 
overseeing ethical standards for much of the army.    He is the 
most senior figure to face repercussions about behavior in the 
special forces.   

April 16  2021 
All troops will be withdrawn from Afghanistan in September. 
The war involved 39,000 ADF personnel, cost 41 lives and 
$8bn.  Timeline:    
September 11, 2001 – attacks on New York and Washington  
October 2001 – Australia joins US led coalition forces in 
Afghanistan 
December 2002 – Australia's commitment ends, 200 special 
forces withdrawn 
July 2005 – Australia agrees to Afghan request to send troops 
to Afghanistan 

April 2009 – Australia has about 1,500 personnel in 
Afghanistan 
August 2010 – Australia commands the coalition's 
reconstruction team 
November 2012 – Australian forces begin to withdraw  
December 2013 – PM Tony Abbott says the last Australian 
soldiers have left, but 400 remain to train Afghan army 
May 2016 - Major General Paul Brereton begins inquiry into 
allegations that special forces committed war crimes  
November 2020 – Brereton Report finds evidence of 39 
murders of Afghan civilians and prisoners. 
 
April 15 2021   
PM Morrison announces that Australia's remaining troops will 
be withdrawn following US decision to do so.  The involvement 
in Afghanistan has been described 'as a strategic failure 
accompanied by numerous tactical successes'. 
 
April 28  2021 
PM Morrison has ordered upgrades of military training bases in 
Northern Australia to enhance land combat capability and 
support simulated exercises in a major strategic step-up aimed 
at expanding “war gaming” with the US and defending the 
Indo-Pacific.  The training areas slated for upgrades are the 
Robertson Barracks Close Training Area; Kangaroo Flats 
Training Area; Mount Bundey Training Area and Bradshaw 
Field Training Area. 

April 30  2021 
“Department of Defence is committed to bringing together 
interdisciplinary teams to create innovative solutions that 
generate strategic advantage while delivering sovereign 
industry capabilities”.   
 
“Increasing collaborative research connecting universities, 
industry and PFRAs (Publically Funded Research Agencies)”. 

Research and innovation experts are working with ADF to 
increase Australia's technological capability amid growing 
global challenges.  Chief Defence Scientist Tanya Monro is the 

leader of the “More Together Defence Science and Technology 
Strategy”.  Current research projects include: how to sense 
and ward off biological agents; preventing, detecting and 
foiling cyber-attacks; flight over Mach 5 speed; and employing 
ethical artificial intelligence to provide advance knowledge.  
Problems yet to be solved include: increasing domestic 
capability in trusted autonomous systems; cyber capability; 
multi-disciplinary materials; counter-measures; quantum 
technologies; space advanced sensors; and enhanced human 
performance.  The Australian Defence Science University 
Network (ADSUN) represents organisations from all states to 
liaise across Defence research and businesses.   
   
The Next Generation Technology Fund (NGTF) is investing 
$1.2bn in developing autonomous and robotic weapons.  
Trusted Autonomous Systems (TAS) is a Defence Cooperative 
Research Centre which fosters collaboration between 
Australia's defence industry and research organisations.  TAS 
is receiving $50m from the NGTF, its function is to move 
technology from universities into industry and into leading-
edge capability for ADF.  Scientists, engineers, philosophers 
and lawyers are in the team. 
 
May 6  2021 
Defence Minister Dutton says Australia will not be left exposed 
by the late arrival of the new French-built submarines. The 
navy’s six Collins-class subs may be upgraded, using the 
Collins Life of Type Extension (LOTE) program to avoid a 
possible capability gap.  

The Minister proposes to engage Saab Kockums (the original 
Collins builders) to work as strategic partners with the 

government-owned ASC to overhaul the 1990s-era boats.   
Minister Dutton may engage Saab Kockums to develop a 
$50m-$100m design scoping study for a “Son of Collins” boat, 
based on a submarine the company is offering the Dutch navy.  
Defence officials told Senate estimates last October that the 
Collins-class (LOTE) program was estimated to cost between 
$3.5bn and $6bn. 

May 7  2021 
Major General Natasha Fox, AM, CSC will assume the 
role of Deputy Chief of Army in January 2022, the first woman 
to occupy the position.  
 
May 9  2021 
Air Vice-Marshal Catherine Roberts (currently the Head of Air 
Force Capability) will take over the newly created position of 
Head of Space Division from January.   
 
May 22-23  2021 
Spanish ship-building firm Navantia has designed 19 vessels 
for the RAN since 2006. The second of the RAN’s two new 
supply ships, NUSHIP Stalwart, is scheduled to arrive in 
Fremantle from Spain. Navantia Australia was formed a decade 
ago to establish a sovereign design and engineering capability 
to support the maintenance and upgrading of the ships it 
designed for the RAN.  Navantia designed the navy’s two 
Supply-class AORs, based on the Spanish navy’s own 
Cantabria-class AORs. These were built at El Ferrol and then 
transferred to Australia for completion by Navantia Australia. 
The first, HMAS Supply, docked in Fremantle last year.  After 
sea trials, HMAS Supply is now in RAN service in Sydney. 
 
June 1  2021 
Rheinmetall Defence Australia was awarded the 
Commonwealth’s $5.2 billion LAND 400 Phase 2 project.  
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It features some of the best technologies from across the 
company’s defence business – electronics, electro-optics, 
armor, turrets, vehicles and simulators.  The first Boxer 
combat reconnaissance vehicles are being delivered to the 
Australian Army. 

 
Success in war requires superiority in mass, depth, technology 
or other factors that provide advantage over adversaries. 
Consequently, the Australian Army, the ADF, the government 
and Australian society need to accept that it is highly unlikely 
that Australia can succeed in its future wars.  The best that 
Australia can hope to achieve in a future war is not to lose.” 
 
 Dr Albert Palazzo, Director of War Studies, Australian Army 
Research Centre, in a lengthy article. "Land Forces 2021, 
Special Report about the Australian Army's new philosophy of 
war. Personal views. 
 

 
June 6  2021 
Defence is considering Plan B for Australia’s future submarine 
fleet.  Tensions have risen with French company Naval Group 
over the Attack-class boats.  Defence Secretary Greg Moriarty 
said his department was looking at a range of alternative 
pathways to the $90 billion boats.  Mr Moriarty said the 
government remained committed that it would build twelve of 
the French-designed boats in Adelaide, but said planning was 
under way in case the program faltered. 
Defence Minister Dutton regards the submarine program as “a 
mess”, and is working to deliver an earlier capability boost, 
given the first of the new Attack-class boats is not due to enter 
service until 2034. 

PM Morrison will meet with M. Macron when he travels to Paris 
after his upcoming G7 trip, amid ongoing cost, schedule and 
Australian contract disputes with Naval Group 

 
June 10  2021 
Defence Minister Dutton says he would like to see more US 
marines training in the Northern Territory and US navy ships 
operating out of Western Australia.  Minister Dutton declared 
the nation’s security depends on even closer military ties with 
its ANZUS ally.  The Minister said with the prospect of military 
conflict  
“less remote than in the past”, Australia needed to “prepare for 
whatever may be on or below the horizon”.  He said there was 
scope to increase the size of the US marine rotational force in 
the Top End from its 2500-strong pre-Covid high, and to base 
US navy vessels at HMAS Stirling near Perth. 
 
June 11  2021 
All six of the navy’s Collins-class submarines will be rebuilt to 
extend their life for another decade.   Defence Minister Dutton 
will order the Collins fleet to undergo the major life-of-type 
extension, doubling the initial Defence plan to extend just 
three boats, as a hedge against the fact that the first of 12 
new French Attack-class submarines is not due to enter service 
until 2035.  The plan will cost up to $10bn. 

June 17  2021 
PM Morrison says the $90bn submarine project is back on 
track. PM Morrison met with President Macron. Naval Group 
has a September deadline to persuade the government that it 
can progress with the project to build Australia’s new 
submarine fleet.  President Macron said the submarine project 
was a “pillar of our partnership and the relationship of 

confidence between our two countries”.   
 
 
 

June 28 2021 
Naval shipbuilders have said the nation’s future submarine and 
frigate programs are at risk from a shortage of engineers and 

IT specialists.  Defence competes with the resurgent 
infrastructure and mining sectors for the same limited skilled 
labour pool.  The future submarine program is at an impasse 
over the price of the contract for the detailed design of the 
submarines, which will be a first-of-type conventional long-
range submarine based partly on the design of France’s 
Barracuda-class nuclear-powered boats. 

__________________________________________________ 

 
Michael Small’s summary of the April Lecture at 

ANZAC House, by MAJGEN Andrew Bottrel. 
 

Land Domain Projects and how they are 
shaped by the 2020 Force Structure Plan. 
 

Major General Andrew Bottrel 

Head Land Systems Division, Capability Acquisition and 

Sustainment Group  
 

 
Major General Bottrel 
spoke in some detail 
about the challenges 
which are facing ADF 
policy makers today.  
General Bottrel 
described the Army's 
approach to 'Land 
Domain' Projects, which 
together with 'Sea, Air, 
Intelligence and Space 

Domains' are expensive areas to run.  Current figures are that 
'Land Domain' requirements need $55Bn pa, and the total bill 
for all three services is $89Bn.   'Land Domain' requirements 
include: the provision of specialised weapons systems; new 
infantry vehicles and tanks (the current APCs being phased 
out); and changes in providing the 'Soldier of 2021' with new, 
advanced and improved equipment.  Change is the key word.  
Change and improvement were factors in all areas, and 
covered a new range of small arms, night vision aids, thermal 
capability, ballistic body armour and power management 
systems. 
 
General Bottrel referred to major areas of interest such as: a 
new strategy for the modern Land Force, a strategy which is 

governed by the Force Structure Plan and the 2016 Defence 
White Paper.  General Bottrel also referred to the importance 
of investing in Australian Defence-related industries, thus 
ensuring an adequate supply chain.  Other topics addressed 
were: leadership ethics in remote autonomous warfare 
situations; women in combat roles;  special weapons which 
have to be imported from overseas sources, General Bottrel 
mentioned that some tasks are too difficult for local 
manufacturers to undertake.  Increasing costs is a factor with 
$90m being allocated for clothing, and special operations 
$3Bn. 
 
This was an Address packed with detailed information, much 
of it displayed on over-heads, about a wide range of key 
issues.  The Address prompted a series of questions from 
members, with the final questioner seeking clarification about 
the extent to which academia are involved with the Defence 
industry and the associated problem of ensuring a guaranteed 
supplychain. 
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Book Reviews 
 

This newsletter has 12 Book Reviews.  On behalf 

of members the Editor thanks the reviewers.   The 
Royal United Services Institute of Victoria Library 

thanks authors and publishers for providing 
copies for review.   If you would like a hard copy 

of a review, please contact the Secretary. 
 

 
No Ordinary Determination 

Percy Black and Harry Murray of the First AIF 

2nd Edition 

 
Jeff Hatwell 

Fremantle, WA: Fremantle Press,  2014 
Paperback   340pp   RRP $24.99 

 

Reviewer: Rob Ellis, May 2001 

 

This is a book that should be read by everyone 
who has an interest in the history of the Australian 

Defence Forces, and especially if this interest focuses on 

the First Australian Imperial Force of World War 1. 

Harry Murray and Percy Black both volunteered, 

in Western Australia for the 1st AIF in the very early 

days of August 1914 

Murray, born in Tasmania, was a direct 
descendant of two Second Fleet convicts who had 

arrived in New Holland in 1790.  He was 33 years of 

age, and working as a sleeper cutter, when he 
volunteered for the Army.  He had some limited military 

experience in a Militia Garrison artillery unit prior to 

volunteering in 1914. 

Percy Black was slightly older - 37 - and the 

eleventh child of Irish migrant parents who had settled 
in Victoria. Prior to enlisting, he was a prospector on the 

gold fields, and worked at times as a mail contractor. He 

was well-known and well-liked in his community. 

Both were “ordinary blokes” who had been 
footloose, working at a variety of semi-skilled jobs.  Both 

were honest, hard-working men, typical of the 

thousands who volunteered between 1914 and 1918.  

They came together during initial training at the 

Blackboy Hill Camp near Perth.  Both proved to be 
competent marksmen, with some mechanical 

knowledge, so both were posted to the Machine-Gun 
Section of the 16th Battalion. Both were later shown to 

be leaders who cared for their men, and who would be 

followed willingly and without question. 

Both served with the 13th Battalion, during the 

abortive Dardanelles Campaign of 1915, where both 
were promoted lance-corporal and later to sergeant. 

Both were awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal, 

for their exceptional bravery and devotion to duty. 

Percy Black went on to reach the rank of major, 

and to be awarded the Distinguished Service Order and 
the French Croix de Guerre before his death in action at 

Bullecourt in April 1917. 

Harry Murray, although saddened by the death of 

his close friend, became the most highly decorated 

Australian soldier of World War1.  He was commissioned 
as 2nd Lieutenant in the field during the Gallipoli 

campaign, by his Brigadier, John Monash, then 
commanding 4th Brigade, of which the 13th Battalion 

was part. 

Murray was, during his subsequent service in 
France, awarded the Victoria Cross, the Distinguished 

Service Order and bar, and the Croix de Guerre, and had 
the unusual experience of receiving all three 

decorations, from King George V, at the one 
presentation ceremony in Hyde Park, London.  He was 

also raised to Companion of the Order of St Michael and 

St George, and was twice Mentioned in Despatches, 
besides being wounded at least four times. He rose to 

the rank of lieutenant-colonel, as Commanding Officer of 
the 4th Machine Gun Battalion, a unit which performed 

exceptionally well in many battles in France between 

1916 and 1918. 

He also served as Brigade Machine Gun Officer 

and assisted in the training of American troops in the 
tactical use of machine guns when a US division came 

under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir John 

Monash late in the war. 

Both Murray and Black were brilliant and brave 

leaders, with an excellent knowledge of the tactical 
deployment and use of machine-guns, both in attack 

and in defence. They both contributed to several 
Australian victories and were instrumental in preventing 

some defeats.  

There is little doubt that if Percy Black had lived 
longer, he may have had as brilliant a career as did his 

close comrade and friend, Harry Murray.  Both have 

earned a place on the Roll of “Bravest of the Brave”. 

The author, Jeff Hatwell, has done an exceptional 

job researching the lives of these two valiant men, and 
presenting their lives to us in a very readable book. This 

is an excellent bibliography, and the maps give a clear 
picture of the many engagements in which Murray, 

Black and their many comrades participated and almost 

always made a significant contribution. 
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Military Ethics and Leadership 
 

Peter H. J. Olsthoorn (Ed) 
Leiden, Netherlands: Brill Publishing, 2017 

Hardback     308pp     RRP $286.90 

 
Reviewer: Robert Dixon, March 2021 

 
This book contains twelve chapters based on 

papers presented at a conference of The International 
Society for Military Ethics in Europe held in 2015 
together with an introduction by the editor. Most of the 

authors are academics and many of the chapters will not 
be particularly interesting to someone who is not an 

academic specialising in 
teaching and researching 

military ethics. Having said 

that there are four chapters 
which will be of interest to 

serving personnel and indeed 
anyone with an interest in 

developing an ethical 

military.  
Three of these 

chapters focus on the 
methods by which ethical 

behaviour might be taught. 

These chapters are titled 
‘Armouring Against Atrocity: 

Developing Ethical Strength in Small Military Units’; 
‘Ethical Leadership in the Military: The gap ‘Between 

Theory and Practice in Ethics Education’ and ‘ABCA 
(Australia, Britain, Canada and America) Coalition 

Operations in Afghanistan, Iraq and Beyond: Two 

Decades of Military Ethics Challenges and Leadership 
Responses’. All three chapters are founded in insights 

from social psychology and present case studies, mostly 
involving soldiers from the USA, the UK, Canada and the 

Netherlands. They emphasize the importance of formal 

training in ethical behaviour for all ranks - and especially 
junior NCOs - and give practical examples of methods by 

which training in ethical behaviour may be conducted 
with a focus on formal training which simulates different 

and stressful situations which might arise.  
A fourth chapter of interest is titled ‘Special 

Operations Forces and Ethics: A Preliminary Assessment 

of the Leadership Challenge’. In this chapter the 
(Australian) author argues that it is in the nature of 

special operations that the soldiers involved will be more 
likely to be faced with ethical dilemmas and, along with 

the authors of other chapters, stresses the importance 

of practising situations that give rise to ethical dilemmas 
in advance of entering the battlefield. (There is no 

discussion of recent allegations against members of the 
SASR as the chapter was written and published well 

before these allegations surfaced.) 

According to the Editor’s Introduction, this book is 
an important contribution to the literature because it 

argues that leadership and ethics should be treated as a 
single domain.  Given this, I find it odd that nowhere in 

this work is there any mention of the US Army Field 
Manual 3.24 Counterinsurgency. (A pdf copy of this 

work which fundamentally changed US Army and 

Marines COIN doctrine may be found at  

https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=468442.) First issued 

in 2006 under the auspices of Lt Generals Petraeus and 
Amos this work emphasised the importance of ethical 

leadership by all ranks. Indeed Chapter 7 of the manual 
is titled ‘Leadership and Ethics for Counterinsurgency’ – 

the Australian reader will readily see the influence of 

David Kilcullen in this chapter – and stresses the 
absolute necessity of ethical behaviour on the part of all 

soldiers involved in COIN operations, not least because 
ethical behaviour is necessary for counterinsurgency 

missions to succeed.  

Each chapter has a large number of footnotes 
which contain references and there is a short Index 

which is not very helpful (For example: if the reader 
wanted to look up pages which refer to Australian 

forces, the Index would be of no assistance 
whatsoever).  

___________________________________________ 

 

Law, Politics and Intelligence  
A Life of Robert Hope 

Peter Edwards 
New South Books, 2020 

Hardback   416pp     RRP $49.99 
 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, May 2021 
 

In Australia’s current 

environment, good intelligence is 
paramount. Among the key 

elements of quality national 
intelligence capacity are well-

structured organisations with clear 

responsibilities and, above all, 
active and continuous cooperation 

between them. There is little doubt 
that a single person had more to do to ensure the 

efficiency of Australian intelligence than anyone else. He 

was an outsider to the intelligence community, yet as an 
incisive Supreme Court judge brought a singular 

brilliance to the analysis of our intelligence structure 
through a series of Royal Commissions. His reports, still 

not fully released to the public shaped, guided and 

inspired that community. 

Justice Hope (1919-1999) had a career in the 

law which spanned and mastered many key issues. 
Though first a ‘black-letter’ lawyer, he developed a 

determination to seek for justice. He possessed many 
talents, and though not reaching his aspiration to be 

appointed to the High Court, performed tasks of national 

importance far outreaching his appointment to the NSW 

Supreme Court. 

Dr Peter Edwards is a renowned scholar whose 
reputation rests on many historical publications, 

particularly the Official Histories of Australia’s 
Involvement in Southeast Asian Conflicts 1948-1975. He 

is a writer of singular clarity. This is a very important 

book: its intelligence lessons alone have singular 
resonance to Australia’s present circumstances.  
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Secret & Special 

 

The untold story of Z Special Unit in the Second World 

War 
 

Will Davies 
Melbourne: Vintage (Penguin Random House), 2021 

Paperback   400pp    RRP $34.99 

 
Reviewer: Rob Ellis March 2021 

 
It is relatively easy to write the history of a 

wartime battle or a major campaign which has taken 

place in the past two hundred years, because there is 
usually a vast amount of 

archived material, and, 
from more recent times, 

records of interviews 
with participants, to call 

upon. Doctor Davies has 

taken on a much more 
difficult task - the 

history of the Services 
Reconnaissance 

Department [or SRD], a 

part of Z Special Unit of 
the Australian Defence 

Forces, sometimes 
referred to as the 

Fourth Fighting Service. 

The SRD was 
established to provide a highly skilled intelligence-

gathering unit, which could also carry out attacks on 
Japanese forces on the islands to the north of Australia 

between 1942 and 1945. It was modelled on the British 
Office of Special Services [OSS] which carried out 

irregular operations against Nazi Germany and was 

known to the more orthodox Armed Forces as ‘The 

Bureau of Ungentlemanly Warfare’. 

When World War 2 started, the Australian 
Defence Forces had been suffering from years of 

austerity, neglect and divergence. The greater part of 

Australia’s wartime volunteer forces was serving in the 
Libyan Desert, the Mediterranean Sea, and over Britain 

and Eastern Europe under RAF Command. 

General Blamey, then commanding the AIF, 

proposed the formation of a unit, similar to the OSS, to 
back up the existing RAN Coast Watch Organisation - 

the ‘Coast Watchers’. The Government agreed, and the 

unit was established under the direction of an officer 
seconded from the OSS, at a variety of locations in the 3 

eastern States. Funding was obtained from Australian, 
American and Netherlands sources.  Direction and 

command were shared by the Far Eastern Liaison Office 

[FDELO], the American Philippines Regional Section and 
the Dutch Netherlands East Indies Armed Forces. With 

this came some confusion as to which body had control 

over the unit’s operations.   

General Blamey ensured that Australia, who 
provided most of the personnel, also had control and 

leadership. As the USA was providing a large part of the 

budget, and some backup facilities, there was an 

attempt by the Commander-in-Chief South West Pacific 

Area, General Douglas MacArthur US Army, who tried to 

have all operations finally under his authority, via his 
Intelligence chief, Brig Gen Willoughby. These issues 

were sorted out, and the parent unit, Z Experimental 
Station [ZES] commenced recruiting and training SRD’s 

operatives - eventually 205 officers and 996 other ranks 

who served. 

There followed three major operations: ‘Jaywick’, 

a raid on Japanese supply ships in Singapore Harbour 
was successful. ‘Rinian’ and ‘Copper’, raids of a similar 

scale and intent, were not, and casualties in these were 

heavy 

The SRD operated across the arc of Timor, North 

Borneo, Java, Sarawak the Celebes and Molucca Islands, 
and Malaya, usually in small groups of from four to 20 

operatives, with the help of expatriate residents - 
planters, merchants, police, administration and 

Government Patrol officers [who had not been interned 

or executed by the Japanese], by some Portuguese and 

Dutch troops who had evaded capture. 

Many indigenous people fed the operatives, 
guided them through the jungles, and gathered 

information, which was then passed back to Allied 

Headquarters via the radio transmitters the SRD 

operatives had brought in with them. 

Several SRD operatives were inserted into Timor 
both during and after the operations by ‘Sparrow Force’, 

2/40th Battalion and 2/2nd Independent Company. 
Many of these men were evacuated, killed or captured.  

Most of 2/2nd Independent Company’s survivors took to 

the hills and, later reinforced by 2/4th Independent 
Company, carried on a guerrilla war, tying down, 

initially, about 15,000 Japanese troops, a force which 
grew to more than 30,000 - troops the Japanese needed 

elsewhere. 

Over twelve months, these commandoes killed an 
estimated 1,500 Japanese, for the loss of only 40 from 

their units. All were facing almost certain death if the 
operation failed, and many did give their lives, often at 

the hands of the Kempaitai, the Japanese Military Police. 

Carrying out the painstaking research for this 
book must have been difficult, because much of the 

data was categorised MOST SECRET until some 30 or 
more years after World War 2 ended and was 

unavailable to researchers. 

Despite this handicap, Dr Davies has produced an 

interesting and informative book. It gives a clear picture 

of some previously barely-known operations by a 
relatively small force of Australian and Allied servicemen, 

aided by a large number of indigenous peoples.  All of 
them were working with often-inadequate equipment, 

rations and clothing and medical care, in extremely 

difficult terrain. 

Two minor criticisms - there is not a glossary of 

the numerous acronyms that have been used, as in all 
military histories, and the maps do not always show the 

location of many places mentioned in the text. 
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A Secret Australia 
Revealed by the WikiLeaks exposés 

 
Felicity Ruby and Peter Cronau (Eds) 

Clayton, Melbourne: Monash University Publishing, 2020 

Paperback  255pp   RRP $29.95 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, February 2021 
 

The reader is introduced to this work with a pithy 

Foreward by Phillip Adams and an excellent summary in 
an Introduction penned by the co-editors. Then follow 

sixteen chapters from a former public servant, lawyers, 
academics, writers and 

journalists – each dealing 
with a different aspect 

such as human rights, 

freedom of speech, 
‘security’ in today’s 

society, whistle-blowers, 
the public and the 

clandestine faces of 

politics, ‘in bed’ with the 
USA, the origins of 

WikiLeaks to name a few. 

Julian Assange’s 

‘hanging out to dry’ 

through his total 
abandonment by the 

government of his country is examined in detail, with a 
several examples of the lengths that same government 

has gone to in supporting other Australian expats who 
have faced extreme difficulties whilst overseas. The 

difference is that Assange’s released stories have played 

a monumental part in painting the decisions and action 

of our various governments in a very poor light. 

The drawn-out saga and public protests over Pine 
Gap and US leases, the threatened reveal of a CIA 

operative in Parliament on that day on Thursday 11th 

November 1975, behind-the-scenes on Australia 
selecting the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, and the US 

torture of prisoners in Guantanamo Bay are all subjects 
that have been kept from public scrutiny at every turn. 

The trial relating to the reporting of the ‘bugging’ of the 
Timor-Leste Cabinent is one episode to still be played 

out.  

Political investigative reporters are now 
confronted with unknown ramifications in the future. 

That is really the only ‘crime’ Julian Assange has 
committed – there is no evidence anyone has come to 

harm from the information he has published from his 

sources, or that he has solicited any party to seek 

information on his behalf. 

The final two chapters are devoted to personal 

interviews with Assange and his hopes for the future. 

Irrespective of how anyone regards Julian 

Assange, the material presented in A Secret Australia 
deserves sincere and robust consideration which may or 

may not change that opinion. Surely any man is entitled 

to that after the treatment he has endured. 

  

Godley 

The man behind the myth 
 

Terry Kinloch 

Dunedin, NZ: Exisle Publishing, 2018 

Hardback   328pp   RRP $59.99 
 

Reviewer: Mike O’Brien, April 2021 
 

General Godley has not featured greatly in the 
pantheon of First World War generals, particularly in 

Australia – but he should. As a British Army officer, he 

had the responsibility to shape New Zealand’s pre-war 
army. He commanded the New Zealand Expeditionary 

Force (NZEF) 
and led it to 

Gallipoli where 

he successively 
led the New 

Zealand and 
Australian 

Division and 
latterly the 

Anzac Corps. 

On the Western 
Front he 

commanded II 

Anzac Corps 

Tall, 

austere, and 
aloof, Godley, it 

is fair to say, 
was an unloved 

commander. In 

the First World 
War he always 

had the dual responsibility of commanding the NZEF and 
his formation – and that extended to up to twelve 

divisions in his corps. His formations performed 
unevenly. His division in Gallipoli suffered badly in the 

August 1915 offensive including the actions at Chunuk 

Bair and the Nek and some at least of the blame rested 
on their commander. As a corps commander at the 

Western Front he led his soldiers at Messines and 

Passchendaele and in the actions at war’s end. 

Godley was an unpopular leader who found it 

either difficult or unnecessary to relate to the ordinary 
soldiers under his command. He can be held responsible 

for battle failures on Gallipoli or in the Western Front in 

1917 but he was much more successful in 1918.  

Kinloch’s biography is balanced and clear. He 
follows Godley’s career step-by-step delving into 

personality and achievements. It is a great contrast to 

Godley’s more content-free autobiography (Life of an 
Irish Soldier: Reminiscences of General Sir Alexander 
Godley). Australian and New Zealand readers of military 

history will welcome this well-thought-out biography.  
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Fremantle’s Submarines 

How Allied Submariners and Western Australians Helped 

to 

Win the War in the Pacific 

 

Michael Sturma 
Annapolis, Maryland USA: Naval Institute Press 2015 

Hardcover  248pp  RRP A$62.25 

 
Reviewer: Kevan Sanderson, April 2021 

 
The submarine base at Fremantle, chosen for its 

harbour and inaccessibility to Japanese bombing, became a 
vital part of the Allied offensive against Japan during the 
Second World War. The importance of Western Australia as a 
forward operating base and the value of Perth and its environs 
for rest and recreation is unquestioned.  

Fremantle’s Submarines by 
Michael Sturma covers the 
development of Fremantle as the 
pre-eminent submarine base in the 
South Pacific. The Fremantle 
submarine base started as a refuge 
for the United States submarine 
force, forced to retreat from the 
Philippines Cavite Bay stronghold 
and along with other Allied naval 
units were quickly driven out of the 
Dutch East Indies. Sturma’s book 
describes the three-year period from 
early 1942 to early 1945 when the 

focus shifted back to the Philippines. 

Sturma presents a narrative of oral histories from 
submariners and residents and intermingles details of selected 
submarine operations with stories of life ashore for Allied 
submariners on leave and the Australians they meet. The 
author strives for a lighter approach than a typical military 
history blending naval history with stories of life in the 
Australian frontline. The mingling of submarine mission stories 
with those detailing relationships between, mostly, United 
States’ submariners and their Aussie hosts almost seems to 
trivialise the submarine operations. It is a juxtaposition this 
reader found difficult to reconcile and was subsequently hard 
to read. 

Although the book’s chapters are organised 
chronologically, they lack consistency and the stories 
themselves appear as a random collection often lacking 
context. Furthermore, there is considerable information which 

can best be described as administrative and/or bureaucratic 
details. Many events described are of minor importance and 
are often, frankly, uninteresting. 

Much of the book appears to be interpretation from 
sources almost certainly subject to mistaken memories and the 
author’s acceptance of claims which may be difficult to verify. 
The book overlooks a broader contribution by Australian 
defence forces in the area, for example, RAAF anti-submarine 
operations and there are some obviously incorrect facts 
presented. Together with merely superficial analysis of major 
events the result is a poor history. 

Fremantle’s Submarines seems to be clearly aimed at a 
US readership of interest primarily, if not exclusively, to 
descendants of those who served in the US boats. Sturma’s 
attempt to intertwine social and military histories succeeds at 

neither.  

 

 

Dark Secrets 
The True Story of Murder in HMAS Australia 

 
Robert Hadler 

Melbourne: Wilkinson Publishing, 2020 

Paperback   320pp   RRP $29.99 
 

Reviewer: Kevan Sanderson, April 2021 
 

With a Japanese invasion looming, HMAS Australia 

was leading the ANZAC Squadron on patrol in the Coral 
Sea on March 12th, 1942. Early that evening a young 

stoker, Jack Riley, was brutally murdered, stabbed to 
death, on deck within sight 

and sound of several 
crewmen of the 

approximately 800 strong 

complement of the RAN 

flagship. 

Dark Secrets by 
Robert Hadler is sub-titled 

'The True Story of Murder 

in HMAS Australia’ and the 
blurb misleadingly presents 

this book as a torrid story 
of murder arising from illicit 

homosexual activity aboard 

the RAN’s flagship. Dark 
Secrets is really the story of 

untangling the morass of judicial and political 
bureaucracy revealed by this crime, and subsequent 

attempts to overturn or minimize the sentences of the 
convicted murderers. Riley’s murder and immediate 

aftermath occupies only six pages of over 200, excluding 

references and footnotes. Even the court martial, 
conducted in the difficult circumstances of wartime 

operations at sea and the subsequent source of 
considerable controversy, only warrants a mere twenty 

pages of description. Hadler devotes almost all the 

remaining pages to the legal and bureaucratic 
machinations that followed, for eight and a half years, 

until the eventual release from prison of the murderers. 

The context of this crime was unusual; HMAS 

Australia was at sea during wartime, with Australia’s 
military subordinated to other sovereignties. Two 

stokers were convicted under British military law so the 

matter of commuting their sentences was out of 
Australian hands until an appeal for clemency was made 

to King George VI, who downgraded the sentence to life 
imprisonment. The men’s sentences were reduced 

several times, and they were freed in September 1950. 

During the ensuing years friends, family and supporters 
of the victim and the defendants petitioned government 

departments for information or sentence mitigation. 
These actions exposed a bureaucratic Gordian knot of 

jurisdictional confusion and legal inconsistencies, the 

untangling of which was hindered by turf wars between 
Commonwealth departments government priorities 

fluctuating between military strategy and social justice. 

 

                                         Continued next page 
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Dark Secrets  continued 

Hadler provides a well-researched and detailed 

chronology showing the use and abuse of power by 
political and military leaders and bureaucrats which 

caused emotional stress to the murderers, their 
followers and even the prosecutors. In the Author’s Note 

he lets the key characters tell their story through their 

own words accomplishing this by interspersing quotes or 
excerpts from documents between chronological facts 

and events. It is an effective means of depicting events 

and key characters’ roles in those events. 

 

Dark Secrets raises many questions regarding the 
process of convicting the perpetrators but at no point 

does Hadler suggest they were not guilty, and it reports 
the final judicial enquiry conclusion that there was no 

miscarriage of justice. Hadler refers to unprecedented 
legal and political events but does little to emphasize the 

effects, and he has little to say about the consequences 

of this case. The book suffers by failing to explore the 
issues, motivations and philosophical positions of key 

characters and adds little to the readers’ understanding. 

Sadly, even though Hadler writes in his 

Introduction, ‘[Jack Riley] was a faceless victim lost to 

the pages of history’, this book adds little to remedy the 
situation providing scant justice to the victim and his 

rights. The major criticism of Dark Secrets is that Hadler 
essentially minimizes, almost trivializes, the tragedy that 

is Jack Riley’s murder, whilst emphasizing the 
bureaucratic chaos to which it led and the rights of the 

convicted murderers. 

I found the author’s choice of Endnotes rather 
than Footnotes to be tiresome, but this is a matter of 

personal preference and there is no doubting the wealth 
of information they provide. In addition to extensive 

endnotes  Dark Secrets includes an index and a very 

impressive bibliography. There are also many high 
quality, well annotated photographs of interesting 

characters in this saga. 

For those interested in military history or socio-

political and judicial history of Australia, overall, this is a 

worthwhile and easy read. 

______________________________________________ 

 

The Lost Boys 

The untold stories of the under-age soldiers who fought 
in the First World War 

 

Paul Byrnes 
South Melbourne: Affirm Press, 2019 

Paperback  368pp   RRP $45.00 
 

Reviewer: Neville Taylor, April 2021 

 
The cover shows a youth who enlisted as an eighteen-

year-old when he was actually only sixteen years and four 
months old. He enlisted to be with his older brothers, but he 
survived less than one month after arriving in the Somme in 
1917. 

Paul Byrnes has selected a sample from the thousands 
of under-age Anzac enlistees who served in the First World 
War. Their stories have been told by campaigns in 

chronological order, and, where possible, their surviving 
relatives have been interviewed. Byrnes has not sought to 
condemn these young men or their parents but has looked at 
the reasons why they went and why their parents were 
prepared to let them go. Some fathers did enlist, went 
overseas, and exposed their under-age child. A considerable 
number were returned to Australia after detection. 

 

The motives 
that drove these 
young men ranged 
from pure patriotism, 
a need to prove 
themselves ‘as men’ 
(remembering the 
term ‘teenager’ did 
not exist at the time 
and childhood ended 
after a twelfth 
birthday), a desire to 
serve with their father 
or brother(s), a need 
to financially provide 
for their family’s 

survival, escaping family shackles or simply seeking adventure. 
At the time there was a cadet scheme for young men between 
twelve and eighteen years of age, and some were eager to 
test themselves ‘under fire’. A provision was made for ‘boy 
buglers’ to be recruited, and fourteen-year-old legally enlisted 
in the Navy. Behind all this is the fact that no under-age 
person was ever forced to enlist. One eleven-year-old boy did 
smuggle himself as far as Egypt and one sixteen-year-old girl 
twice posed as a soldier but was detected before leaving 
Australia. 

Most Australians at the time were not in possession of a 
Birth Certificate, and recruiting staff were also not able to 
check the authenticity of parents’ signatures. Some enlistees 
‘blackmailed’ their parent(s) into signing their permission by 
threatening to enlist under another name – this would mean 
the family would never know their fate or be able to contact 
them. If refused enlistment at one recruiting office, better luck 
was often to be had at another (even interstate). 

The fate of these young soldiers did not differ from 
their older counterparts. Whilst many were lost, others 
survived to return and make a life for themselves, some were 
severely wounded, and others were ‘shell-shocked’ (PTSD in 
today’s language) and struggled to have any real quality of 

life. There were numerous who distinguished themselves in 
battle – Australia’s first Victoria Cross (VC) was won in 1916 by 
a seventeen-year-old William Jackson who had served for a 
year in the 17th Battalion that acknowledged having sixteen 
boys ‘of average age 16’ taken on as buglers. His initial award 
was the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) that was 
controversially upgraded to VC so a nation could have a hero. 
Losing his right arm in the action, he was repatriated back to 
Australia where he could not handle the feting and being used 
as a recruiting motivator.  

Families in the early 1900s were keen on studio 
portraits, and these grace this excellently presented text. 
Coupled with these are the backgrounds of the subjects which 
provide a revealing insight into family life at the time. Three 
simple maps follow the Contents, thus allowing the reader to 

easily locate where these young men served. A very 
worthwhile treatise on a largely unheralded aspect of World 
War I. 
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1000 Days on the River Kwai 
 

The secret diary of a British Camp Commandant 
 

Colonel Cary Owtram, OBE  

Pen & Sword Military 2017 
Hardback   151pp   RRP $38.77 

 
Reviewer:  Neville Taylor, April 2021 

 
Written soon after the end of the Second World War, 

the manuscript remained unpublished, and with Owtram’s 
diaries, reposed in the Imperial War Museum until resurrected 
by his two daughters. They have added a brief postscript 

pertaining to the effects of his 
incarceration on the family and 
converted some original 
terminology to currently 

‘politically correct’ language. 

Major Owtram sailed 
from Liverpool in September 
1941 as Second in Command of 
the 137th Field Regiment 
(Artillery), arriving in Singapore 
in late November. By mid-
December the Regiment was in 
action trying to delay the 
Japanese advance down the 
Malay Peninsula. The surrender 
of Singapore came on 15th 

February 1942 and initial internment for the British gunners 
was in Changi Prison. 

Following several months in Singapore making 

themselves more comfortable, 3000 men travelled the 1300 
miles by rail over five days through Malaya to Ban Pong in 
Thailand in late June. The ‘wonderful camps’ were virtually 
bereft of facilities and a nightmare when it came to caring for 
those ill or injured. Approximately 1800 prisoners were held in 
two acres. The camps were the bases that would supply 
prisoner labour for the construction of roads, then for the 
Burma/Siam railway. 

The ingenuity of the prisoners was virtually boundless 
as they struggled and scrounged for food and medicine to 
maintain their morale and improve their chances of survival. 
Every effort was made to preserve dignity with religious 
services held regularly, and camp entertainment events 
eagerly anticipated. In May 1943 the first mail arrived from 
Britain, and in June Owtram was appointed Camp 

Commandant. October saw a 50 km move to Chungkai Camp– 
a mere clearing in the jungle expected to hold 6000 men. On 
Remembrance Day both the Japanese colonel and Owtram 
were each wearing the World War 1 Victory Medal! 

Boon Pong, a local Thai merchant, facilitated 
agreement with local merchants and personally loaned vital 
cash on understanding of repayment after the war. This meant 
vital medicines were able to be purchased. The Camp ran its 
own very profitable canteen. A clandestine radio (codenamed 
‘canary’) provided a much-needed boost to morale, and its 
concealment and the procurement of batteries for its operation 
were quite ingenious. In 1944 Australia’s own Colonel E E 
‘Weary’ Dunlop arrived to command the hospital for most of 
the year. 

It was in a large glass bottle buried in a grave in the 
camp cemetery that Owtram hid his writings. As liberation 

arrived, he was able to recover them before sailing back to 
Britain. His writing is far more readable in narrative form 
rather than a series of weekly entries, The chapters are short 
and concentrate on a single aspect of camp life. Several direct 

quotes have been included from his diary which was written in 
the form of letters to his wife. 

A collection of photographs cover pre-war, internment 

and post-war periods. This outstanding soldier and 
humanitarian, despite experiencing several severe illnesses as 
a prisoner, lived to the grand age of 93. 

______________________________________________ 

 
On Our Doorstep 

When Australia faced the threat of invasion by the 
Japanese 

 
Craig Collie 

Gosford, NSW: Allen & Unwin 2021 

Paperback   416pp    
RRP $32.99 

 
Reviewer: Rob Ellis, 

March 2021 
 

It is not easy to 
write a 350-page account 
of an event did not occur. 
Yet this is what Dr Collie 
has quite successfully 
done in this very readable 
book. 

In the past, 
Australia has feared 
invasion by the French, 
Tsarist Russians and 
Chinese, and even by 
hordes of American gold-

miners.  However, it was only in 1920 that a review of 
Australia’s defences, by Admiral Viscount Jellicoe, that there 
was any appreciation of the likelihood of a war-like incursion 
by the troops of Imperial Japan, which a few years earlier, had 
been Britain’s ally in World War 1. 

Admiral Jellicoe’s advice to the Australian Federal 
Government was that the country would have the protection of 
the Royal Navy’s Far Eastern Fleet, based on the soon-to-be-
built and impregnable naval base of Singapore. Australia’s role 
would be to provide troops and aircraft to defend this base 
from an unlikely attack southward along the Malay Peninsula. 

However, the finance to expand and modernise 
Australia’s defensive capacity was not available, due to 
restrictions resulting from the Great Depression of 1929, and 
which did not ease until 1938/39.  Dr Collie describes the 
lethargic efforts of the Australian Government to modernise 
and expand its armed forces, despite the growing realisation 
that war was likely in Europe and probable in the Asia-Pacific 
Basin. Australians believed that, in the event of war with 
Japan, there would be the protective shield of the Royal Navy.  
Australia’s ‘Front Line’ would be in Malaya, defending the 
landward face of the great Singapore Naval Base.  There 
would be a second line of defence in Papua New Guinea, and a 
stop-lie along the northern coast of Australia - roughly from 
Cairns to Broome and centred on the ‘frontier town’ of Darwin, 
that could be supplied only by sea rom the industrial south-
east, or by trucks along a dirt road from a railhead a thousand 
miles south. 

Garrisoned by one Brigade of the AIF and a few anti-
aircraft guns, Darwin relied for air cover on thirteen lightly-

armed ‘Wirraway’ training aircraft, eighteen ‘Hudson’ 
reconnaissance bombers and a few Catalina patrol flying-
boats. The newly-arrived US Air Force squadron of P-40 
Kittyhawks were mostly caught on the ground and destroyed 
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in the first Japanese air raid. There is a good account of the 
disorder in Darwin during and after the first few raids, and of 
the evacuation of many non-military personnel.  There were 

difficulties resulting from the conflicting directives from many 
uncoordinated civil and military authorities, few of whom come 
out, in this account, covered with credit.  

On the mainland, Australia was reliant on a few 
primitive radar sets, a handful of reconnaissance aircraft, for 
early warnings of any Japanese movements towards Australia.  
In Chapter 8, ‘Watchers of the North’ the author gives 
excellent coverage to those who were among the ‘bravest of 
the brave’, the Coast Watchers who provided early warning of 
enemy air and sea movements in the arc from Broome to 
Rabaul and down to the Solomon Islands.  He also gives a 
detailed cover of the work of the volunteer Surveillance Patrols 
of the mostly-aboriginal Northern Territory Special 
Reconnaissance Units and the North Australia Observer Unit. 

The Prime Minister, John Curtin, does receive full credit 
for his handling of the multitude of problems he faced in 1942 
and 1943. Not least of these were the failure of the Royal 
Navy’s Far East Fleet to materialise - the two ships that did 
arrive were sunk by the Japanese Air Services on the 
December 1941. The Battle of the Java Sea, early in 1942, 
deprived Australia of much of its naval protection, as most of 
the RAN’s ships were operating under Royal Navy Command in 
the Mediterranean.  Curtin’s plea to Winston Churchill for the 
release and return of two of the three Australian divisions 
serving in the Middle East was only just successful and agreed 
to with little grace by the British Prime Minister. A request for 
the transfer of RAAF aircrew, with fighter aircraft, was refused 
until much later in the war. 

Dr Collie explains these problems as justifying Curtin’s 
decision to turn to the United States for men, equipment and 
supplies. The Prime Minister was successful - the American 
President included in the generous package one of the 
greatest of American generals - Douglas MacArthur, as well as 
far more materiel support than would ever have been supplied 
from Britain. [It is clear in the text that, if Australia had made 
a better attempt to achieve some measure of defence self-
sufficiency in the period 1935-1939, these problems would 
have been less of an issue in 1942-1943]. 

The only actual attack, other than air raids on Darwin 
and other towns, was the incursion by three Japanese midget 
submarines on Sydney Harbour in May 1942.  The description 
of this action shows the poor state of on-land communications 
around Australia’s major port and naval base, and the lack of 
competence at many levels of management and control in 
both civil and military organisations. 

Also, the author gives a clear description of the semi-
fictional ‘Brisbane Line Strategy’ attributed, perhaps wrongly, 
to General MacArthur, but never seriously intended to be the 
response to any invasion had there been one.  

 The ‘invasion’ that did occur was not by the Japanese. 
It was the 250,000-plus American servicemen who were at 
some stage based in Australia*, and who contributed so much 
to finally turning back the ‘invincible’ Japanese forces moving 
south, and who had been first turned back by Australian 
troops at Milne Bay and Kokoda, and by US and Australian 
seamen in the Coral Sea and off Midway Island. 

 

* One American, recovering from dengue fever caught on 
Gaudalcanal Island, recuperated as a guest in our family home 
for about ten weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Wars without End 

New Zealand's Land Wars - A Māori Perspective 
 
Danny Keenan 

New Zealand: Penguin NZ, 2021 

Paperback   304pp    RRP $34.99 
 

Reviewer: Robert Ellis, April 2021 
 

This book is sub-titled ‘NGA PAKANGA WHENHUA O 
MUA’ or ‘New Zealand’s Land Wars’. It deals with two broad 
topics: a discussion of the system of land tenure among the 
Māori in the 800 or more years between the first Māori 
reaching New Zealand and the arrival of the first Pakeha [the 
white, mostly British, settlers in the period after 1810] when 

the first Christian missionaries, 
and some very un-Christian 
whalers arrived. Some settled 
around Kororareka [or 
‘Russell, as it is now known] in 
the far north of the North 
Island, where the majority of 
the Māori had settled. It then 
goes to explain the wars 
between Māori and the 
Pakeha settlers, where the 
focus was on the either 
holding the land or taking it 
from the Māori. 

Once permanent 
settlers arrived, there were 
difficulties for both sides.  
Māori culture was very 

different from that of the British settlers, in many ways. As the 
newcomers were migrants seeking land upon which to settle, 
they were confronted by Māori who had land rights and other 
customs that were quite foreign to them. Outright freehold 
ownership of land was an alien concept to Māori, and the 
relevant land right clauses of the Treaty of Waitangi, signed in 
1840, were the base upon which future land purchases from 
Māori to Pakeha were built. Especially, there was confusion 
over the meaning of the various land deals done between 
settlers and Māori, which led, later, to dissent and conflict. 
Frequently, Māori and Pakeha had different understanding of 
what was being given or received in each land deal. 

Māori customs had evolved in a nation which was 
composed of independent tribal groups, and had no written 
language, [although all Māori spoke much the same 
language]. The situation was complicated, particularly early 

on, because few Pakeha spoke Māori, and fewer Māori spoke 
English. 

Danny Kennan explains the Māori concepts well, but it 
was plain that both sides were going into land sales 
negotiations without fully understanding what the other side 
thought they were giving or getting. Also, while the Māori 
usually dealt in good faith, according to their laws and 
customs, it seems that some Pakeha did not always carry out 
land deals fairly and honestly. 

Given that the Māori were a war-like people, there was 
bound to be conflict. Once Māori warriors acquired muskets, 
from whalers and other adventurers visiting their shores, and  
later from settlers,  inter-tribal wars became frequent and at 
times bloody.  Māori fought for land - for right to occupy and 
use, often driving the tribe occupying that land from it.   

 

                                                Continued next page 
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Wars without End  continued 

The dispossessed tribes could, on return, claim 
restitution of their rights over land from which they had been 

dispossessed, and under Māori custom, could have these 
rights restored, in whole or in part.  The Māori also fought for 
slaves, as many defeated tribes discovered when their young 
men and women were enslaved by a more powerful tribe, as 
was often the result of a tribal war.  Their inter-tribal wars 
were usually short and bloody, especially after muskets 
became widely available.   

In 1833, King William IV appointed an Official Resident, 
James Busby, who was appointed as Protector of the native 
population under the Declaration of Independence of 1835.  In 
that same year, the New Zealand Company was formed to 
encourage migration by free settlers, with William Wakefield as 
its Principal Agent. The main objective of the Company was to 
extinguish native land title and enable the white settlers to 
expand their ownership of fertile, arable land. The Governors 
and the civil servants reporting to them had similar goals, 
although some tried to deal fairly with Māori who held 
customary tribal or kinship group rights over the land. The 
settlers did not always succeed in this. 

 Busby was weak and favoured the settlers. Wakefield 
tried to treat Māori fairly, when it came to land purchases by 
the New Zealand Company and by settlers but was unable to 
get the majority of the settlers, and his Company’s Board, to 
follow his lead.  Later Governors - Fitzroy, Grey and Gore 
Browne, tended to also favour the settlers, some more than 
others.   

Government officials and NZ Company agents used the 
armed forces of the small British garrison, often supported by 
volunteer armed settlers, to suppress Māori dissidents, and 
ensure settlers received advantageous outcomes from some 
land sales agreements that were often unfair to Māori. 

Almost all the conflict took place on the North Island, 
as the Māori population on the South Island was relatively 
smaller than on the North Island. At Wairau, near modern-day 
Nelson, in 1843, 22 settlers were killed by Māori warriors, who 
lost only two killed, although this ‘massacre’ created 
uncertainty among Pakeha settlers. This attack went 
unpunished, as Governor Fitzroy, who had no troops to send 
against the Māori warriors responsible, vacillated - tensions 
increased, and settler attitudes hardened towards Māori.  

Frequently, conflict occurred. The wars about which 
land ownership and usage were the central issues were often 
minor skirmishes - perhaps five to 20 Māori facing a similar 
number of Pakeha settlers and soldiers.  Only occasionally did 
the opposing sides number more than 100 men each. In 1864, 
the largest encounter, involved a ‘strike force’ of 3,000 
soldiers, led by Lt Gen Sir Duncan Alexander Cameron, with a 
further 4,000  troops and seamen manning his supply line, and 
protecting settlements in the area.   

The British garrison troops were withdrawn in 1868, 
and replaced by the Colonial Armed Constabulary, raised in 
1867 and recruiting kupapa [loyal] Māori who made up about 
20% of its strength. Although there were mishaps dearly, this 
force succeeded in keeping down any serious conflict between 
Māori and settlers. These many small, and a few large, 
conflicts are covered well in the book, with sufficient detail to 
make the situation clearly understandable 

Under the New Zealand Settlements Act 1863, the 
Government allowed the confiscation of Māori land, and the 
Suppression of Rebellion Act 1863 enabled the suspension of 
habeus corpus.  These actions were disingenuously described 
as being for the benefit of Māori, giving “better effect to the 

Treaty of Waitangi” but were really to benefit settlers.  The 
guarantees of continuing tribal land ownership for Māori were 
deemed to protect Māori land rights conferred under the 

Treaty, but this meant ownership under of land ‘according to 
British law’ - under individual titles, not the communal 
ownership which was Māori custom and law. Confiscation of 

land continued. Some compensation could be granted for 
lands taken in error, but this led to ongoing legal actions, 
claims for compensation, and many instances of a loss of trust, 
by Māori, in the national Government, especially among those 
Māori who had suffered injustice under the various Settlement 
Acts - and they were many. There were many claims that land 
had been returned to ‘loyalist’ groups who had no rights to 
that land under Māori Laws and custom, and there were many 
injustices, and some Māori were treated harshly through 
interpretations of the relevant clauses of the Treaty of 
Waitangi which unjustly biased decisions in favour of the 
settlers. 

There are lessons to be learned from this, for future 
Treaty agreements with Australia’s First Nation people, as the 
Treaty of Waitangi was not as equitable as some claim it to 
have been. 

Keenan has given a clear commentary on the conflicted 
land rights situation, and of the armed conflict that occurred 
throughout the nineteenth century, and much can be learned 
from his detailed discussion of the many sides to the disputes 
over land rights and ownership.   

In some areas, this book is lacking. There is no glossary 
of the Māori words used, and some of these do not translate 
easily. The descriptions of the battles and skirmishes of the 
Land Wars are not in chronological order, which makes it hard 
for the reader to follow the sequence of events and outcomes. 
The one map shows the sites of these conflicts, but few of the 
other places mentioned in the text appear on it, and usually 
the place names used are the Māori names - but modern-day 
atlases give the current English names.  Also, the areas where 
the major tribal groups were to be found are not delineated, 
which adds some level of confusion and limits understanding 
of the extent and nature of the differences between Māori and 
Pakeha. Despite these shortcomings, the book is well worth 
reading, as there are lessons that could be learned from it 
about developing trust and cordial relationships between 
dominant migrant settlers co-existing with an indigenous First 
Nation. The New Zealanders have almost settled these issues; 
Australians could learn from their successes and failures of the 
past 200 years, and Danny Keenan has shown us a path to 
achieving these goals.  

 
Book Reviewers Wanted 

 
Due to the generosity of Australian and overseas publishers, 

RUSI – Vic Library finds itself swamped with copies of books 
that are required to be reviewed. To lighten the load and 
spread the workload, we are urgently seeking members who 
are prepared to assist with this task. 
 
It matters not that you have never review a book before – we 
can provide you with easy-to-follow guidance.  
As benefactors of their generosity, we have an obligation to 
the publishers. They are often looking for a review to include 
in their publicity for the launch of a new title – so timeliness (a 
reasonably short turnaround time) is expected.  
 
If you feel you can assist, we would be delighted to hear from 
you. 
 
Please contact the Secretary Bob Hart, on 9282 5918  
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Library Notes –  

 

Cataloguing Our Library Collection 
 

We have aimed to have our collection well catalogued, 

to the same standard as the National Library of 
Australia. We also want to have that catalogue visible in 

the internet so that anyone, anywhere can find anything 
in our collection.  How is this achieved? 

 
Prior to 2000, after a Library review, we decided to re-

catalogue the collection. We had holdings classified 

under the Dewey System but it had been poorly applied. 
Everything was indexed on cards - author, title & 

subjects. We had no collection policy, so after 
developing one focussing on defence &security in 

Australia and NZ and our regions, we culled books on a 

range of subjects like Scotch Whisky and golf.  
 

We obtained cataloguing software & commenced to list 
the 6000 books then on hand. Each entry could have 

between 100 & 600 keystrokes. Just four people, one 
now sadly deceased, undertook this task. It grew to 

dealing with over 30 000 titles. (So 30 000 x ~300 

keystrokes or around 9 million+!) We got better at the 
job as it progressed. 

 
Our next step was to transfer the catalogue to the 

internet. Achieving this took five years of investigation 

and, after our choice of The Collecting Bug, a short 
implementation period.  

 
The three remaining volunteer cataloguers continue the 

task. Donations, sometimes a trickle, sometimes a flood, 

keep them busy. Only one is a librarian, but the others 
copy from library catalogues of identical or similar items 

in Australian and overseas collections. This source is 
supplemented by the free review copies from publishers 

organised by another volunteer – so far this year 
to a value of $2100. 

 

The library has users all over Australia and overseas - 
but it is still under-utilised. It gains us several new 

members each year. It is also recognised as a collection 
of national significance. Pass the word! 

 
  

 

Borrowing from our Library 
 

We have developed a trial system to allow us to post 

books or DVDs to our members. We won’t charge postage to 

you, but you will need to pay return postage. We’ll supply 

reusable protective packaging. 

Choose your title from our online catalogue  

(www.thecollectingbug.com/rusivictoria/) 

 & email your request to us at 

 library@rusivic.org.au 

This system will operate during the Coronavirus period. 

 

 

Rob Ellis -A recent member and an avid 

book reviewer 

Early in 2021, an enthusiastic 91-year-old Rob Ellis 
‘answered the call’ and volunteered to become a book 

reviewer for the Victorian Division of the Royal United 
Services Institute.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Recently he has become a member of RUSI – Vic. He 

first took an interest in military history as a teenager, 
growing up during World War 2, and expanded this 

interest when founding and leading two Military History 

Groups in the University of the Third Age (U3A) from 
2007 until 2019.  He is still an active member of both 

groups, frequently presenting topics he has researched 
across a wide range of subjects, from Imperial Roman 

Legions to nuclear-missile-armed submarines. Over time 

he has added a Master of Business degree from Victoria 
University to his Bachelor of Commerce degree from the 

University of Melbourne. 
Being a reviewer enables Rob to adapt the skills he 

acquired assessing undergraduate and post-graduate 
student assignments over more than eighteen years at 

RMIT University and Victoria University. 

Rob is responsible for one-third of the reviews in this 
issue! 
 

 

Donations to your Library Fund are Tax 
Deductible 

Help to maintain the Institute’s Library as the best collection in 
Victoria on defence and military related subjects by donating 
to your RUSI VIC Library Fund. The RUSI VIC Library Fund is a 
Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) approved by the Australian 
Taxation Office, and monetary gifts to the Fund over $2 are 
tax deductible by the donor. 

 
Please make cheques to the ‘RUSI VIC Inc Library Fund’. 
Receipts will be provided. 
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New Acquisitions (since March 2021) 

Books reviewed in this Newsletter have not been included 

 Title  Author(s)  Subject  

Blind Strategist Stephen Robinson John Boyd and the American art of war. 

 

The Changing of the Guard Simon Akam   The British Army since 9/11. 
. 

Vera Deakin and the  Carole Woods A former Prime Minister’s  
Red Cross  daughter’s work in the First World  

  War. 
 

Tarra Jack Peel The story of a small ship that   significantly 

impacted the 
  Australian Army. 

 
Eyewitness Korea James Goulty The experience of British and  

  American soldiers in the  

  Korean War 1950-1953. 
 

Tragedy at Évian Tony Matthews  How the world allowed Hitler to  
   proceed with the holocaust. 

 

On Contested Shores Timothy Hech and The evolving role of amphibious  
  B A Friedman   operations in the history of 

   warfare.  
 

Derrick VC  Mark Johnston A Second World War VC winner’s  
   account in his own words. 

 

Military Justice Handbook Anthony Paphiti  British approach to military justice. 
 

Failure of Command Hugh Poate A father investigates his son’s   death in 
Afghanistan. 

 
You Don't Belong Here Elizabeth Becker How three women rewrote the 
  story of war. 
 
Mosul Ben Mckelvey Australia’s secret war inside the  

   ISIS Caliphate. 
 

A Narrative of Denial Peter Job Australia and the Indonesian 

   violation of East Timor. 
 

The Emperor's Grace Mark Baker Untold stories of Australians 
   enslaved in Japan during the. 

   Second World War. 

 
The Battlefield of  Matthew Haultan-Gall Passchendaele and the Anzac  

Imperishable Memory  legend. 
 

Courage Under Fire Daniel Keighran VC An Australian’s valour in  

  with Tony Park Afghanistan. 


